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Honourable Sirs, 


Tis rare; aa COme- 
5) (4 ly fight to fee: great- 
ps "xj nefle:and goodneſſe 
_ together : both are 
concentring and met in you, un- 
"wearied you! have been 1n your 
* paines, faithfull in your truſt, a 


"—_ for the Ns; not 
| only 
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The Epiſi/e. Dedicatory. .." 

onely in theſetimes , when ny 
ny are afſertors. of Religioſer, 
becauſe it ſhould prote@ thenjou 
1hd becauſe it is in faſhion: byoy 
even then, when it was the grehgr 
teſt crime to bezgodly, it hathe | 
been the counſellofothers toker | 
ftilt on the ſirongeſt” fide : bh a 


their aime being falſe, Ley IT 


wide. of the marke.. bath th 
gven you a more fpirituaſIgn 
judgement , which hath madjm 
you ts ſtand lice a Rocke unmQyre 
veable, venturing a!l, when qzbc 
thers out of timorouſneſle haypgr 
unworthily betrayed their trulſe& 
and left a perperuall blot upot be 
their names. get bd z\p' 
Your wiſdome and fidelity.ine! 
an honour: and a joy to. then ſe; 
that choſe you,and to the whohing 
Kingdome ; which bath greawyh 
cauſe tobleſſe God for you 2 ter 
zny doe otherwiſe , yet-kfiowok 
for your cemfort , that youarg 
wage 


" 
lo | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Mages in your worke, a the har- I 
5 ſtas in the' ſeed. vw katſoever 


ou ſhall. find it againe : the 
 Zrehore publick your ſpirits are, 
 hathe nearer you come to that cen- 
O _ of all pcrfe&tion. Sclte 
': blha man is a baſe and pooreend: 
{th ea, it is proudly to {tt downe 
bath the place of God, to, whom 
rituallone it is proper to worke for 
_ madGimſelfe : even the beſt of Crea- | 
anmGrres muſt acknowledge their | 
en Gibordination unto him, the | 
e haYhore we doe fo, the greater re- | 
trulſeaion of honour and bleſſing ] 
uP9t begets : ſubordination in ſome 
.eſpe&s may bec between two 
lity.inely : but ſometimes there is || 
. then ſeries , or concatenation. of | 
whohings ſubje&ed one toanother, 
| greawhich the Logicians call fub- | 
"WW 2 iternation : and here there. is 2 
kfiohtoking upward and downe- 
t yOUard : and ſo dog you, to. God, 
wage: - Ag. and. 


— 
> 


* Ind. S9- 
ln: poly- 
biſftar cap. 
38. 


rhe Erie Dodicggary, I 


and to inferiours: Iſhould.bfp 


ingratefull either ito..deny ,'ath 
forger it. eli Ls 


ft: & c 

You have engaged me, with: 
often, manifold, choiſe,- und&@n' 
ſerved, unrequitable favours. the 
have conſulted what te returneis | 
pawperts eft numerare:pecw. Thith: 
enſuing diſcourſe you: have aldr 
ready had by 'word' of mouth; on 
the acceptance that it foun|wl 
with you; when it was firſt del}m 
vered, hath emboldened me ri C 
preſent it unto you againe wit) w1 
fome enlargements. Solans wi 
writes , that the Afrricaz Ele di 
paants are dwarfes to the nai G 
ans; and therefore are Joath t( th 
bee ſeen of them ; * quaſi parvi gc 
tat ſac conſcij : tis-myne ow| he 
caſe in relation unto your Ho w: 
nours.' F much! revere you an 
Fudgements-: that which make hi 
me ventrous, is your '\unſuſpe ri 
Red candour and ingenuity 
O 


The Epritle Dedicatory. 


Je 4 ou ſhall have ( as the Oratour 


uld. peakes ) levedenſe craſſo filo: but 
ny the preciouſnefſe of the ſubject 
'" {matter will make amends for 

', witfthat : Chriſt the Lord of life, 
-undend the moſt precious one of 
2Urs. the Father. I doubt nor but he 
turnelis ſuch toybu alſo; and perhaps 
 Thithis Treatjſe, ſuch as it is, will 
ave a}draw out your hearts and affei- 
outh:ons farther. You know not 
foun|what tentations and trialls God 

t delimay yet bring you throvgh. 
me ri Chriſt the Angel of his preſence 
e wit)will be with you : your ſafety 
Solzng will be in him : infinite 15 that 
z Ele diſtance between the favour of 
Inai God and us, without him. Reſt 

th t{ then upon this rocke of ages : 
parvi goe tothis fountaineof ſtrength: 
2 ow| he will fortifie you againſt fears 
r Ho without, and terrours within : 
you and when oppoſition is at the 

make higheſt, he will raiſe your ſpi- 
(uſpe rits toa ſutadle height : he will 
uity | A 4 carry 


/ 
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its | The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

carry you as On mane wings J 
you ſhall be above the creature; * 
$ above your ſelves: you ſhall as 
| irwere walke in heaven ; while 


you live on earth. ' 
| . Honourable Sirs, give mee 
if | leave ro leave with you this 
in monument and witncfſe' of my 
i | thankfulneſſe for your many un- 


f merited favours towards mee. 
| I have abandant reaſon tothink, 
iN that your hearts are right for 
God, and for the Kingdome of 
| Chriſt : ſome cannot lay. downe 
y 4 themſclves enough : if it were 
not ſo; whereas they doe ſome 
good, they would doe much 
more. Sc}fe-deniall makes a fat 
and fruitfull ſoule. Bleſſed be 
God tor your ovedience 1n this 
bghalfe : then we love our ſelves; 
beſt, when wee love God more 
then our ſelves ; the matter of 
this diſcourſe will much pro-, 
move it.I know no better Load- 
FE I ov ſtone' 
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af 


ngs : 
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[1 as. 
yhile 


mee 
this 
my 
7 un- 
nee. 
10k, 
for 
e of 
woe 
vere 
Ome 
zwwch 
2 fat 
1 be 
this 
lves: 
Ore 
r of 
IrO-, 
Jad- 
one 
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tript up > What 1 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
one to attra& and draw-our 
affetions to God ward, then 
Chriſt laid open inallthe finews 
2nd joynts, inall the veines/ and 


arteries of his Fathers love to 


mankinde. I have done it very 
jejunely and. brokenly : I leave 
the many defe&s of it tobe made 
up by your meditation : howſo- 
&ver I have handlcd it, I am con- 
fident, the ſubje& is ſuch, that 
you will receive it, as I preſent 
ir, with the right hand. * 

| Ihaveadventured tocaſt this 
poore mite . into the publique 
freaſury, although I am conſci- 
ous to my ſelfe of mine own in- 
ability for ſuch a worke. What 
though a man cannot contend 
with Lyzceus in quick-ſighred- 
neſſe; muſt he therefore be rec- 
koned ſtark blind? What though 
he cannot run with the ſwifteſt ; 
muſt he therefore have his heels 
he cannot 
' climb 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 


ny to the bigheſt fatid geand | 

muſt the? Phercfore d diſturb 

bi FINE throw him down from 

* Zech, 4, DIS ſtation ; > * pee ſhould not de- 
Io. ſÞ'le, : the day of [mall theugs : meſt 

ſua. 7ratta parvis: there is a foot 

in th, body, as well as an eye: 

and] E, Apoſtle ſpeaks of Sug 

ous wpioyd ray , atyer ities of gifts, 

1 Cor. 12. 4. And divers they be 

14 as well in meaſure, as in kinde. 
| þ I much rejoyce, 1 Egow nothing 

| by my ſelfe : by the grace of God 7 
am that Tam: it 1s "Fe that hath 
| ſtir'd me up to the beſt tudies : 
| and I ſhall be willing to doe 
Ui! gpodAcorning to the diſpenſa- 
ft! | ONS QI Ns Frace,, xs 


Fl Now- the Lord make you ſo 
bY | toeyeand apprehend the preci- 
1118 ouſneſle of Chriſt in his perſon, 
in his graces,in his offices, in his 
members, in his ordinances, i in 
all the operations of his Spirit, 
(hat you may be willingtof gs 


| The Epifile Dedicatory. 
ftuch and be ſpent for him, to adven- 
from  Fure all your worldly intereſt, 
ot de- and to throw downe all your 
| honour at his fect ; as the foure 


me 

Fas * living creatures, and foure and 7 risvaze 
eye : twenty Elders did their crowns: age 
rztpg this is the way to take up all a- atures,and 
fts, gaine with unſpeakable advan- _— 


y be rage : this is the beſt trathque ,, Con 


ide, and trading in the world : this js ſltignhath 
ing the ſafeſt adventure, that you can © 
od I make.Chriſt will be a rich gaine 
ath unto you here, and when you 
es: come into that endlefſe world, 
loe he will ſet the never-withering 
fa- crowne upon your heads. So 
| prayeth 
ſo ] 
Cle 
72 Your much obliged fe ervant, f : 
[n 's 
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es, op 
CHRISTIAN: 
READER- 


| —a— | How art not I conceive fuch a 
{ Ba F | - ſtranger 101biſe times bus thes 
BJ (O]- knonrſ that there is « ſfris 
EX of htierneſſe and contention &- 
mong w ; whereby abundance of Geſpel- 
lave u loſt, ond our offcG ions Leccme wnpro= 

table unto 145 : if wee could live more in 
the love of Chriſt ; wee ſt culd live mare in 
the love one of another : 1Þis on Trea- 
t5ſe being firſt preached ( through the car- 


neſt importamity of mony friends ) is now. 


printed for 10 elevate thy off. Gions , and 

cauſe them tq mount up with wings as Eg 

gles unto Chriſt, whois the delight of all 

delights, and abfiral of all prayjes. 

:. The Subj & of this diſccnrſe 15 the Prove 

kffe ,, and nnmatchable excellency of C brift, 
Bherein 


| 


wo UOETRES 07 oor wg 
0 FR. __ * 


- 
. 


1C11F14D IC 


Ts 


Otne 


wherein 11 diſcover d his rarity, price, wſe= | 


dainefss 2s 4 Hh rhe, tbe high effeque that the Fa- 
#ber put1 upen him, in w reſpet# be is 
to-Beleevers, 


Love-is the attra- 
ror wag gs 'and never was 
therefuch"s | lotie- d: ſervingdbjets as Chriſt ; 


upon whom ſbotld Saings-place all their * . 


ſwee; affeFiops zþat org to ow aye up= 
on:gad,s at & toe 


on him who i is the e brig tnefe « 7 Gods face, 


wr Sion. be: / ag "a FU 


It wi 
_ ſalute neceſſity , and tranſenden excellency 
" of Chrift,, be j precious ar excellent inal 
"relations g#bbches as mann; Mediatonr,as 
"God he 3s atiraltive in bir love, raviſbing 
"In big beauty, winning and deligbtfmll in 
" all his gr ates < heir abſolute f wine, without 
bo $be is abſolute for ell ſupply : in aword, 

lthe riches of Gods love ©, rhe brighneſſ 


" "of his glory, and tbe ſhining of \bis face are 


 Freaſuredup in Chriſt , und by our union 
with bim ive come to enj1y them: : 
Now this excellency of Chrifi a x not 
” lie as a comenned thing * but it calls far 
« the) ſirength of our ſouler;” and the beight of 


"Our affettions to be fixed ripoti 72. There #5 - 


20 ob3:@ in the world, but there is a wHl 


: \*lating to it, and Inclinable to choſe with 


Ft. 


; 
4 


Joy; antl dt fight ; but up- | 


thout 
word, 
tmeſſe 
ce are 
e108 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


' it, Now what better.,objed can the will 


of man bave then. Chriſt 7 if wee 'be 2108 
bere what doe zve differ ficm beaſts? . and 
s beaft in the fbape of, a man # wirſt of all. 
'T is good for 1s, that God bath plaggd ſuch 


: ſweet offelions of lote, of Joy, of delight, 


and the like in out ſoules ; Ent it 15 much 


| better, that God batb provided ſuch an ob- 


Je. for them, as Cbrift, whois the ſum- 
mum. bonum , ard the top of. . Jelicity 


and bajpineſſe. It is pitie we ſtould loje jo 


| much of cur affefions as we dce mpon the 


world: when we caſi our offe Gitng wpon 
Chrift,they be not Isſt : be onely makes them 
beavenly and gracious , andgives them to 
as againe : if we lay drven our lives for bim, 


they be nat oft, but. gain'd unto etanall 


fe. "OE 
- Thws 1 bave ſbexied thee mhereon ihis 
diſcourſe is grounded ; namely in ſetting 
forth Chriſt in his beauty , in bis love, in 
bis graces, inhis « ffices, in his riches, and 
in all the operations of. bis Spirit , in all 
thoſe rich and cefily gifrs, which Le doth be- 
flow upon Beleevers zederming of ttm with 
bis precicts bloud, ſanGitying of them with 
bis precicus graces, enriching of th1m with 
bis precious promiſes, reuivirg of thim 
with bis precicus lewe, comforting of them 

rith 


— RE _— COINS 


 *Tothe Chriſtian Reader. * 
with bis precigus Spirit, and ennobling of 4 
them with precious priniledges : and all : 
#bis i545 an attra@ive Lyad: ſtone 10 at-= 
zral7 and draw onr begrts unto bin. I > 
| Now'if thouwilt but take 4 view of all 'A 
tbe bigb perfeQinns and ſupereminent ex- * 


 cellenciet of Chriſt; if thou wilt anotomize * 


bim in every particular, and particularize * 
bin in every excellency, thou wilt find bim * 


#0 belavely in all the parts of his HMcdia- © 


#orſhip , in bis perſon , in bjs-natwrer , all FH 
5 6d and IAC AER heis the chiefe, bs 
or Scandard-bearer of ten thouſand : '#.; 
he is altogether lovely , be is wholly de- | 
leQable. Now it is my earneft deſire, that 

ar God bath bonowr'd bis Semne, and An- 7 
gels they venerate him , and Saints bigbly Ti 
eſteeme of him, that, bee might be precious, 
wt thee, which is the chiefe thing I can 
defere for my ſelfe, or for thee; who ani 


Thinein the ſervice © 
Fune " Jn 
I64 7. of the Goſpel 


TonaN RoBOTHASM. : 


LIMA 


wp of all ” | . : 
ent oo 'A « Tobea "I maine nous 
romize | ESO in this following 


val a : 


__ 28) © = cn}. coberenCe of the Text.p. 1. 2. 
chiefs, 1 S Bf bat is meant by precious, 
yy Ste 1/þat the faith ir, that WW 
e, that Chriſt precious. P- 53 6g 7. 
1 4p. The diviſuon of the Textywith the] DoGrines 
bigbly contained i is it. P+ 3, 9s 
4 The maine Dorine propounded, viz. that 


| 
thoagh Chriſt be ſlighted and underua> 
lued by zmbeleevers ; yet be is exceeding | 
preciow-to thoſe chat doe beleeve.p. 10, 
 * TheDafirine is proved by three eminent ex- | | 
'4 examples. P- 11. 
In 1be proſecution of the DcArine , 1bree | 
| things are inſiſted on. 1. ſome demonx | 
| ſtrations ,, 2. Some illuſtrations, . 3. 
Grounds and Reaſons of the pointep 12s | 
AM. i. Demonſtrations,and vþey are foure. | 
1, Beleevers are es of.- Ge 


11A 1QOQT 


The Table. 
_  ahſence, ibid. 
S 

Chriſt when abſent. 


evers make diligens ey. > 


| x. They ſeths Chriſt diligently in the *% - | 


all meaneg. 


I4. 
2. They ſeek Chriſt conſtantly withow _ 


termiſſuon. 


3. Beleevers have a pradentiall care in he | 
ping Chriſt when they have —_ bim, © 


15 
4+ Beltevers doe bexvaile Chyiſts abferes. 


ſeeke bim winh diligence, and keep bim, 


1th predence out of a principle of love! | \ 
| P- 19: 


4 
n 
F 


'o 


Love, tvbat it 15, ibid, 

The will cannot be forced. (= ibid. 

The will muſt have a ſutable objefT 10 _ | 
#t ond, 

Chriſt is a ſutable good to the foule of, a +4 
heever. ibid. 22. 


A ſe:and thing inthe proſecution of the Do- | 


Frine it 1he illuſtrations, viz. 1. Ras | 


4 whful- | 


"Ons 2. Eſteeme, 3. Price, 


neſſe. P+ 23; 

1. The raflly and ſearcemſſe of a thing 
© meakes it to be preciows. i=. thid, 
Chriſt is rave in the world, hid. 

2. The bigh tſteeme, that 3s Wow a 
RR t P. fa. 
briſt 


_ of Qi 
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. The Table. 
_ iT bighy priced the Fatberep. 25. 
By Angels. Pp. 26. 
By Saints. Pe 27. 
3. The great and exceſſave pride, that is gi- 

ven for a tbing makes it precio. P: - 
Ach bath been given for Chriſt. 
+ The wiſuincſe nd proftablewſſe.of 
” abing T1:g P-.31. 
Chriſt 3s precious for all things, but efpect- 
/ cialh for ? 


| + Faſtification. ) P. 32 
: { Sandification. ) Þ-* 34- 
) The parts of Sandification ate two , viz. 


Afortificatior:. 
V rvification. P» 35$- 
Beleevers are ſanlified by an influence of 
grate flowing from Chriſt their Head. 
page 37. 
The third thing in the proſecution of 
Dofrine 1s tbe grounds and gh 
_y B:lkeevers doe foe bigbly eſteeme of 
Chriſt, P- 38. 
I. Reaſon, Belgevers are ins ſome miaſure 
/”. convinced | 
7 I» Of ehbeir miſery without Ghrift,, ibid, * 
/ 2. Of their inability to belp themſelves ib. 
{ 2. Reaſon, Beletvers an te 
'. Frexſure end bappineſſe, that God bath : 
trezſuredap in Ghriſt ; and that to be , 
a 2 Joyned 


The Table. 


is | 
| | . joned to bim, is the only way to obtaine 
'”l theſe bleſſings. 


þ | - Fathers love. + 
'\f viz. the < Pardon of ſinne. 
, Manifeſiation of Gods face. 


| ; page 42. 
3 | 11. Theloveof God is infinite like himſelfe, 
; : © and cannot be conferred upon any crea= 


tare for its owne ſake, ibid. 
Chriſt alone is a ſutable obje( for tve love 
of God. ibid. 


The treaſures of Gods Ine and riches are 
firſt in Chriſt , and by bim conveyed t0 
7" -- hs page 43. 
2: There is an abſolute neceſſitie of Chriſt 
for the pardon of ſinne. P. 45: 
urs 10 igrates mercy and juſtice, when 
ſeemed to be at variance. ib. 
Chriſts bloud oneh purges away ſine. p.4$, 
When ſinne-is pardoned there is a con fluence 
of all bleſſings comes along with 1t, 
Page 49, 50, SI. +» 
3: Itis Chriſt alone, that doth as it were © 
renmarke and unvaile the face of God; © 
\ and belps us 10 a manifeſtation of it. <q } 
Page 52. * > 
Chriſt is the brightneſſe of Gods glory.p.5 4. F is 6 
3. Reaſon,Chril is precious and excellent .* | \ 
in all relations : either ar be is man, or | 
as {| 


LT TIAAI << AC 
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The Table. 


. a; be is Mediator, or as beis God, p. 55* 
m_ i. As man, Chriſt was holy and barmeleſſe 
ibid. 

2. Cbriſt was lovely in bis abaſements.p.57+ 
Chriſt was in the Eſſentiall forme of God, } 


ey page 58. 
"8 ' Chriſt didevacuate and emptie bimſelfe of 
fe, all bus glory P. 59, 60. 
W 3. Chriſt was obedient . unto tbe. will 0 
_ . bu Father. P- GI. 
My Repent ance was bid from bu eyes , when 
ws he was under the preſſures of Diuzne 
94 wrath, page 62. 
” He prayes the cup might paſſe from bim 
3, with ſubmiſſions t0 bis Fathers will, 
P page 63. 
5" 4. Chriſt as man , was perfett in graces. 
d. page 64,655: 
3 Chriſt was more perfet then Adam.p. 66. 
, Cbriſts Excellencie ſbines forth in diverſe 
W reſpects, as man. Pe 67, 68. 
wh 2. Chriſt is excellent as Gad-man, as he is 
bs ; Hediatonr. P+ 69, 
Fe ” In the Mediatorſbip of Chriſt wee arets 


4 


by | f conſider three things : viz. bis 


; Prieſthood, P. 70: 
*0] | Kingdome. 
2 : rift was the bead of all Prophets in di- 
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 TheTable. 


'" perſere ibid. 
1. Ab ot Prophets were but types and 
ſhadowes of Chriſt. ibid. 
Moſes was 4 type of Chrift it — 
ſpefas. tbid. 7 
Noah, David, Eliſha, Jonah, John be 
Boprift were all types of Chriſt. p.72,73: 
2. Other Prophets cou'd ſþerke onely to the 
eaves of men : but Chriſt ſpeakes to tbe 
beart. ibid. 
Other Prophets could preach wi nate 
men : but Chriſt can preach men wiſe. 
page 74. 
3. Other Proghats were inſtrumental to 
ſearch ont the nrind of God; and they 
did it by way of att onely : but themind 
of God was in Chriſt ao = 
* vadicalh. 
How alt fmlneſſe i 3s ſaid ta dwell in Eleaf 
page 76. 
4+ Other Prophets cole reveale but ſome 
part of the will of God , aud at ſome 
#imes oneh : but Chrift doth it fully, and 
F#ltoperter, ibid. 77. 
5. Other Prophets might not preaeh them- 
ſelver : but Chriſt might. p. 783,79. 
6. All Prophets bad their Conmniffion from 
Chriſt. . -p- 80. 
Chriſt 35 the fountaine of all Prophecie. 
' Page 81, 82.83, 2. Chriſt 


2, 


I 


 —— % 


The Table. ”" 


2, Chriſt ir @ Prieſt wherein is the heart 


& ſtrength of bis mediation.p.84,85.86, 
The digniy and exceeding preciouſneſſe 
of the Prieſibaod of Chriſt is ſet forth 
by a collation and compariſon between 
bim and the Leviticall Prieſts, thuſe of 
Aron's order. page 87. 
I. In the Leviticall Prieſt-haod there were 
a plarality of Prieſts : but Chriſt was 
Prieſt alone. ibi. 
2, In the Leviticall Prieſt- hood there was 
a change , and a ſucceſſion of Prieſis : 
but Chriſts Prieſi-hoed was impaſſable. 


' page 88. 
Chriſt was not a Prieſt after Aron's order : 
but after Melchifedec's. ic. 


In what reſpef# Melchifedec # ſaid to be 
without Father and mother. ib. $9. 

3. The Leviticall Prieſts offred oftentimes - 
but Chriſt offered but once. p. $59.91. 

4 Other Prieſts and their Sacrifices were 
bat types and ſbadowes : Chriſt is the 
eſſence and ſubſtance of thoſe things .p.92 

5+ Other Priefis entred onely into tbat place, 
which was typically holy : but Chriſt in- 

to beaven tt ſelfe. ' P. 93» 
If men will Judaize and ſtick 10 Meſaicall 
rudiments. ; they bave no right to eat 
of theChriftians Altar, - p.94. 

: a 4 6, Other 


The Table. 
6. Other Prieſts offred firſt for themſelves, 
and afterward for the people : but Chriſt 
was without ſinne , and needed no ſa-\ : 
L .__. crifice for bimſeife. P. 95." 
|S 7, Chriſt was amercifu't Prieſi. p.96,97.. 
[i 4 Chriſt was the Prieſt, the Temple, or Ta- + 
bernacle, the eAltar amd the Sacrifice 2 


all in one perſon. page 98. 
1. He was Prieſt in reſp:Ct inreſpe@ of b-th 
natures. P. 99. 


2. he was the Tabernacle or Temple moſt 


properly according 10 bis God: head. 


_ 4 ——_ Cy -- 
as nine —_ _ _ 
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page 109. 
3. He was an Altar moſt properly according 
* 2 bs Divinity, P. 101,102. 


| / 4+ Hes a ſacrifiee miſt properly accor- 
Is ding to bis manhood. P- 103, 104. 
| Chriſt as Mediatorr rs a King: andin 
bis Kinghy Office be ſpines forth moſt ex- 
1 celently above all other Kings, and ihat * 
| in dtterſe reſpetls, P-105. 
| 1. Coriſts Kingdome is ſpiriritual, ibid. 
Chriſt onely rules over the Conſetence. ib. 
The ſoutes of mzn are one of Babylons ebiefe ,| | 
mercyandize. To6. þ 
Domination and Lordfbip over the ſonle and | 
Conſcience us that part of Chriſts glory, | 
which bewi'l not give to another, ib. | 
IF ec are not to mancipate and enflame our 
Conſciences 


ſelver, 


Chrift iz 
no ſa- 4 
P. 95.) 
9997.. 
r Tas: 


Tifice 
2 98, 
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moſt 
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I OD, 
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The Table: 


Conſciences to any bumane deviſe in mat* 
ters meerely ſpiritual. P. 107. 
Cbriſt rules in tbe Kingdomes of men, and 
meddles im their ſecular affaires in refe- 
rence to bis own ſpirituall King dome. ib. 
page 108. 
2. Chriſt Kingdome #s univerſall, p. 109. 
1. In reſpett of all Nations. ibid. 
2. In reſped of all ſorts and conditions of 
men. F- 110, 111. 
3: InreſpeC of all ages and times of the 
world. Pp. 112. 
4. In reſpef of all creatures. p. 113. 
3. Chriſt rules as King alone witbont et- 
ther colleague in the largeneſſe of bus do- 
minion , or Regent in his minority , or 
Vice- roy in bis abſence. p. 114, 115. 
4+ Chriſt 1 an eternall and everlaſting 


ng. page 116. 
In what reſpect Chriſts Kingdome is ever 
Liſting. page 117. 


In what refpef# Chriſt ſball give np that 
Kingdome to tbe Father at the laft Day 
; tbid. 118, 
Chriſts Kingdome 1s not ſubje(t to ſucceſſion, 
or to be devolved and rould downe to af- 
ter comers. page 119, 120. 

5. Chriſt « matchleſſe and eminezt 
all other Kings in all rogall vertues , ex- 


dowments, * 


'\# The Table, 
[i dowment 1, and accompliſpments. p.12 1. 
[1'i 1. He is a moſt ſapient and wiſe King,ib. | C 
2. Heis amoſi puiſſant &r warlik King.ib. | ” 
3- He ® ar eminent in peace, as bes inn ' 


F / Wa page 122. | A 
''\f 4+ He is a moſt juſt and righteous King, © + 

il Page 123. 
\"' 5- He is 2 mit mild and mercifall King. 
| | Page 124. | 
{| 'F Cbriſft a King is eminent above all o= | 1» 

'' | thers, | Pr 125. | 

[| The third thing ſpoken of Chriſt as Media- 


There are fatbomleſſe depths, and ſtupendis | 7: 
ous . Myſteries , and confounding excel= 
lencies to be found in Gog. P-126. 3 
In general, Chriſt is excallent , in that be 
is the altitude aud ſroumity of all. glory, | A 
| aud one eternall God, the ſame in eſſence {| 
| and ſubſtance with the Father. p. 129,  * 
I: ſpecial thus. , 2 
I. Chriſt ſhines as the Sunne, in all perfe= | 
Gion and ſufficiencyof wiſdome, power, | 
grodneſſe,love, Majeſt,erglory. pls. : 
all theſe perfeitions are originally in > 
Chrifh ws | 
3- All perfeQions of vert ue are in Chrift 
is the avſtraZ , thy are bus eſſexce. 
Page 129, 130. 
ſome 


9 AO 


| ' The Table, 
21, ome concluſions are drawne frow the 

* God-beadof Cbrift, by Scripture apbo-=— 
ib. 3 rijazes, toſet forth the prectouſneſſe of 

| Criſt, pa131, 132,133.1344035- 


22, | ef fourth Reaſon why Chriſt uprecuus tro / 
7. | Beleevers: V2. be « abſolute for all (| 
3, | wmamerof ſupply : and the ſupp which 7 ___ 
2g. | he makgsto Beleevers is full, ſutables, \ + -- 
4 | and coxſtart. u_ I 36, | 
0= I, Chriſt makes a full ſnpply to the ſonle, \— _ 
s. | as is manifeſted by many typ:s andſbi- \ 
Fj dawes which of old had relation t6 him. | ) 
[. 4 page 1374 I38. 2 
. ©' 2, The ſupply that we haveby Chriſt u ſet. 
n table. ibid. p. 13 9- 

' 3- Chrifs makgs a confiant ſupply of grace. ____ ___ 


P- 140, 14 tz 142- 

A fifth Resſon, Chriſt # the moſt goinful 

obje(Þ inthe world for tbe ſoule, p. 143+ 

1, He 14 abſolmte gaine, | id. 

, 2- He « univerſallgaim. = p.144- 

| L. 13 reſpelt of allperſons. tbid. 

2, IJureſped of dll times, 145+ 

b 3- In reſpe@ of all things. ibid. > 
} 3-Cbrift @gainein,aud for bimſef.p.t 46, 
| xt Roaſ: Chriſt is precious to Beig- 
Vers, becauſe of. the attraTazene (ſe, awd 

Gvggring vertne 

Of bu lawe, | 

Of 


The Table: | 


g Of bu beamty. P: 147. 


Of by grace. 


1. Cbriſts love « very winning and conci- 
lating , drawing the affetions of the | 
ſoxle ro Chriſt. p- 148,149. | 


2« { briff is winning and attraftive in his 
beamty, ibid. 


Het of a faive & comeh compl:xion.p.150 | 
He $5 proporeionabl: in all parts, P. I51. þ 


3. {briff s attraBlive in bus graccs( 152. 
coy! fr &r'd 


1. As inberent in bim/elfe. p.153. | 
2. As beſtowed non the Saznts, + 


P- 154+ 155. 

Beleevers ave the glory of Chriſt, Pe156. 

Reaſon 7, Chriſt 3s precions 0 Beleevers 
from that evidence of Tu:ereſt, right, & 

) propriety, tht thy have inbim. p.157, 
\ I. lnallbs wks perform mces.p.158. 
2. In all vis dipnities 2nd honours. P, 159. 
3. Tall bu Offices and adminiſtrations. 
P- 160, 

4- In alt his bleſſed influences & graces. ib, 

The application of the point, 

x. Ule. I: ſvewes us the rerſon why the 
moſt in the world doc deſpiſe Cbriſt, and 
care n0t for bim , namely, bccarſe they 
bave no faith.  p.161. 


here Chrift ſeems: a deſpicable and _ 
: leſſe 


—— 


|: 


4 
& 


L 


C 


Ou Boers. 


| The Table. 
"EF- 1 kefſe thing, there's no faith, as a ppeares 
* 1. Byibeir ignorance. Ib. p. 1632. 


4 4 | 2 .By therr ſtumbling at Chriſt. P-I63,164 
I; 3» T beir not improving of Chriſt, P- 165. _ 
646 | +. their careleſneſſe of rhg things of C 
try Chriſt, P- 166, 167, 168, 169. 
50 ” 5. By their refuſing to receive Chriff, 4 

{ I70,17Is. 

3: 6. By their being ſatisfied ratboue : Clrif 

7 P-172, 173. 

* '2. Ule, The diſcovery of a fit objelt for 

3* | wr: :ffeCtions. P- hal 


” © Theaff:dioni of the Saints are ſome more, 
4 aud jame leſſe intenſive upou Chriſt: 
P- 175, 176, 
ping 3. Uſe, The diſcovery of i ef= 
fefts, the excellency of Chriſt bave pon 
" þ Beleevers, ar awing cnt ibeir —_ 
#nta bin. P-. 177. 
We may judge of all our affeGions, by the 
 - affeftion of love, ibid. 
' Loweis the height of onr eftecme , and there 
are init three als or effets, viz. 
I. Complacency or well pleaſednes. p-178. 
' 1. Whattheloverf Db is, being 
: referred to Chriſt, iÞ, 
: : Cheiſt is anexceeding phaſing objefZ 10 4 
belecving ſoule. + P- 179. 
Chriſt is welcome to a A A he 


repreſents himſelfep.180. The 


— 
2 


_ The Table. 
_ - The Somtr are wel-piraſed with Chriſt 

tn ſpirit all deſertionr, p.1v1, 193. 
Cbriſts ſtectweſſe darb ſwallors np all bis 


binerneſſe. S - 183. 
T be force of that pleaſentneſſe, wbich is in 


- Chriſt, is ſuch, chat nathing can mnketi; 
Saltrpeary of toety profeſſion. p.1$4, 


135. 
2. From complacency flowes a deſire of 
Mi ion. ib. 
Thr love of union defires ro enjoy Chriſt, 
p. 186, 

Chriſt is enjoyed, 
1. In bis Ordinances. ibid, 


2.In bit ſecret + (weet appearances. 

fo the ſonle. Pp. 137. 188; 
3:1n bis perſonall preſence.p198.,190. 

3. From complacency and deſire? of union 
flowes benevolence or geod-will, pargr: 
Benevolence being vefeyred to Chriſt , is 
an affettion wh:reby we defire his neme 


may be glorified. tb. 
A Beleevers love to Chiift ir a conſt raj- 
nin2 love., Ps 192. 


4. Uſe. Ie areto confider the nnmarch able 
exceellency & preci1meſnes of Chriſt. p.19 
We are to tonfider by way of mative, thoſe 
Fich arfd coſtly gifts , which Chriſt batb 
beſtowed nponin: & they are ſwch as theſe, 
Y 2 VOTE viz. 


ar 


TIRES qa 


* oe 


" TheTble, 
el Presiows blowd, 
by Precious Graces, b 
” Precious Proms/es« 
Ag viz. Preetms rm 1 Þs 194. 
of Preciows Spirit. © 
9s Precious Privikdges bp 
wo 1:Motive, The bloud of Gorifh precious 
+ | in theſereſpe&s. - 
Y' x. From the purity of bis ——_— nelureib. 
of 2. 1t was noble blend. .”, Þ. 19H» .. 
b. 3. 1t was his Life-b{oxd, P« 196, | 
ft. 4. From bss perſonal wnion of his Mau- 
6, beod with hus God+bead. p. 197, 198 
5.1n the Ueſſid effeAs thereof. p. 199. 
d, 1, It ſaver from wrath, bid, | : 
ng 2, 1t ns the price of redemption.p.2 00. 4301s | # 
oh J- Te #4 rhe blond of entrance ro Sraver: 
0. cob Chriftentred, y. IO2g 
> By which Beleewers emter- Pp. 103,104. | 
_ 2 -Mot; Ghriſt hatb beſtowed non Belees , ; 
on vers precious graces. p. 205. » 4 
wm" f Falthi; called a precious grace "nd _— | 
0 | | 
i 1, Its the ron grace. P- — 
3 | 2. InveſpeTt of its e-Muthoy, | p. 207. / 
le 3. Inreſpett of 14s objett. p. 208. | 
Co 4+ From the rffe@s and workings of ut. | 
ſe 2C9, 2I0, | 
t 3. ot. The Promiſes oChrif —_ 
- and precions, if we conſider I. T, FE m——_—_— 


JMI - 1993 


de. ten —— — — - 
Cy 


_ The Table. 


1. The nature - low Promiſe.p. x wel 


| 3. Of the Antiquity" of the Promiſe. 
P-- 314, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219. 
3. The precious things contained in tbe 
Y Promiſes which doe appert aine 
x 1. To temporal life. p. 220, 221. 
"3. 3.T 0 ſpiritwall grace. p- 222,123. 
S. Torternall glory, yp. 224. 225. 
4: Mor; Chrift hath beſtowed precios, 


\ 


love, ayd precious ut it becauſe, 
I. Infinite, P- 226, 
2, Gracious, P. 227. 
' '3. Liberall. P- 238, 229, 
4. Eternal. P. 230, 231. 


5+ Mor. Chriſt beſtower upon Beleevers bis 
precious Spirit which doth theſe things, 

I « It illuminates our mindes, p, 232,233. 

2+ Ir ſavttifies our natares , and aberefore 
compared to wind. \P;\234, 235; 236. 


= To fire, "Po 237,238. 

: Towater. ibid. 
2. The Fpirit ſeales our adoption.” P- 2393 
'250.: 


| 6, Mot. Cbrift beftowes upon Beleeevers 
| Priuiledges, nameh, 


242. 
\a Good Snceeſſe of their ſuites. p. Sn. 
244,249, 246, 247, * 


Y. Bs Aves 70 the throne of. Grace.p. 241, 
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1 PETER- 26 7+; 


| Unto 08 therefore which beleeve, he 
| i Pecians. 


= i, particle ATE RED in 
5. the beginning of this. Chap- 
EA (2 ter Intimates a connexion, 

== and conſequentdy the Apo- 
files going on wich his exhorcation be- 
2un In the precedent. 

The firſt thing he exhorts to, is co 
on of Odo we ; As nepo= 


born 


_— 


i 


2 The precrouſneſſe of (briſt 
borne babes deſire the ſincere milke of the 
_ To this;he doch bath prepare, 


grow thereby. The ſecond is taken from 
the Subje&, or maine Argument of the 
word; andchat is Chriſt, propounded 
unto us by: taſte : if fv be yee have tafled 


that the Lord # gracious, ver. 3. 


NowtlgrCGhrift is the primary Sub- . 


jet and cheife Argument of the word 


1s declared -frem-the fourth -verſe unto | 


theeleventh. BY 
Firſt in belcevers adheridg to Chriſt 


by Falth,ſet forth co us under the terme | 
of coming ; to whem coming , ſaith. the | 
Apoſtlc. Then wee bave the reaſons of ' 
this duty. Firſt , becauſe Chrift is the + 
zundation 'of the {piritudlF edifice or © 
building; called therefore a Sving ſt one, * 


verſe 4. 


SecotAly; bectiiſe Bekedversare thre- | 
by alſo malle lively ſlones,areſe 5 Chit 


is the foundation -; an Beteeversare 
the ſuperſttuQure. | : 


Poth: thefe' Teafons £r6 illuſtrated : | 


i .it, 


| andagreedBlerea- _ 
ſons. His preparation is in the firſt verſe; 
Laying aſede all malice anzl all guile,ehe. his | 
reaſons follow the Text : and the firſt is * 
edification inthelewods., Thar\yow may © 


Q ww = man fa A tu. 


5M Mf A was w_— to 


rift | 
ke of the 
TEPare, 
Blerea- _ 
ſt zerſe; © 
ec. his. 
e firſt is 
you ay | 
n from 
of the 
unded 

e fafled 


p Sub- | 


word 


3. 
Firft, Chriſt was choſen and precious. Se- 
condly, Beleivers were a boly Prieſtbood. 
Now that Chriſt is a lively and precious 


' to Beleevers: 


tone, the Apoſtle confirmes by teſti- 
mony of Scripture, verſe 6. Bebold I lay 
in Sion a cbiefe corner ſtone uaaixþy, dwnycoo, 
cleft and preciows. 

This Teſtimony is explicated by the 
contrary affeions of men; viz. to Be- 
leivers be is preciows : to unbeleivers 4 

ſtzrnbling, and a rock of offence. 
Pond: you which beleeve _ per : 
here for expoſitions ſake wee muſt ob- 
ſerve in the words two things : firſt, 


UNO  whatis meant by the word precious ? 
rift Secondly, what manner of faith ic is, 
-OTIR | thatis hereſpoken of. 

Fe * Hes preciow, the word is 74a, Ho- 


ns of 
8 the | 
ce or © 
| one, © 


- are pPromi 


' nourz asif the Apoſtle had ſaid, heis 


to you that beleive an honour, or ho- 
nourable. Prayſe, glory , and honour 
and indifferently ta- 
ken for one and the fame ching : bur if 


; we reſpe& their propriety , they differ 
- thus. 


Firft, 4s, praiſe, is when wemake 
honourable mention of others : this is 


/ externall, and expreſſed by the congue, 


OT Pelhs 


B 2 


Secondly, 


an. 4 ame 


« 7% 
ited [:£7:.- 
freat 1g" as 
VICENTE, /6- 
CE Hips 6 
Buxt.lu 
LOXK: 


* Secondly 5a, Glory - is a' reverend;} 
and venerable Opinion that we'!have of 
others ::this 18 incernall, lying: in the 
mind. - {157 


Thirdly; lyjad,: Honour canprehends | 


both choſe ; being a teftification of the 
CPinion , that wee have of other mens 


4 The preciouſneſſeof Chriſt * | 


” 


exce}lency and worth, declared by out= | 


ward tignes , as reſpeAtull ſaluta- 
tions y' uncovering the head , bow- 
ing the knee, and the like. Wee have a 
double expretiion, 2 Per, 1.19.Chriſt re- 
received from his Father nwle x} Zap, 
honout and glory, as much as;to ſay 


tranſcendent glory : glory in the higheſt 


depree. 


Tne Hebrew word-importing honeur - |: 


and plory is properly of weightineſle ; 


as Pax! mentioneth the weight of glory, + 


2 Cor. 4. 175. 135 Kabad fignifieth to 


aggravate, 'adde , or increaſe: .ſo muſt * 


* wee adde- excellency, price, eſtimati- 


on, and weight of honour unto Chriſt :. 


not that we can really and fubſtantially : 


adde the leaſt cubic unto che ſtature of + 


nis glory, of his beauties and-perfeQi- * 


ons :: for he is rich, and full, and abſo- ' 


lute wichour us :: but we-niuſt adde con- 
digne and worthy prayſes to him; and 


ſo : 


y Out= | 


OLBES / Beleevers - 5 


fſoacknowledge him to be: that which 
he. is: wee adde not. any' worth unto 


* Chriſt ; but onely an agnition or ac- 


knowledgement of his worth. 

I come to the ſecond queſtion, name- 
ly what mannerof Faith jt is , that the 
Apoftle ſpeaks of? The Divize ſpeakes 
of three kinds of Faith naturail , I:- 
gall, and Fyangelicall. The naturali 
Faith js to beleive that God 5, or that 
thereisa God , H:br. 11, 6. generalty 
all reaſonable Creatures, both Angc<is 
and men have ſuch a Faith as this : tbe 
Devils beleeve, that there 1s a God, an 
tremble, (aith the Apollle, 

Legall faith is to beleive that Gai 
ſpeaks Truth in the Scriptures , or that 
the word of God is crue ; Hiſtories. Pro- 
Pheſtes, Promiſes , threatnings, every 
line of that ſacred Te<xt, as ic was in- 
dighted by the Spiric of God , they il 
breath oat Truth, wickout the leaſt jor 
or tittle of talihood in chem. Now the 
Faith chat aflents to this is called Legai'; 
becauſe the Law , and particularly che 
firſt Commandement injuynes me to 
honour God : and I doe honour him, 
when beleeve, that which he laich is 


rue, 


B 3 Evangelicall 


6 Thepreciouſneſſe of (hrift 
Evangelicall Faith is to beleive God 
in Chrift. God is objedzm wit imum fidei, 
the ultimate, or the higheſt obiaft of 
Faith : and Chriſt is objednm mediation, | 
' the mediate obje& thereof. Chriſt is the 
Mc:diumby which we goe unto God : 
by him we beleeve in God, 1 Peter. 1. 21, 
and (faith Paw!) we truſt through Chriſt 
to Godward, 2 Cor. 3, 4. 

True Evangelicall Faith is that where- 
by the ſoule doth roll or caſt ic ſelfeup= 
on Chriſt, az upon a ſufficient and faith- 
full Saviour. 

And that this is the nature of Faith 
is declared by theſe phraſes of Scrip- 
ture. Toleane upon the Lord : the He- 
brew word yt toleane produces and 
brings forth the word thar fignifteth a 
a ſtaffe; becauſe we leane upon it: now 
Faith in Scripture is ſer forth by both 
theſe termes : in reſpe& of Faith the 
Lord is faid to be the ſtaffe of ba people, 
2 Sam. 22.19. and they are ſaid to leane 
or td ſtay themſelves upon him, Eſa. 10.20. 
Apaine, the word nv9 fignifies both 
coniidence, hope and lecurity, all which 
are effeQs of Faith : the radicall word * 
ts uſed toexprefi the aQ of Faith, Pſal. 
40. 3. And very lignificant and choyce ' 
- T6) 
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to declare the worke of Faith is that 
phraſe "77-5x 53 and applyed un- 
to David, and to Chriſt, Pſal. 22. 8. as 
much as to ſay, to roll ones (elfe on the 
Lord. Arins, Mont mus renders it, vol- 
ve ad Dominum, roll to the Lord: the 
Hebrew word belides the primative. 6g- 
fignification of rouling, imports alio a 
confident committing of ones felfe unto 
another. Againe , TJ)DR » Faith,ſtgni- 
fies a ſteady or firme reſting upon the 
Promiſes of God. Ir is ſaid , Exodus 


* 17.12. that Aoſes bis bands were ſtea- + ,.,, ., 
dy untill the going downe of the Sunnez Loc. 


where the ſame word 1s uſed for ſteady, 
as for Faith. Now then ſeeing thac to 
beleive in God is to leane upon him, as 
on a ſtaffe, or a ſupporter; to roule eur 
ſelves to him, or on him, as Creatures 
that cannot ſirbfait happily ſeparated 
from him ; and alſo to reſt ſteadily in 
him,as in God al-ſufficient, and the ve- 
ry life and Salvation of our toutes : cer- 
eainly this canno: bedone by an a@ of 
the underſtanding, but by an aft of the 
will. Confidence indeed is a fruit of 
Faith : buc yet you muſt cake it thus : 
as it relates to God in dependance on 
him for ſome future good, (o it is hope. 

B 4 Eut 


The preciouſneſſe of Chriſt 

But as it reſpe&eth him offering him- 
ſelfe to us in Chriſt at-preſenc ; ſo ir is 
faith : and hence are thoſe phraſes of 
the Apoſtle Tay dpopavuts , being fully per- 
ſroaded , Rom. 4. 21. wniguer;, the ſub- 
ſtance or ground of things hoped for ;, and 
taryoer, the Argument , or demonſtration 
of things not ſeen, Hebr. 11. 1. 

Having ſhewed what is meant by Pre- 
ciow,and what is the faith that eſteemes 
Chriſt ſo : Icometo the diviſion of the | 
Text. In the words obſerve. 

Firſt the perſon eſteemed , or ho-. 
noured, Chriſt, 

Secondly, the perſons ſo eſteeming 
or honouring , Beleeers. 

Third!y, the ground or reaſon of 
all, implyed in the word Therefore. Iris 
a relative particle, importing ſome an- 
recedent, or fore-going reaſons of the 
preciouſneſſe of Chriſt ro Beleevers , 
my 

. That he is found to be « preciows | 
ſt one verſe 4. 
' 2. That Beleivers alſo are made by | 
him /vzely flones , as wee read i in the fift | 
verſe, 

3. There is likewiſe teſtimony of 
Scr ipenre aliedged co conſirme the ex- | 
o— 
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to Beleevers, 9 
cellency of Chrift: therefore he muſt 
needs be precious, 


The words afforde us theſe DoQrines 
or Obſervations. 

Firſt, Chriſt is very honourable and 
precious. Chriſt is honoured in Hea- 
ven and Earth, by God the Father, by 
the Holy-Ghofſt in the Scriptures, by 
his Angels and by Beleevers : all theſe 
put ſuch worth upon him, that be the 
thiefeſt of ten thouſand , Cantice the htc 
chap. verſe the tenth. 

Secondly, however Chriſt b2 under- 
valued by ſuch as have no faith, and doe 
not beleive : yet he is exceeding preci- 
ous to thoſe that doe beleive. 

Thirdly, Chriſt is precious to Belee- 
vers, becanſe of his proper and inherent 
excellency , called therefore 2 precious 
ſtone ; becauſe of his uſefulnefle , being 
a Foundation to bui!d @pon : becaute 
of his blefſed efficiency or operation, 
making them that build upon him rv 
become living, or lively ſtoxes; and bh- 
nally, becauſe all theſe beauties and 
lovelineſſes of Chriſt are not ſhucks and 
fhadowes, but Truths and realities, be- 
ing confirmed by 4 ſure and infallible 
word of Prophecie. 


nyo Thepreciouſmeſſe of (hrift 


Arine, becauſe the ſubſtance and matter 
thereof ſhall be laid openia the ſecond, 


which was this. 


I hall make bold towavethe feſt Do- 


That tbough Chriſt be lighted and un- | 


dervalued by wnbeleevers ; yet be ws excee- 
ding precious to Beleevers. Where there 
is faich to beleive, there Chriit is highly 
eſteemed of, and precious above all the 
things in the world. 

Hence it is that the Kingdome of Hea- 
ven is likened to treaſure hid im a field, 
and to a pgoodly Margarite or pearle, 
which the Merchant having found he 
fclleth all cobuy ic. Marke I pray. 

Firſt, it: #5 a Merchant man, and Mer- 
chants commonly are well ſtored with 
mony, and of the richeſt ſort of men: 
it was much then for ſuch an one to 
part with all thac he had : ſurely that 
thing muſt be ſuperlacively excel» 
lent, thac could move him to doe thus. 

Secondly, it x a Merchant , the He- 
brew 4311 which tignifies a Merchant, 
duth allo lignifie a Seeker or ſearcher, 
becauſe Merchants doe ſearch up and 
downe in diverſe Countries for theic 
precious things : this notes the great 
paines that is taken about the Pearle. 
Thicdly, 
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Thirdly, when he hath made up his 
reſolution thus to forſake all , obſerve 
his policy: he hides the Pearle and the 
zreaſure , craftily he conceales ic and 
keeps it cloſe, that ſo he may makeic 
ſure to himſelfe, and that no man may 
deprive him of ic. 

Fourthly, be ſelleth all, to ſhew that 
he values ic above all things in the 
world ; and would rather part with all, 
then miſle of fuch a bargaine. 

Fifthly, be ſeleth all with joy : that 
which he doth , he doth wich a very 
good will, fo farre from any ſticking at 
it, ſo farre from any repenting or wa- 
vering , ſofarre from any changing of 
mind ; that heperſiſts in his reſolucion 
with a cheerefull and joyfull heart. 
Now what is the ground and reaſon of 
all this? verily icis Chriſt a treaſure, a 
Pearle of ineftimable andy unvaluable 
price; this is the thing that the ſoule 
likea politick Merchant-man eyes all 
this while, and is glad toleave all ro en- 
Joy it, : 

Seethis in the Apoſtle : he counted 
all things but lofle for the excellency of 
Chriſt: yea he counted them but dung, 
exvizac, dogi-meate , ira Ygivrv — 

that 


I D.n1- 


ſtranop. 


12 Theprectouſneſſe of Chrift 


that T may winne or gaine Chrift , ſaith 


'he: chatis , thatT may get more neare. 
'communion with him ; and that I may: 
be latisfied with a larger portion of his! fo 


falneſfe, 
Miſes aliotonnted the worſt of Chriſt 


berter thea the beſt of finne: nothing 


can b: imagined worſe of Chriſt then 


reproach and afflition : yet Moſes ſets: 
theſe ag 1inft the pleaſures of finne and ' 
the treaſures of Egype : he choſe rather to * 
ſuffer affliion with the people of God, then 


to enjoy the pleaſures of ſinne for a ſeaſon 3 
eſteeming the reproacb of Chriſt better riches, 


then the treaſures of Egypt, Hebr. 11, 26. \ 


Now beltie theſe examples , I will 
endeavour further to prove and illu- 
ſtrate the DoErine in this mechod. 


Ficit, I will ſhew the67}, chat ic | 


is {0. 
Szcortily, the z#3%n, how itis ſo. 
And thirdly, the 4157:, why iris ſo. 


In the 57 ic ſhall appeare by theſe de- | 


m-/n{trations; 


Firſt Beleevers are very impatient - 


he 
1 


of Chriſts abſence. Chriſt may vaile * 


himlelfe for a while, and withdraw his | 
Lighe and comfort from the ſoule: | 


though he take not away his loue , = 
. UtiG 
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'» Gaich he may ſuſpend the as of it; he may 

e neare  ſeeme to frowne z he may loabſcond, {oy 

'T may; hide andecclipſe hinſclte,;that che ſoule 

of his fora while loſeth ſenſe, and. feeles not: 

' its owne happineſſe. Now whea ir is 

Chrift thus with a Beleiver, Chriit is gone, : che, 

:thing | comfort and - afſurance. of. his Love. is. 

then gone, joy and Light is gone, © how de-. 

:r ſets | JeRed ,. how diſconſolate is the; ſqule 

e and | then ! fo far as a mani; ſpiricuall,che 

ber to * flame of love to Chriſt iskindled in him; 

, then *and then he cannor, ſi down withour . , 

aſon; him. Heis,the fountaine of all ſupply ; Brno 

icher, he is the ſtaffe of ſtrengeh, the fuppact. cbrifo oo: 

7-26, + Of joy, and the very;life af the as : 0, *n inferno, 

will that Lmight ſee-him ((aith the Beleiyer) 9447 ab 

illu- * ob that Emight live. in his preſence.! 7, _ 
nothinginthe world will content him, try = 

it ic neither honour, nor riches, nor plea-: Genef. 
ſures , nor friends., nor any thing elſe 

ſo. | willcontent him, till hefind bim whom 

 {o. his ſoule loveth,. till he finde the Lord 

de- | Jeſus Chriſt, whom formerly with un- 
ſpeakable pleaſure he enjoyed. II Demo, 

ent-! - Secondly , conſider that earneſt. in- 

ile © quifition and diligent ſearch, which che 

his | Beleiver makes after Chriſt when ab- 

le: } ſent. | | | 

7ec He ſeekes him diligently. and con-, 

he * fltanty. : Firſts 
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14 Theproecicuſneſſe of Chriſt 
Firft , hiediligence appeareth in that 
he -ſearcheth for Chriſt in the uſe of all 
holy Ordinances : who fo efteemerh 
Chriſt, the ſame perſon can ſlight no 
Ordinance of Chrift, hearing, prayer, 
meditation, conference with the godly, 
and thelike : hehath found ſuch ſweet- 
ne in all theſe , that he cannot give 
over his ſearch and inquirie, untill he 
barh found Chrift. Thoſe Ordinances 
are ( as I may ſay) a walke wherein 
- Chrift js wont to meet with his people: 
a Beleiver thereforedoth with great ea- 
gernefle, delight and ftudy pur himſelf 
gpon that way. If he finde not Chrift 
preſent, his ſpirit failes ; che ſoule'is in 
aſlynccpe or fic of ſwooning , there is 
2 ſwift and a ſadden failing of firength. 
But Chriſt being once found , this is as 
life from the dead. The Ordinances cher- 
fore in which Chriſt preſents and offers 
himſelfe are very precious to a Beleiver, 
The ſoule that hath once felc the quick- 
ning power of thoſe Ordinances , will 
hardly, or never be kept from them, 
Secondly , the rue Beleiver ſeekes 
Chrift conſtantly, he ſeeks him without 
mrermifhon or cealing, See a pattern of 
this, Cantic. 3, 1, 2,3. By night on my 
bed 
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ftreets : and yet the found him not, wer.2. 


ſve ? but even they ſatishe her not : 


' ſhe:found her beloved : ics not loſt ha- 


to Belerwers, rs 
bed T ſought bim, ſaith the: Church : and 
what was the ſuccelle 2 for the preſenc 
ſbe found bimuot : how then ? did the 
giveover? no: but ſhe ſought bim iu the 


Well, the is not contented; but ſhe ſeeks 
him againe: ſbe arker the watchmes for 
bim; ſuch as were in place of ſuperin- 
tendency and Miniſtry .; ſuch:as:pre- | 
tended at leaft to have the greateft care 1 
of ber: ſhe inquires of them for him : | 
ſaw yee bim whom my ſondde loveth , ſaith 


therefore ſhe goes further , waiting pa- 
ctiently for the Revelation -of Chriſt: 
and ſoar length ſhe hath bleſſed ſucceſle : 


bour to ſeeke and waite:for Chriſt con- 
ſantly and perſeveringly : ſuch labour 

in the Lord ſhall never be in vaine : and 

verily they dochighly eſtecme of Chriſt, 

who ſeek him ſo. 

Thirdly, a true Beleiver doth not on» 1II.-Dem 

ly ſeeke Chriſt diligently and conſtant- 

ly: bur alfo he hath a prudentiall care 

in keeping him when he hath found 

him. 1 bel/dbim ( ſaith the Church) and 

would not -let bim goe , Cant. 3. 4. the 

came by him hardly : and therefore = 

W 


15 Thepretiouſneſſe of Chriſt 


will not part with him lightly, ir coft | 
her hot water ( as I may ſay) to ger 


; ti 


him ; ſhe gat bim wich much hazard © fu 


and danger , mach lofle and ſuffering : F 


and therefore the will not leave hinr. for 
che greateſt advantage in the world. 


She knowes, that nothing under: Hea- | 


ven can countervaile or repaire the loſle 
of him : ſhe knowes, that nothing in 
this great and wide Univerſe, though 
never ſo lovely and defireable can be e- 
quivalent ro-fucha Jewel! : She knowes, 
that wich him is the well-ſpring of life 
and of all bleſhng : therefore ſhe can- 
not be induced or perſwaded upon' any 


tearmes to part'with him. Many of *' 


Chriſis followers forſooke him , and 
went no more'with him : but wzll yee 
alſo forſake me, ſaith he to his Apoſtles? 
Peter anſwers for himſelfe and the reſt : 
Lord, whither ſhall we goe ? thou haſt the 
words of eternal life , Joh. 6. 68. as if 
he ſhould have ſaid : Lord, if wee leave 
thee, weleave our life and our comfort; 


wee forſake our owne mercy: 'iti was | 
motive enobgh ro ſtay by him, and co | 
keep clofſero him to confider that erer- | 
nall Life , and conſequently the. very | 
quinteſſence of all happinefle was with | 


hi: 
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' an Embleme or fgureof a ſound belcj- 


| # my portion {aith my ſoule : noc onely 


; | vidisin the ſame moode too: the Lord 

| ts ny portion and mine inheritance ( faith 1 
| he) the lines arefallen wth nie in pleaſerit [ 
' Placer, yea, I baut a goodly beritage , Plal.' | 
! 26.5, 6. He alludes to the manner of 
| dividing thel 
| dten of Iſrael, EIEEY how, 


to Beleevers. 17 
tim. The Merchant that found a trea- 
ſure of great price, went and bid it, and 
Joyfully ſold all that be bad to purchaſe 
it: and therefore hewill not part with 
it for any good. This Merchant-man is 


ver, who when he hath found Chriſt, 
will not forgoe him by any meanes: no, 
but he will ſay of him, whctn havell in 
Heaven bur thee: and on Earth there 
is none that I deſire in compariſon of 
thee : Chriſt is tbe ſtrength of bis beart, 
and bis portion for ever, Plal. 73- 25, 26. 
'T:s the voyce of the Church : the Lord 


her tongue without ; but even her ſoule 
ahd her ſpirit within ſpeakes it with un- 
conceiveable Joy and delight : ſhe was 
in deep afflition when ſhe ſpake it, 
Lament. 3. 24. Yetthe apprehierſion of 
ſach a portion, as the Lord, was ſolace 
and refreſhing enough to her. And Da-. 


LandofCatlaziito the chil-= 
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O terg; quaterq; beati; unſpeakably hap-: 


py are they that have ſuch an heritage : 


can wee thinke now that they will be | 


ſuch foolee, as to part with it ?: no ve- 
rily, they will not fo dote on any thing 


in the world, as to leave Heaven for : 
earth, infinite and etervall joyes for a | 


{tort blazz , or a little flaſh of mirth, 
like the crackling of thornes under a 


pct: they will nat be ſo oyerſeen and 


beſorted, as to part with ſuch an heri- 
tage, as Chriſt is, rich , fat, alwayes 
f: aittull, and never decaying , ag9: pwr, 


Ker dplarrer , audpapny, as the Apoſtle | 


{faith :*cis an inheritance where there is 
no dirt, no winter, or withering, no de- 
cay or dying of fruites; but ever green, 
ever flouriſhing , ever bearing, -infinite- 
ly proftable and delightfull to. the poſ- 
{:fors of it : who can be ſofoaliſh as to 
parc with ſuch an inhericance as this? If 
Noth would not part with the heritage 
ot his Fathers; bow can wee..imagine 
char the Saints will part with theirs ? 


Naboths was his bur tor his life time | 
onely : bur the heritage of che Saints * 


is everlaſting : Naboths was ſ{ubjeR ro 
many hazards and caſualtiee, fre, in- 


urdation, robbery , blaſting , wormes, | 


and 
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hap-: andutter lofſe, as theevent declared: 
age: buctheheritageof the Saints, the por- 
1 be | tion that they have in Chriſt is quite a- 
D ve- | bove and beyond all ſuch detriment: 
hing they will notchen be ſuch fooles , as co 
| for - part withit. . of 

or a Fourchly,confider the principle from IV. Dem. 
irth, whence flowes the ſoules bewailing of 
er a  Chriſtsabſence, diligent and conftanc 
and ' ſeeking of him, and keeping him with 
eri- much care and jealoufie when ſhe hath 
ayes found him ; that principle is love. I 
pry, fought bim whom my ſoule lovetb, ſaith che 
tle - Church,Cantic. 3, 4, Now love is the 
e 18 | inclining or cloling of the will , with 
de- or is. at leaſt apprehended 
een, tobeexceliencand agreeable to ir ſelte: 
Iite- | I fy apprehended to be excellent ; be- 
of- | cayſe ſometimes the objeR. is not excel- 
810. lentindeed , buronely fanſfied and con- 
? If | ceitedco be fuch: but here the caſe is 
age, Ootherwiſe, as I truſt ir (hall appeare. 
ine Inthe meane time obſerve the nature of 
rs? | thewill;z iciseliciza, not: coaTZa, incli- 
me | ned anddrawne forth ;. not compelled 
nts | andcanſtrained, not raviſded(as I may 
to ! ſay) or forced :: will (hould be no will, 
ifit were ſo: the will is abſolute and 


; free 5 ic fires as Empreſle in che ſoule, 
FE C 2 comman=- 
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20 Thepreticuſneſſe of Chriſt 
commanding therein chiefe, as we ſay: 
no violence can be offered ro it: or if 


there be any y yer jt is very pleafing full 
of rittiacion , fall of rickling and de- 


lighr, I conffſetheold ſayingis ;/ duct- * 


n:us T/entem, and trahimus noletitem : 
we !ezd him , that is willing 5 and we 
draw him, that is unwilling : but when 


the Father is ſaidro draw wy; Fob, 6. 44 | 


and oye alſo is ſaid rodraw ww 5 Cans 


tic, 1. 4. we muſt krow thar here-B-no {| 


doakibnlties; or ccaftion: burir isdone 


by the [weetneſſe, and-efficacy of grace *. 


it is done by rhe ſecret operation and 
working ot the'Spirir', inclining'the 
hearr, 2nid ſwaying the will-: T conclude 
cher, chac if the will be fo impaſlible, 
and canner be forced ; Chriſt muſt 

nzeds bea Load-ftor.e ( 33 | may lay) 
very attraftive, ard an objeR very temp= 
ting and alluring © elſe certainly” hee 
conld never have incl power over mens 
wills to inclinetitem, to'draw- them, to 
bend themand bd: them, as he doth : 
he ccu'd rever' make the Wolfe ts dwell 
with the Limbe , ard the Leopard to lie 
dowone rich the Kid, 'as*eis in the Pro- 
Pher : he could never ' tame the fierce 
natures, and the ravenoes diſpolidions 
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of perfecutors ; he could never changs 
mens miindes, and alter the conſticut- 
on of their ſoules, fo as he dyth; if 
there were not exccllency 11 him ſyper- 
humane , and above a'l that which 
any creature can boaſt of ? duubtleſk ic 
muſt argue the excelling dignity and 
preciouſnefle of Chriſt, when our wills, 
which are ſnvje& to no enforcement, 
areſo kindly and ſo ſweetly ſwayed and 
commanded by him. 

Againe we muſt know, that the 0bj-& 
of the will according to the mind of the 
Philoſopher is ſomething that is good : 
bonum eſt objefium voluntatis , faith the 
Moralift : whether ic be bonumreale, a 
reall and ſybſtantiall goud z or bonum 
apparens, a (hadowith and ſeeming goud» 
icis ſo; both are the abje& of the will : 
buc Chriſt is alcagether ſubſtarce and 
no ſhadow,no lye, no fallhood, no fue, 
no varniſhed appearance of good ; bur 
the moſt ſolid, and abſolute bleſſing, 
thatis in the world ; ſo revealed by the 
Spiric , and fo apprehended by the 
Saints : and therefoce ic is, that he is 
{ſo choyce and precious to them. Thar 
excellent glory, that tranſcendent good, 
that ſpiricuall beaucy , that ſuperemi- 
GC 3 nens 
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nent worthineſſe , that overflowing 
fountaine of Grace, and the ſhining of - 
Gods face in Chriſt ; theſe make him * 
co be the beft obje& ; theſe fer a high 
rate and price upon him : theſe incline 
the will, actrat the heart, and draw 
the love of our ſoules to him. | 
Againe , obſerve that the obje& of 
the will muſt bea thing ſutable 3 bonwn 
fubi conveniens , a good agreeable to ic | 
ſelfe. Now ſuch an obje&is Chriſt : he 
is moſt ſutable and agreeing too us in all 
his Offices , in all bis communications ; 
ſutable in his bload for pardon, in his ' 
grace to adorne us, yea in his very de- 
baſements to lift us up ; ſacable in his 
love for loſt ſinners , in his fulneſſe for 
for empty and beggerly ſoules; yea the 
fummum bem, the chiefeſt good , thac 
wee can defire , or be poffeſt of : this | 
makes a child of God to love nothing | 
ſo well as him : there 3s none on earth, 
that I deſire befrdes thee , (aich the Pſal- 
miſt. If Chriſt were not very precious '/ 
to beleevers, —_ they would nor | 
overlooke all tteworld to claſpe, and | 
clote with him, as they doe. 4 
A ſecond thing illuſtrating the Do- | 
Arine is the x29%, how it is ſo? there | 
are | - 
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to Beleeoers. 23 
are foare things ſpoken of in the Scrip- 
.ture, which make a thing co bz preci- 

:0us;-viz. the Rarity. 

.:.- The Eſfteeme. 
The Price. 
And the uſefutneſle there of: 
Firſt, the tarity and ſcarcenefſe bf a 
thing makes it to be precious : for rhis 
cauſe isthe word of God, viz. the word 
of Prophelie called firecious, 1 Sam. 3.1. 

Ir is faid there, thay rhe word of God was 
preciows,that is,it was rare in thoſe days : 
ſo is Chriſt rare in the world : few and 
rare they be that find him : one of a Cz- 
ty, and trwo of a Tribe, as *tis in the Pro- 
pher, Chriſt isa Pearle, yea a Pearle of 
higheſt price, as in Aatrh. 13. Pearles 
are rare in the world : the Merchanc 
onely, that ſeekes farre, obtaines them : 

there are more wayes to miffe , then to 
hic the marke : che ſtoney ground, and 

the young man in the Gofpel came neare 
the Kingdome of God , but yer mitſed 
ie: 'd8' rare to ſee a ſoule embelliſhed 
nal adorned with ſuch a Jewell , as 

Chrift is : this then muſt needs make 

him t6be precious. If things excellent 

were common, the plentinefſe of them 


C 4 ſaid 
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24 The preciouſneſſs of Chriſt 
faid 1 Kings 10. 21. that el Solomons 


drinking veſſels , and all the weſſels of the. 


Forreſt houſe in Lebanon were of pure gold 


none were of Sulver, it was notbing accouns | 
red of in the dayes of Solomon : the King | 
made ic as common as ſtones in Jeruſa- | 
lem, as we read in verſe 27. The excel(- | 


five and ſuperabuynding quantity of 
that metrall made it fo cheape and fo 
worthleſſc, as ic was; had it been rarer, 
it would have been more precious : this 


then conficmes the exceeding precioul(- | 
neſſe of Chrilt , becauſe they be thinne | 
ſowne, and come up as thinly, that have | 
him for their portion: the paucity and | 


fewnes of iuch,as are enriched with bim, 
argues his dignity and worth nor alictle. 


Secondly . the high eſteeme , that is | 


caſt upon a thing makes icalſoro be pre- 


cious ; ſo is Gold and Silver precious, | 
becauſe men make great account of | 
ic. Neither doth Chriſt come ſhort of 


this Argument : whatſoever worldlings 
account of him, ir skils not : fooles and 
mad-men cannot judge of cxcellencies; 
Lec the foolifh Gadayens efteeme more 
of their ſwine, then of Chriſt ; we will 
not lay him in ſuch a balance: looke 
upon God the Father, and; fee whag 
Eb | reckoning 
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to Fel _ 25 
lomour reckoning he makes of him : he calls 
of the him choyce and precions, as we reade 1 Pe- 
Bold; | ter2. 6. Bebold , I lay in Sion a chiefe 
*cOun= | corner flonez ele& and preciow. God hath 
King | honoured Chritt,eÞ* commiried all Fudge- 
rruſa- ment evenithe full adminiſtration of all 
Kcel- ; things ro him, that all men might honour | 
y of bim. Chriſt was inthe bolome of the Fa- | 
d fo | ther; hewas fromalleternity privie to | 

[ 


arery, all his counſelsand decrees, as we finde 
this | Prov. $. 22, 23, 24. &c. The Lord poſſeſſed 
oul- ' me in the beginning of bus way before bis 
inne | workes of old : the word INY is there 
iave | uſed, put for eternity, & parte ante, az we 
and | fay: asif Chriſt ſhould havelaid ; even 


' 
im, from all eternity , before his workes | 
tle, made in the Creation of the world 1 | 
: 1s | was myfathers Darling : when be made | 
Ye- } the Heavens , girded the Sea; aud gave 
us, | tbe wnreſiſtable decree, that ic ſhould keep 
of | in irs bounds, 1 wes one brought up 


of | withbim; I wa a a child with the Fa- 
gs | ther; 1 wa dayly bus delight: the vii- 


nd ginall word is Dy1gy iy delights in { 
3; the plurall number, intimating that the 
Ie eternall Sonne was the greateſt delight 

ill of his Father : hee was variety of de- | 
Ke lights unto him: while God was mar 
a king of the world, he tooke infinite piea- | 
g ae ES | fare 
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ſare in him ;.in ſo much thac he made 

 allcbipgs by him: every creature hach - 
4 beame of the Fathers wiſdome in it; | 
and the wiidome of God-is the :Sunne. | 
This iza greac myſtery : buc God ſpeaks | 
of ic in tearmes very quaint and-famili- | 
ar. Chriſt ſpeaking ot the dayezsof eter- ' 


nity and everlaſtiognefle, ſaith that he 
was alwayes. rejoyeing before :God ; the 
word is PPM) 4s much as-to ſay, 
fporting greazly;.a- metaphor , or ſmile 


caken frog little ones, which ſport and 
play befotprheic Parents: Chriſt muſt 


needs be precious , being thas highly 
eſteemed of the Father. And to this 
head of Argumentation wee may adde 


the great and high account that the 


moſt excellent of all Gods Creation, 
the holy Angels have of him, they all 
worbhip him, and adore him, Hebr. 1, 
6. yea they doecxceedingearneftly de- 
fice to ſloope downe and pry into the great 
inyſtery of. our Redemption by Chriſt, 
as the words «ruvors and mpuxiay, 
i Peter 3. 12, doe import: where the 
Apoſtle alludes to the manner of the 
Cherubims looking downeinto the Mer- 
cy-leate: this is the ſtudy, yea, this is 
the delight and recreation of che ele& 

| Angds 
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wy : Angels to looke into the ſeverall ſcopes 
; harh of our ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, to be- 
o.5! holdthe whole frame and fabrick of it, 
* | toob(erveall theparts of ic from che be- 
peaks - ginning to theend, and che glorious at- 
_  tributesof God, his wiſdome, his pow- 
cter- " er, his Juſtice , his Mercy, all ſhining 
at he _ andgliteeringin irlike brighc Scarres in 
\ the | the firmamen : this, I ſay, is their 
lay, worke : yea this is their feſtivicy and 
mile paſt-timie.. Then ler the profane ones of 
and the world thinke what chey will of 
vuſt . Chriſt ;letthem {light him, and ſcorne 
bly ' him, andcaft him at their heeles, aj 
= they doe; let them trample upon his 
de bloud and paſſion, as their wicked man. 
he neris, making it a common and worth- 
= lefle thing; ler chem deſpiſe choſe high 
ll | and celeſtiall Myſteriss of bis Media- 


1. | torſhip; wee need not care for their 
4 thoughts; ir is enough for us, that God 
« the Father hath honoured and exalted 


him, thatthe holy Angels doe venerate 
and worſhip him ; yea and all the Saints 
doe magnifie him , and count him very | 
precious : the opinion, that one of che ) 
leaſt of theſe hath of Chriſt, is more to I 
be regarded, then the Judgement of che 


wifeft and moſt judicious A” 
taat 
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28 The preceouſneſſe of Chriſf 
that are. The Preacher ſaith, that a 
wiſe mans beart is at bis right band ; but 


a feoles at bus left, Eccleſ; 10. 2. what is 


the meaning of this ? Wee know, that | 


naturally every mans heartis placed on 
thelefci{iJe : therefore ſurely that fen+ 
tence aimeth at ſomerhing higher then 
Nature : doubtleſſe then Heavenly 
things are figured by the right hand, and 
Earthly by the lefr. The firſt is the 


choyce of the Saints : they are therefore 


thoſe wiſe ones, whole heart is at their 
right hand ; the other is the delight of 
Heatheniſh and carnall people 2: they 
then arethe fooles, whoſe heart is on 
their lefc hand: and here is the true rea- 
ſon , why the men of this world doe 

e{piſe Chriſt, their heartisa lefe-han- 
ded heart ( as I may fay ) they favour 
and relliſhnoching bur earthly things ; 


and therefore Chriſt and the glorious 


rhingsof the Goſpel are lightly ſer by : 
ſuch wiſedome is coo high for fooles, 
as Sylomon (aich , they cannot attaine 
unto it. Even the Heathen Philoſophers 
as wiſe as they were, could not reach ic: 
they were fo farre from embracing it, 
that they counted it very fooliſhneſle : 
and beic ſo ( Gith the Apoſtle, for he 


goth 
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doth after a ſort gratific thetn)) yet the 

fooliſhneſſe of God us wiſer then men; and 

the weakniſſe of God is ſtronger then men. 

It 8kils noc then what the. men of the 

world doe thinke of Chriſt : but what 

eſteeme God, and his holy Angels, and 

the Saincs illominated and enlighmed 

by- the Spirit of God have of him: if 

they count him precious ; this is an Ar- 

gument icrefragable, and a proofe be- 

yond all exception,that he is ſo indeed. 
Thirdly,the great and exceſſive price, xxx The 

that is given for a thing , doth likewiſe Sravien 

render it very precious. Precious things 

have their denomination from this Ar- 

gument- The oyle, wherewith ary 

anoynted Chriſt , was called precious 

tn this reſpe& : this ontment might have 

been fold for much, and given t0 the poore, 

Thus allo the life of a mn is ſaid to be 

precicuy, Proverb. 6, 26. becauſe he will 

part with one thing after another , ell 

all: begone to ſaveit : as wee ſee in the” 

Epyptians , who parted firſt with their 

mony, after that with their cattell3 and 

hft of all with their Lands;-ani all roi 

bay bread ro fave their precious lives. 

Now this alſo doth ſet forth the preci- 

ouſnefle of Chriſt':' but who ſhall- yas 
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30 Theprecieuſneſſe of Chrift 
lane him ? Who ſhall ſee the price upon 
him? not men of corrupt minds , not 
people of depraved aflcQions : for they 
will ſec roo lowa rate upon him, 

fold him, and che High-Prieſts booughs 
him for 30: pieces of filver ; - goodly 
price ( ſaith Chriſt) that I wa priſed as 
of them Zach. 11. 13. Magrificum pre= 
tim, as Junius rendersit : a very wor- 
thy price ; I pramiſe you: ironically ſpo- 


ken , meaning 'nothing ;lefle ; and yet 


;: be waznolefle then the eternall Febonab, 
** * that was ſo priſed: Jehovab ſaid nnto 
me; caſt it nent the potter; agaodly price, 


that I was priſed at of them. But they did 
chas ro fulfill the good Counſell and 
purpole of God for others, that would 
efteeme more highiy of him. There be 
them in che world ,- that doe enhaunſs 
the price of Chriſt , ard: value him af 
the higheſt rate : chovgh ome will noe 
part with a beafily luſt tor him ; though 
like bogs they count the baſe waſh and 
figge w'be farre ſweeter : yet there 'be 
drhers;' rhat know well che worth of 
kim: there be ochers thar are willing to 
forſakeall for;him : we have forſaken. olt 
( ſaith 'Perer.) and: bave followed thee, 
Math. 19.27. The Merqbant, of whom 
you 
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yau. heazg, before, fold all. p buy the 
precious pearle : he valued, is above all 
> things in the world , and was willing 
- to leaveall far it. The holy Marcy; 
| thoughe not their very lives, and choir 
þ 

| 


heart-bloyd goo dearefar. Chriſt :. ſo it 

isfaid , that they loved nat 2beir lives wr; 
ta the.degth., 'Revel. 12.11. thatis, they 
deſpiſed their. lives in - compariſon. of 
Chriſt: they [expoſed their bodies to 
hoxrible and paintfull deatbs, their tem- 
porall eſtates to the: ſpoyle,. and their 
| perlanstoall manner of ſhameand con». 
| tempt for the cauſe of Chriſt ; they 
* thought nothing too; hot. for him. A. 
+ foule, that by Faithhath ſenſe of the 
| worthof Chriſt, will willingly give all 
for him, will goe away rejoycing, and 

will thinke his pennie-worth to be ve- 


gages | PR 76 

ourthly, the , uſefulnefſe. and proti- x (7 77 
tablenefle of a thing makes ic alſo to be ,__ 
precious : in this ſenſe are the fruits of 
| the Earth called precious, as. we reade, 
Deas. 33. 14 there the precious fruity 
put forth by cthuſe heavenly luminaries, 
the Sunne and Moone, are a part of o- 
ſepbs bleſſing: and precious they were, 
becauſe. very uſefull. and ſerviceable boy 

t 
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32 Thepretiouſneſſe of Chrift 
the life of man : and the influence of 
thoſe heavenly bodies by a courſe, 
which God had conſtituted and fer in 
Nature ; made them the more uſefall, 
and therefore the more precious, So al- 
fo are the affi&ed and perſectted Saints 
faid to beare precious ſeed, Pal. 126. 6. 
beeauſe their fafferings ſhall profit them 
much in the end : ſuch ſeed {hall bring 
forth weighty ſheaves of joy at the laſt. 
Now then , to'come to the point, that 


we drive at, in this mannet doth the 


Scripture hold forth Chriſt as precious : 
he is very precious ; becauſe he is very 
aſcful]: he is uſefull for many things, 
yea for all thitigs'; bar eſpecially for 
theſe two, 4 | 
- Juſtification. ' 


vi. . : _ 
* 2 MiQification. is 


Firſt, Chriſt is ulefyll tfor- Juſtificatl 

- on * he is the' qnely mine-pic of this 
creaſure © the golden and precious veines 
of it ronnealong in him onely. That he 
might be juſt , which beleeveth' in Jeſus, 
faith the Apoſtle 5 Rom. J. 26 'in wiveor 
Wnred', which 3 of the Faith of F.fus ; that 
is, which ſeekenot Juſtification by their 
owne righteouſnefe, viz. by the works 
of the Law ; bac by Chrift alone < and 


% 
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hence we are faid to be made the righte- 
ouſneſſe of God in bim, 2 Cor, 5. 21, 
in © marke, I pray. The Apoſtledoth diſcrt- 
Il, © ly and emphatically .adde che clauſe 
I © i» avr$, #: bim, that hemay take away 


ts | all conceitof inherencein us, and eſta- 


bliſh the Do&rine of imputation 5 as 
nm ©} Chriſt is madefinnein us by impuraci- 
g } on: ſoweeare made righteouſnefſe in 
t, him by: the ame way. Sc. Auguſtines 
r place , which-Beza cites, is a moſt full 
fe commentary -::God the Father ( faith 
, be) made him to be finne, who knew no 
7 ſinne; that we might be the righteouſ- 
4 nelle of God,ynot our owne, and in him, 
a that is; in Chriſt, not in our ſelves. And 


being thus juſtified, we are fo righteous, 
as if we were righteouſneſle ic ſelte. Ir 
* = bh Chriſtalone, that can adminiſter life 
EF and righteoliſneſle : itis he alone, that 
k bindes up the broken-bearted, opens the pri- 

| . ſon dores, proclaimes Liberty to Captives, 

* and theacceptacle yeare of the Lard, or the 

7} Lords yeare of good will: the Quireof the. 

| heavenly hoft ſang good will towards. 

| mers, when this accepred and welcome 
yeare was come ; Lake 2. 14. This was 
Chriſts worke :.1be Law.iwss too weake 
for it * thatcould vs but not make a>, 
|& live- 
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alive; Chrift alone bare che -whols w 
weight of his Fathers wrathy made re- 

concihationh for iniquity ,-and bronghe © il 
in everlaſting righteubtneſſe ; none but vi 
he was of uſe for this 3 and-therefore © nc 
he'rauft needs beprecions. in 
 $:thndly , hee is likewiſe” tſefull for © jn 
San&ification, that Spiritalone, which _ pl 
Chrili ſends forth, is of powerand abi> * js 
liry to-ntſtill and breath grace inco us, vi 
and ſo makewsmeer veſſds:for the hea=- a 
venly '\maſters ufe: Ir is: Chriſt, chat * M 
ſtamps afreſh the impreſiion' of; Gods Ie 
Image defaced. and decayed 'in our fa 
| ſoules : it'is he that reftazes:che life. 'of © of 
Y Gcd in'man, :loſt by finnez ty the-keiwſ- = 
| | ſed/inflixe and droppings ' af this grace | ſt: 
we come tb fust oz the new+inan which ws | en 
renewed in knowledge after 4bt. Image of | as 
bim that created him, 2s tbe:Apoſhle fpeakes, 
Calofſ. 3.10. he utesa Meraphior et put ; © th 
ting on taken from. garmencs, to:ſhew _ th 
tht thotenewqualiries of the foule are re 
at as Venuit and beautifnll -otnas © re 
ments to var hature: the. ibitanceof  g1 
the (otyeis not 'chanzed, as Corne have. ' nt 
footiſhly Bream't; but onely ie puts on: | tt 
new -properties 21id affeftions, new _ 1c 
powers and abilities : andchis'benefit © 
; wee ' 
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wee derive from Chriſt. 
The parts of Sanftification are mor- 


- tification, a dying unto finne, and vi- 


vification, a living unto righteouſneſſe: 


© now both theſe come by vertue of our 


implantation , inſerting , or ingr 
into Chrift : the firſt when wee are im- 
planted into his death , and the ſecond 


” jsa fruicof his reſurre&ion : Chriſt re- 


viving, his members could not lie dead : 
a livivg head and dead members were a 
Maonfter never ſeen in nature. Neverthe- 
lefſe obſerve thisz that though wee are 
ſan&ified by the death and reſurreQion 


- of Chrift ; yer his death is the Primum 


mobile, as I may ſay, that ftrikes the ficſt 


{ ſtroke, that is the mericorious and ex- 
' emptary .cauſe of our ſanCification , 
- and hence is that ſaying of the Apoſtle, 


Rom. 6. 5..If we have been planted toge- 


- - therin the likenefle of his death ; wee 


ſhall be alſo in the likenefke of bis refur- 


* recon: this is an elegant metaphor, 
- repreſenting unto us , thatas plants en- 


graffed doe receive moyfture, juyce, and 


' nouriſhment from the ſtock , whereby 


they ſprout out, budde, and beare fruit; 


fo wee being as it were inſerted into 
Chriſt, doereceive vigour and life from 


D 2 him, 


him , whereby we walke in the Spirit, 
and become fpirituall , holy , gracious, 


and 2&ivein all good workes. Chriſt is . 


the Olive tree,that ſtandeth before the Kuler 
of the whole Earth, and emptieth it ſelſe by 
the pipes and conduits of bis word Into the 


olden Candleſtick of bis Church Zacb, 4. * 
F johe and grace in the Miniftration of - 
holy Ordinancee fiow from him * he is . 


the head and feare of ſpirituall influ- 
ence, from which che whole myſticall 
body receives breath, life, and motion : 
this is the Apoſtles ſimile , Colefſ, 2. 19. 


He makes there Chriſt ro be the Head, 


and the Chuich the body knic rogether 
by certaine joynts, and ligaments, as 
wee ſee ir is in natore : and by this 


meanes it hath convenient nourifhment_. 


miniſtied to all parts , whereby it in- 
creaſeth with the increafe of God , thar 
is, wich mighty and moſt bleſſed increa- 


fings. Chriit hath geodneffe encogh for _ 


hirvelte, and for all bis Members : he 


isa Fountaine never drie; and the Phi- 


loic phers property of good agrees to 


him mcſt of all : Bonum eft fas commu- 


ncat;zum : that which is good fpares *' 


por, bur communicates it ſelfe : this is 


molt crfie of Chriſt : his grace is diffu- | 
five * 
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five likeyyater, of which the Naturaliſt 
faith, that it is difficulcly contained 
within its owne buunds ; but eabily 
within the bounds of ſome other thing. 
Chriſt is that ſunne of righteouſneſle, 
that compaſſcth the whole world en- 
lightning , warming, and cherithing 
every one of his ele& wich his beames, 
of bis fulneſſe we all receive, and grace for 
grace, ſaith the Apoſtle, Jobn 1. 16. 
Yepte &p]} x-pireg , that is , abundant 
grace, or graces tutable to his owne. 
The firſt day of union a Beleeyzr en- 
Joyes this participation of grace. Lni- 
on is the ground of Communion. Wee 
muſt remember alſo that Chriſt did lan- 
Rifie himſelfe to the end, that we mizhr 
be ſanQified : for their ſukes I ſanitifie my 
ſelfe , that they alſo might be ſunified 
through the Truth, ſaith Chiiſt, F-b. 17, 
19. Chriſt is the principal! cauſ: of 


- our San&ification : wee are ſarRihed 


vertually by his (anQitying of himſclte : 
he being (er apart, and ſeparated from 
ſinners, ſuch as are by his Spirit an4 by 
faith knic to him, muſt needs be alſo ſe- 


- Parated fromthe world to walke with 


Godin holinefſe of lite and converſati- 


on. Thus much of the za%7, demon= 
D 3 ſtrating 
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33 Thepreciouſneſſe of (brift 
| ſtrating and declaring how Chriſt 18 
| | precious. > 


| | ſo? 
| | There be many reaſons and cauſes 
| why Belcevers dueeſteeme ſo highly of 
Chriſt, as they doe. 


| convinced of their moſt miferable and 
| wretched condition withont him :'and 


reſpe&of any help and' deliverance in 

that condition. 

i Firſt, when the ſoule findes ic felfe in 

| darkneffe without any Light ; lying un- 
| der ſhame and diſhonour : under the 
f guilt of finne, and not able to deliver it 


for ir ſelfe, and ſecke with great impor- 
tunicy for a Saviour. The Dove could 


wounded Spirit , as Solomon calls it; 
when it is as the bleſſed Redeemer wat 


melr.umvs, ſurrounded with ſorrow , and it 


and tumblzdupand downe in a whok 


I come now to the third thing, 
which is the Nb, ſbewing why it is 
l L Reaſons Firſt, beleivers are in ſome theaſure? 


f alſo of the impotency of the creature in: 


ſelfe : this cannot but make it looke out 


find no reſt for the ſoale of her foor, till. 
ſhe returned into the Arke. Ic is a perfett 
hyeroghyphick or reſemblance of #” 


is full of reſtlefſe vexations , fluQuating 
Ocean) 
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Ocean of perplexicies and. feares , and 
can ſeenotſhoarey, no Land, no Creek, ar 
haven of gamfurt : theinit mult into the 
Arke ; then it uies the ſojiloquie- of the 
Pjalmiſt ; returne unta thy reſi 9 my ſoule : 
thea it cries;out with the bli{tkd Mar- 
tyr, 0 ! nong but Chiilt , none but 
Chriſt : there's my Arke, ther's my 6, 
there's my refuge; there 1 {bali find re- 
leife and refreſhment, or elſe no where. 
Chriſt will be a calme to me after a 
Rorme : be will diſpeil and drive away 
all theſe clouds : he will hold my head 
aboye water, and keep me from linking ; 
he will be light and joy,and un{peakable 
folace after: a}l theſe diſtempers : thus 
the pooreaſiRed ſoule, as a priſoner of 
hope ( as the Prophet ſpeakes Zach. g. 
12, ) regirnes unto Chriit, as to its 
ſtrong hold. The miſcrble foule ſeeks 

for cure; the whale need not the Phyſition 

(laich Chrift) but the fick « in lick fin- 

nes will enquire and feck after the Phy- 

{tion of ſaules. The fete of mitcry is 

the primum mobile, the firſt mover , that 

{ers us 0n ſeeking for Chriit. The more 


wee know onr Oowne mitlery : the more 


we knowhow to priſe Chriſt, and ſer a 
true value upon him. 


D 4 Againe, 


40 Theprectouſneſſe of Chriſt 


Againe , Beleevers are likewiſe con- 
vinced of the impotency and weakneſk 
of the creature , in reſpe& of any hely' 
or ſuccaur that it can afford. None can 
by any meanes redeeme hy brother , nor giv 
to God a ranſome for him, Pſal. a9, 7. i 
not redemption from temporall death, 
much leffe from erernall. Will the Lor 
be pleaſed with thouſands of Rammes (ſaith 


the Prophet) or with ten #bouſand river! 


of oyle ? ball I give my firſt borne for m 
tranſgreſſion : the fruit of my body for the 
ſanne of 'my ſoule ? The truch is 5 ſhould 
allthe Ange's in Heaven, and ri _ 
men upon Earth joyne their g 

together, and offer ic up to God as a abs 


crifice : ir would not be ſufficient to ex-. 


plate ſo much as one finne. Now when 
the fouleis ſenſible of this, it crierh out 
( a8 Peter in another caſe) help Lord, or 
elſe I periſh. 

* Solomon laith, that as good newer from 
a farre Country, ſo 1s cold water to a'thirſh 


ſoule, Prov. 25. 25. So it is with a poore. 
diſtreſſed toule ,” when It ſeeth it ſelfe as 


icwerein a farre Countrey , farre fron 
God , farre from ' 'oy , and fatre from 
any deliverance inie ſelfe , Or in any 0- 
ther ; thenlf onebring him newes of a 
? : m— 


{ 
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Saviour; of a Redeemer, this is welcome 
newes indeed ; this is as cold water to a 
thirſty ſoule, 

An inſtance of this is ſeen in the Pro- 
digall : who , when be came to bimſelfe, 
that is, when he ſaw what a wretched 
and helplefle creature he was, be caſt bis 
thoughts upon bis Fathers bouſe, he loath- 
ed ay longer to feed upon the burkes 
and hogs meat cf the world , then he 
defires the bread of bis Fathers bired ſer- 
vants : Nothing but home will content 
him : farewell feaſting and revelling, 
and all filthy pleaſures that I have lived 
in : I have gotten nothing by them, but 
wounds, and forrowes , and vexation 
of Spiric : I will home co my Fathers 
houſe: there is bread and durable cloath- 
ing : there is whatſoever I can wiſh or 
defire: here I ſtarve and die : there E 
ſhall live and ſweetly enjoy my ſelfe: 
kere I want all things ; but there I 
fhall lack nothing, This is a lively pour- 
traiture of a thirſty and wearied ſoule 


flying unto Chriſt for eaſe and comfort. 
This chen is one reaſon why Chriſt is 
precious to Beleevers ; namely, becauſe 
they are in ſome meaſure convinced of 
their miſery wich him : and of their 
$95 cwne 


=o ROBB 3 ome EF nos nd heat EA 


42 The precioaſneſſe of Cbrif 


qwne impotency and utter inability ta 
help chemſelves, therefore Chriſt is pe- 


cious unto them. 


TI. Reaſ. Secondly , Belgevers are not onely 


convi.iced of cheir 0wnemilery with, 
Chriſt, and of their impotency and in- 
abilicy co hep chemlz:ves : buc aKothey 
ſee and apprebend an infinice ereafure of 
gaod and happinefle , that God hath 
treafured ypin Chriſt ; and that .tobe 
Joyned unto him , is the ouely way to 
obtaine theſe bl-{lings. 
Fathers Love. 
: 2ardan of iinne. 
FM me, rnilellation of Gods 
7 face. 

The love of God being infinite like 
bimſclte, cannot be conferred upon any 
creature tor its owne ſake: the caxſapro- 
ceratrix, or the procuring cauſe of this 
laye muſt of neceility be infinitely me- 
rjtarious : now this is not found among 
the ſonnes,of men , (but onely in Chriſt 
the eterna]l Sonne of God ; onely in 
Chriſt, who was S2rIpures, God-man, 
as I may ſay; Jammauxel, God with av, 
or God ix axer fleſh : Gad, that he mighc 
be a fit obje&t for che infinite love of his 
Father ; and man, that hemighc five 

an 


fl - 1993 


$0 Beleevers. 43 
and bring that love to us. God firſt loves 
his Sonne, and then Beleivers through 
him. I is impoſſible that che infinite 
love of the infinite God ſhould bee 
drawneout, bue by an infinite motive: 
and where is this motive., bur in the {e+ 
cond perfon coe-eternall, co-eſſentiall, 
and co-equall with the Father? were it 
not for his Sonne, God ſhauld have no 
objeQ for his love in the world. Love is 
as fire, which muſt have fewell co main- 
taine It. Now let all the Creatures, 
men and.Angels be fer before God ; yet 
they all wich all their excellencies and 
lovely parts cannot deſerve the leaſt 
minute or tittle of his Love. God loves 
himlſelfein his Sonne, and his creatures 
for his beloved Sonnes ſake. God wil 
ſupply ( faith rhe Apoſtle ) all your need 
according to his riches im G/ory by Feſws 
Chrift , Philip. 4. 9. The treatures of 
Gods love and riches are firſt in Chriſt; 
and by our union with him wee come 
toenjoy them. So Ephbeſe 1. 6. To the 
praiſe of the glory of bis grace , wherein be 
bath made us accepted in the beloved "Ty 
$apileriy, in which be bath ingratiated 
#s through that Beloved. Gods love and 
his favour is undeſerved on our parts : 
we 
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wee finde grace in his fight through 
Ch:ift. Notable to this purpoſe is the 
order of the three perſons; which the 
Apofile ſets, Cor. the laſt and the laſt. 
The gr 1ce of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, andthe 
Inve of Gnd, and the Communion of the Hs- 
Ghoſt be with you all , Amen. You muſt 
know now, that thisis not a right na- 
tural! order : for by order of nature the 
Fathee ( whom the Apoſtle cal's God 
in a perfonall ſenſe, as John 1. the word 
was with God, that is, with the Father) 
I ſay by order of nature the Father is 
ficit of himſelfe, not begotten : che Son 
is from the Father begetren ; yet eter- 
nall : and the Holy Ghoſt is proceeding 
from them both; yer eternally too : 
for though they be one before another 
in orderof nature z yetnot in order of 
time. Burt now here is the Queſtion : 
ſeeing the Father is firſt , the Sonne ſe- 
cond, and the Holy Spirit laſt in chat 
natura}l order ; why doth the Apoſtle 
in the fore-mentioned place ſet the 
Sonne firſt ? verily becauie he is next 
and iinmediate unto us, being our Me- 
diacour ; being the canals or conduie 
pipe (asT may ſay ) by which the love 
of God , and the communion " ny 
TX" 


UMI - 19 


MI - 1993 


to Beleevers.. 45 


Holy-Ghoft is broughc and conveyed 
tous; us the meanes isever before the 
end. Now the Saints being convinced 
and perſwaded of this Truth, chis is the 
thing, that makes Chrift ſo deare and 
precious unto them, as he is: if 1ſaas 
loved Eſax for his veniſon, for acarnall 
reſpe& : much more have wee cauſe to 
love the Lord Jeſus, and highly co e- 
ſteemeof him; having procured for ns 
the love of the Father ; a love like Jo- 
»atbar?s love to David, paſſing the love 
of women : yea a love of infinite di- 
menfions and meaſures , if I may fo 
ſpeake : the breadth of it is infinite; be- 
cauſe it is without reſpe& of perſons : 
the length alſo infinite ; becauſe it is 
from everlafting to everlaſting : the 
depth infinite; becauſe it redeemes and 
delivers from Hell : and the heighe 
like tle infinite ; becauſe ic lifts us up to 
Heaven. Certainly Chriſt having pur- 
chaſed fuch a wonderfull love, as this; 
he muſt needs be precious, he muſt needs 
be' amiable and lovely to a beleeving 
ſoule. 

Secondly , for the pardort of finne 
there is likewiſe av abſolute necefſicy of 
Chrift, The bloud of Chriſt onely,avd 

got 


a. ie 


46 Theprectouſneſſe of Chriſt 
not of Buls and Goats, is availeable eo 
take away finnes. The ſoule being con- 
viced of its finfulnefſe , ſpeakes as the 

et doth : Who among ws ſhall devel 
with devoaring fire? who among ſpall 
devel with everlaſiing burnings ? God is 
devouring fire and everlaſting burniegs 
in relation to finners: bis wrath is the 
fewell of Hell, as I may ſay: the breath 
of his indignation is like a river of 
brimftone kindling and perpetually 
maintaining the flames of Topher : what 
ſhall rhe poore 4infull foule doe now? 
here's nothing but menaces and threat- 
nings, \terrours and amazements, death 
and defirudtion : and where is the re- 
medy? verily no where but'in Chriſt 
alone. Trae! paſſing through the wil- 
dernefle:hada cloud to cover him, and 
defend him from the ſcorching Sunne-» 
beames : now what was this dloud but 
a type and ſhadow of Chriſt , as the 
Apoltle makes it., x Cor. 10. x. 7 hee 
makes there the cloud , and the Sea, 
and the'Maona, and the:water of the | 
Rocketo be all figures and Images of 
Ohrift. Chriftis a ſea to wath , Manna - 
to feed, water £o refre(ſh, and a cloud 46 
hide the ſoule fromthe gn 
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wrath of God : the fiery Beames of that 
wrath woald ſarelyſuffoctteicand ſtifle 
it, were notthe bload of Chiiſt incer- 


poled-: ancHer between'to'vette. it : the 


bloud -of Chriſt. ebmubilatee: and cor 
vers the foule from the fitrot- anger of 
God; it ts Chriſt vhely: that .reeongt+ 
lech us co:God : itis he alone that is 
our Adyocate to plead our -cauſe wich 
his Father { when mah had tinned, Ju- 
tice and' Mercy ſtrove one with ano- 
ther, & teemed to beat variance : Ghrift 
redimegrares them, and makes them 
friends agaime : 'he is our blefſed Lm- 
pire to ter $sheie 1wo together againe ; 
giving {arisfaction; to Juſtice, and'place 
to mercy:; 'fo:honouring! and dignity» 
ing both ; making back torejoyce, both 
to kifſe and embrace each ether. Ged 
ſmels/ a fweer favour of ref in Chrift 
onely : all the hilsftical! and propitds 
arory ſacrifices of the Law-dio toke's0 
him; as to their end and ſubliance:: of 
themſelves chey could not pu: ge away 
the gutlc of the leaſtdinne : che repetitt- 
on of ther:( as the Apoſtle reachech ) 
ſhowes plainely how invalid they were 
toexpiate the crimes and < ffences ofthe 
ſoule : the ſtritek; obſervance-of __ 
COU 


could nocmake'the worthipper perfe&; 
as touching cleereneſſe of Conſcience, Heb. 


9. 
byſepe; and Tſball be cleane yz waſb me, and 
I ſball be mbiter then ſnow ; he alludes in- 


he aimes at the bloud of Chriſt onely: 
then this: In one of che old ſacrifices 


now both theſe have an eye to Chriſt: 
the ſlaine or ſacrificed Goate-was.a type 


gaine and ever living to mainetaine the 
worth of that oblation : the Apoſtle 
{aith, that he ever livech to make inter- 


interceſſion, bur by continuall holding 
merit of his (offerings ? ſo thar ftill 
fountaine of ourpeace, and attonement 


with God: ſtill Chrift is he , and the 
onely he, that obtainerh remiſſion of 


g8 The preciouſneſſe of Chriſt »/ 
9. When David cryes, purge me with - 


deed to the Leviticail Ceremony: but : 
this alone was able to purge away his : 
foule ſpyr : his hainous ſmne of murder | 
would not out by any other. waſhing | 
there were two Goares appointed ; one | 


tobe ſlaine, and the other to be kept a- - 
live, which was called the ſcape-Goate: ' 


of his dying for finne : and:the ſurvi- | 
ving or ſcape-goate figures his riting a- | 


ceſſion for us : and how doth. he make 
forth in the preſence of his Father the | 


Chrift both dying and living is the | 


finnes 


Ne © £4 mr mmm O. 


F£z_F4=v 


4 


»>v049q An 


UMI - 19 


JMI - 1993 


i * #0 Beleevers. 49 
finnes for us. Now if wee confider the 
many and great benefits that redound to 
us by the pardon of finne, we muſt needs 
conclude that Chrift is very precious, 
by whom we enjoy ſuch a mercy. 

When finneis pardoned , there is an 
end of Gods heavie wrath and diſplea- 


: ſure: Satan's Kingdome goes downe ; 
* thepower of our corruptions daily de- 
 caying : wehave peace ahd joy wichin; 
- whereas before wee had nothing but ca- 


ging ftormes and tempeſts, and a very 


- hell in our Conſciences : our prayers 
- * finde acceptance at the throne of Grace: 


all the creatures are in league wich us, 
and are become our faithfull ſervants : 
that which comes from them , is ſweer 


- andbenigne, healthfull and good : our 
| bleſſings are bleſſed : yea our very curſes 


(if they may be ſo called ) are likewlſe 
bleſſed unto us : Judgements are remo- 


| ved : every bicternefle is taken away: 
. even the ſting of death is puld our: 
: Chriſt, as a tree of moſt excellent ver- 

rue, is cut downe, and throwne into 


our Marah. Some things may worke 


| atverfly aadcroſly ro us: burche Apo- 


file ſpeakes of a cooperating , or working 
togetber ; which _ amends for all : 
4 
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good rnnte them that love God, Rem. Y, 28, 


and they be ſuch, thac have their ſinnes : 


pardontd. 


Though ſome things worke anto- 


wardly, and againſt the haire, as I may 


lay.z yet take: them alrogether , and ' 
thereisa bleſhkd harmony and comply-. 


ance, a {weerzchilhablenefle and favou- 


tineflein them: one thing, doth recom ' 


pence and makes up anuher : che mix- 
cure of ſweet and ſowre through the 


wiidome ar.d mighty working of God « 
is very demulcenc and wholſome, full © 


al thirigs, works 11ge1ber ( laith he ) for | 


of benedition and bleſſednefle ; that 


event the {innes of the Godly are an ad- 
vantage to them, and turne to their me- 


lioration and betternment : God makes | 


ule even of them to doe his children 


goed ; he brings meate out of the wery | 


eater ; and converts the cauſes of dam- * 
nation inco furtherances of -ſaivat ion. - 

Adde hereunto , that adoption, cum- © 
munjon with Goo, and with. his Sainis, | 
and afſurance of eternal! xfory are all © 


of them the bleſſ-d concymiiancs of 
{inne Fardoned. W 8 recover: ihe Image 
ot Gud, and in fore niezfure the trees 
dcme of our wills ung gvud , when 
Cir 
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bur Conſciences are waſhed , and our 
finnes pardoned. We have a centinuall 
feaſt in our ſoules, and ſongs in the ve- 


' ry nighcof afflition, when our ſinnes 


are pardoned. Wee are freed from the 


- ſpirit of bondage, our hearts are ſtrong, 
' weate as boldas Lyons, and defire no- 
; thing more then the prelence and com- 


ming of the Judge, when our {innes are 
pardoned. Oh what a confluence of all 


\ bleſſeinefſe and happinefle is there in 
> Jeſus Chriſt! if we have aim, wee are 
= rich, we are ful}, we have all: it wee 


be withouac him, all that we have, how 
excellent foever it be, is as nothing : we 
are miſerable, wretched , loſt, and the 


- very worſt of creatures: all the male- 
- difiunsand curſes of God lie upon us, 


and dearh, when it comes, will gnaw 


 epon.ugeverlaſtingly. Cerrainly, Chriſt 
- muſt fceds be exceeding precious, wich 
= whomwee enjoy fuch a world of bleſ- 
> fings; and wichour whom wee are ſo 
- etreattely unhappy. The Lord give us 
= toknow' the things , that: belong unto 
> ourpeacs Chriſt procures for us the 


pzrdvtt Of fines; and the pardon of 
finnes is not a ſvulitary blefling xic comes 


; Rot alone; bur with a long traine of 


E 2 good 
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good things at the heeles of it : Chriſt | 
therefore, that obtaines it , muſt needs | 
be precious and excellent in the higheſt 
degree. | 
Thirdly, it is Chriſt alone, that doth * 
as it were unmack and unvaile the face | 
of God ; and heIpsus to ſuch a mani- 
feſtaticn and fight of it , as our nature} | 
is capable of : hisglory in theabſolute-” 
nefſc and perfeRion of it no creature | | 
can behold, When Fob had ſet forth! ( 
the greatneſſe of Gods wiſdome and = | 
power expreſſed in his marvellous | 
workes; he concludes thus: Loe, theſe  , 
are part of bis wayes : but bow little a por- | « 
ton is heard of him ? but the thunder of | * 
bis power who can underſiand ? Job 26: a 
h 
f: 
h, 


Liſt verſe: now that thunder of Gods | 
power isthe higheſt degree of it : the A- | 
polile expounds it, when he faith, that © 
God is able to doe above allthat wee can ei- | x 
ther ke, or thinke : wecan aske muchz | w 
and we can thinke more; yet wee can |! 6 
neicher aske, nor thinke ſo much as R 
Gad can doe: here's the thunder of bs © 
power, Z1pbar allo ſaith, that we cannot 7 G 
tinde out the Almighty unto perfeiion - he © yp 
compares it in height to Heaven in | of 
depth to Hell , in length to the ans; | of 
and * 
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- andinbreadch to the Sea : yea hemakes 
needs  Iithigher, deeper, longer and broader, 
igheſt 7 then all theſe. And God himlelfe tells 
Moſes, that no man can ſee bu face, and 
; doth * Jye. We may fee Fehovab's back-parts : 
T- ace - bur his face, thatis, his abſolureneſſe; 
mant- |- and perfe&ion cannot be feen : and 
Narure | therefore he is called the inviſible God. 
olute- " Yet howſoever this doth not a little fer 
eature | forth the excellency and worthinglle of 
forth! Chrift : that Revelation , which wee 
e and | haveof God, we have it by hm : and 
ellous hereof wee may ſee a'notable figure in 
» theſe © Moſer. The Lord proclaimed his mer- 
 & por-"" cy, his patience, his goodneſfe, his 
xder of || Truth, and his juſtice before him : cheſe 
ob 26-} are his backparts ; and more then theſe 
Gods} he could not ſee : and therefore it is 
the A- | faid, that the Lord covered Miſes with 
1, that © by bend, while he paſſed by. Bur to come 
can ei- | now to the point : where was Moſes, 
much; | when he had this vifion and appearance 
ee can Þ of the Deity ? he was in a clift of the 
ach as 7 Rocke : now verily that Rock was a fhus 
of bis 3 dow of Chriſt : wee ſee the glory of 
cannot | God through him per eculum , as it 
n : he © werein a glaffe. Chriſt is the lively Im we 
en , itt | of God, 2 Cor. 4. 4. Heis the brightn:ſſe 
Earth, | of bis glory , and the expreſſe chatter of 
and | E 3 bis 
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bu perſon , Heb. 1.3. Thereis na Cx» 7 
| cellency in the Father , which is not | 
| | compleate in the Sonne : and hy the * 
WM Sonne we come to know it : fo faichthe * 
T4 Apoſtle. God, who hath commanged the © 
8 Light to ſhine out of darkneſſe , bath ſbis 
wed in our hearts to give the Light of the 
Kzowledge of the glory of God in the face of | 
Feſus'Chriſt, 2 Car. 4+ 6. both this ex- + 
WR. | preſſion, and that. in the Hebremey ber | 
[1% fore- mentioned, where Chriſt is eatled 
nm - the b»ightneſſe of Gods glory, arg a | 
i phor taken' from the beames. | 
fy * Sunne. As the Sunne'is mautfeſted E 
"1 his owne brightneſſe,viz. by his beames ; 
Wl: | for wee cannot ſee the Sunne #n R9:4, - 
" | in his Charret, or circumvolution, but | 


| 
| 

by his beames: ſo theinacceſſible Light | 
of his Fathers glory is revealed tans © | 
gram per radins ac, ſpieridorem , 28 It were ©. | 
*0!. Ts beames and brightneſſe (bining. moſt * | 
I | - clearely in Chriſt : and the regs, a] 
1h! |- Fcuntaine of. that brightnef .0 in} 
| Chriſt's God-head , bur darted upon.ug! 1 
4 through the manhood : according tg; | 
is ! that reſtimony-.., Job, 1. 18. No; man | t 
| F bath ſeen God at any time.: tbe ongly bee," | 
gotten Sonme , which 1s in the boſumg ofahg t 
Fatber , he hath declared bim. The. bo«| t 
ſome | 
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wal. ſome is the place and ſeate of ſecrers: 


now it is Chriſt onely that opens the 


” boſome, declares the ſecrets, and re- 


veales the glory -and brighcneſſe of 
Gods face utito Beleevers : therefore 


hee muſt necds bee exceeding preci- 


OUB. 

Thirdly , it wee conſider: Chriſt in 
all his relations : eithce as he iQman; 
or as he is Mediator , or-a$ heis God, 


| wee (hali find him in a'l theſe tobe mol 


us and excellent. 
Firſt of all as Man.z he mas holy, and 
harmel:ſſe, amid ſeparate fs ferners ; Heb. 
7. 26. a Lambe without blemiſh , and 


' without ſpot, 1 Peter 1 19.: The Apolile 
' relates to the Paſchall Lamb, which 
: was tobe fo conditioned : 
hoofefull, that Chriſt ſhould not ore- 
| ly be man ; but alſo a man perfcAly 
* holy and righteous; ele he could 
* not have been a competent ard fitt'n2 


it wat be- 


Saviour : yea, he had been fo farre from 


: | Ons for the {innes of. others , thet 
Q; hemuſt havedyed for his owne. 


And 


 befidesit was requiſite that there (houjd 
 bethat.beautifiilt analogy and propor« 
tion'between him that loſt all, and him 
| that recoverd all; that as Alam, who 
E 4 


plaid 


56 Thepreciouſneſſe of Chriſt 
plaid the Bank-rupt , was perfe& ; fo 
bh | ſhould the Redeemer be. Chrift indeed + 
v4 in a certaine place doth turne off from ' 
$'''bF himſelfe the appellation of good in a | 
ſenſe of perfeftion. One called him good 
Miſter: but he replyed, why calleſt thou | 
mee good ? there 1s none good but God, | 
Matth. 19. 16, 17. But why doth | 
Chrift doe fo ? was nog he perfealy . 
good ? yes : butthe other wasnor ware 
of his God-head , when he caPd him | 
fo : he looked upon Chriſt (faith Chry- 
ſofteome ) &s arvpury ys, as upon a | 
meere naked, excenuated, debaſed man : 
and yet he attributes unto him a more 
then humane goodnefle and perfeQion; | 
according to the errouc of the Phariſees, * 
whoſe Diſciple, no doubt he was. The | 
Phariſees held, that even men by a ſtri& * 
obſervance of che Law might attaine to | 
perfeQtion of Righteouſnefſe and fan- 
Qimony in this lite:and ſuch a thought, ; 
no queſtion, had this Schollar of theirs | 
concerning Chriſt : fo that if wee looke * 
well upon it, we {hall fee, that our Sa- | 
viour doth notdeny himſelfe tobe per- |. 
ſegily "nh but onely he checks the ' 
pharifaicall opinion of perfe&ion in * 
_ thoſe, that are no more then men. | 
: Chrift | 
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- Chriſt was morethen a meere man: if 
ndeed + the young man had knowne fo much - 
from ' he ſhould not have been reproved for 
lina | calling him good in a ſenſe of abſolure- 
N good nefſe and perfeQion : ſuch an Epithite 
t rhbos was rightly applyable unto Chriſt, had 
God, * theyoung Phariſee been ware of his De- 
doth | ity : or had heknowne the ſtrange man- 
tealy ner of hisconception, viz. by the Ho- 
ware ly Ghoſt ; he might have ſaid of him, 
him © asthe Pſabnift doth ; thow art fairer then 
Chry- the children of men : and fo thetitle of 
on a goed Maſter would never have been ex- 
man : cepted againſt. 
more Secondly , Chriſt as man alfo was 
ion; | abaſed: and yet in his abaſement hee 


iſees, © was veryexcellent: it isa very comely 
Fhe | fightto ſee agreat Perſoneg&of a meek, 
trit * humble and lowly carriage, willing to 
eto | ftoope, and to come downe from his 
lan- height; ſoitbe notina ſordid and un- 
ght, > ficting way. Now ſoit was with Chrift : 

> he waſhed the very feet of his Diſciples: 
oke | he became poore to make us rich : hee' 
S3- | faſted, thatwe might feaſt: he wenton 
per- |} Ffoote, that wee might ride, as I may 
the * ſay: hedied, that wee might live. The 
in | Apoſtle faith, that though he was in 

: theformeof God,  andthought i mm 


A 
= 
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yet he made bimſelfeof no reputation , and 


zooke upon him gre of a ſeruant , and 


was made in the likenefſe of nen-; and being 


found in faſhion as a. man, be humbled bim- | 


ſelfe, and became obedient . unto death, 
even the de x:h of the Croſſe, Philip, 2. 6, 


7+. Now macke, I pray, he. antiche- 
tis or_oppolicion , which thels/ words 


ho'd forth. 

Chriſt was from all eternity is. wppr 

apo, @4u, in the * eflenciall forme of Gud 3 o 
properly qr,jn the gloriqus nature. and. condidon 
the our- Of God: yet hetooke upon wygldadlwdey, 
ward the ſtate, being and condition 'of a fer- 
ſhape, face, vant. He was equa!l with God , - called 
or s ure of therefore the mighty God, aud-the euerla-, 
Ns Father, Eſz. 9.6. and <awr%-Ocets, 
which be: Jo very, or the true God, 1 fobn. $2 120- 
harch nor, y@ he WAR content to be toung + £Y oputes- 
therefore wm xal cyngan ar2pSes, In the fe imili- 
here itis trade and ſbape of men gthat is ov the 


pur for ki 
Fe Divine VLY Fanks nature and,qualicy of men, 


© Effence. ſubp-Q co mans paſſions, and SIP-WAY 


aright man, ſ7zne oxely excepred, where=- 
of you heard before. Againe, be thought 
it #1 rapin? or robbery to be equalliwith 
Sad : yer heſaffored.himſelfe: to be de- 

nuded and cob'd of his glory by finfull 


men. 


bery or Sacriledgg to be equall. with Ged> | 
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men. God cal's him the max, that i bue 
felow , Zach, 13. 7. and yet he was . 
nd made a fellow to theeves and malefa- PAL. 
being | Qours: yea he'was madeinferiour and * 
 bim-  underling to baſe'men, a very murde- 
leath,  rerbeing preferred before bim. Though 
2. 6, he was full of glory and excellency : 
ithe- yet he did empty himſelfe of all : foc fo 
ords | are the words of the Apoſtle, Jevr3» al 

' neue, be evacnatedor emptied bimſelfe, that 
PP is, he reduced himſelte, as it were to 
ad 5 nothing ; or:(asz Father hathit) he ex- 
gon * baufted bimfelfe; he drew. himſelfe dry. 
wacw, Laftly , though he was the Prince and 
ter- | Lordoflife: yet be humbled bimſelfe un- 
led | to Death: andthe baſeſt death of all, 
erla-, | thedeath of theCroſſe ; it wasa Roman 


Jeds, © Kkinde of execution, and aſſerted even 
20, |} by a Romane Oratour to be of all o- 
ww. | ther. moſt ignominious and (bamefull. 
uli= | Crem Romanun ſcelw eft verherare prope 


the : aricidiuns ncoare ; quid dicam in crucem 
en, | tollere? ſaid that Oratour. Ir is a hai» 
vay nous. wickednefſe to beate a Romane ; 
re-' } Iris almoſt paracideto kill bim: what 
gle | igicthento. crucifie him ? how heyond 


ub | meaſurehainguyis that? yet thus low 
e - was the Sonne of God brought. And 


ull it addes likewiſe to the meaſure of hig 
humility 


JMI - 1993 


1:4 


60 Theprectouſneſſe of Chrift 
humility and lowlineffe, that he was vo- 
lantary in all this debaſement: he was 
not forced or compelled to it : no man | 
taketh ny life from me (faith he) but I lay | 
#t downe of my ſelfe , Fob. 10. 18. and | 
what he ſalth of his lite, is true alſo of 
all his Divine glory : it was not violent- 
ly ſnatch't from him whither he would, 
or no : but he did willingly, cheereful- 
ly, ſpontaneouſly and of . his owne ac- 
cord deveſt and ſtrip himſelfe of it. 
Now certainly thus to deſcend from 
Heaven to Earth, from Divinity to | 
humanity, from a Kingdome to flave- 
ry, from life to death, and all this of 
his owne free and willing diſpolicion | 
withoue any compulſion ' or enforce- 
ment; this addes no lictle grace and 
luſter to him. 'cis a very ſeemly fight to 
ſee a venerable perſon condeſcending, 
ſtooping low, and denying himſelfe ; 
to ſee a King caſting aſide his Robes of | 
Majeſty, and deſcending to. a lower * 
picch for the doing of fome good, 
which otherwiſe cannot be atcheived : 
we had been eternally loſt, if the Sunne 
of God had not done thus : unlefle he 
had humbled himſelfe, wee could never 
have been exalted. 

Thirdly, 
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as vo- Thirdly, Chrift as man was obedient 
e was untothe will of his Father : he was u- 
o man © niverſally and conſtantly obedient : 
tTlay | he was obedient without any the leaſt 
and | reluQation, grudging, or unwilling- 
Iſo of  nelle. Tothispurpoſe makes that of the 
lent- moſt excellent ſong , where it is ſaid of 
ould, | Chriſt ,- that be cometb leaping the 
efal- Hountaines, and skipping wpon the bills, 
Cantic. 2. 8. there were great Moun- 
caines of difficulties and hardſhip in the 
from: © Way of our. Redemption ; yet he paſt 

lightly and cheerefully over them all co 


to 
They doethe will of him chat ſent him. Yea, 
s of he was fo farre from grumbling and 
con murmuring , that it wazeven meat and 
Irce- drinketo him to doe that will ; and he 
and was ſtraitned and pained in his mind 
till the bloudy baptiſme of his ſuffering 


ing, — Was accompliſhed , Luke 12, 50. It s 
Ife ; written of bimin the rowle of Gods booke ; 


, of { Loe, T come #0 doe thy will, s Ged: thoſe 
wer words, Loe, I come ; fhew his alacrity 
od, and cheerefulnefſe , his readinefſe and 


d: | forwardnefſe to doe his Fathers will: 

* hisloyneswerealwayes girded , and his 

he feet ſhodde unto it. The Spirit of Chriſt 

dwelling in the Saints makes them to 

be prompt and ready unto all _ 
a 
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and workes commanded of God : how 
much nmorerhen was Chrift hiaſelfe ſo, 
in whom the. Spiric of God was, as was 
cer in the*Fotincaine? when he coh- 


d death, arthe grave, and all the | 
Ton of darknefſeforus, Repencance | 


was hid from his eyes : he ſhhmke nor; 
nor drew avay the ſhonlder' from it: 
Threetimes Ne was under ftich an infi- 
nice preffare of Divine wrath , as had 
been enough to have craſhed cen chou- 


fand worlds , yet he flinched- not ; bar | 
dranke the bitter cup off co the very | 


bottome : hee patiently endured the 
Croſſe, and' deſpiſed the ſyame. Indeed it 
cannot be denyed, that when he was in 
his agony, he prayed to his Father to 
fave him from that houre ; and thrice 
he praycd , that the bitter cup mighe 
paſſe from him : yer fie did nor this 
through difubedience or unwilling- 
neffe ro underpoe the taske, that his Fa+ 
cher had fer him ro: bur firſt of all we 
muſt know that his mind was fo ſtricken 
wich the infinite wrath of God, witti 


MC IEG matinee LN 


which he was chen conft Ring ; fo aſto- ' 
niſhed and overwhe'med with that in- - 


ſupportable preffure ; thar all che pow- 
ers and faculties of his ſoule were for a 
| while 
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while interrupted , ſuſpended , con- 
founded*c-:{o 'thac he knew not well 
what lay; nor whether toturne him- 
ſelfe 2 ehivappeares by his words, Job. 
12, 27% Amaia: troubled, and what 
ſbalIſay? 

: S-condly, when he: prayed "oo wee 
mukt conceive, that at a man ſubjeRt to 
frailties like us ( yet withouc finne ) he 
thought he had been weterly loſt and 
undone, it his Father ſhould nor deliver 
him from that houre , and excuſe him 
from drinking of che cup. His ſenſe of 
dolour was 19 vehement, and he fo ama- 
zed with it; thatit wrurg from him a 
ſignificaticn of Natures feares and relu- 
Qunce: yetall the while his holy , his 
pure , and unblemiſhed mind was 
throughly bent, and revived to goe 
through ſtitch with ti:e worke , what- 


> ſoever came of it. 


Thidly, we ſee, that when he pray- 


* ed, F iher [ave me from this houre, he pre» 
* ently. and immediately ſfubjuynes : but 


© foribus eauſe came I nia 1b boure : Fa- 


mw uy 
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ther glorifie thy name : likewiſe when he 
prayed, tiiat the Cup might paſſe from 
him ; he deſires it no otherwiſe , then 
wich condition of his Fathers will. _ 
O 


64 Thepreciouſueſſe of Chrift * 
erent 
out; orſaken me f wee |. 

Co eto 4 not lergos bla holds bu þ * 
LILY | remembred to ſay; my God, my God : fo}; 

'.F ; that here was no difkdence/no finne, no | 

'''ix diſobedience all this while. - £ 

Laftly , all chis was fo carried , and 
punQuually related by the Evangelifts to! 
ſhew us cheſe chings, vis. 

1. The exceeding atrocity and hai- | ©, 
noulſnefſe of finne. © 3 
Woo 2. A mirror of Gods infinite mer- | 
fk cy in Chriſt. \ 

L 3- Our Naturereally and truly ſuf- | { 
fering in him. © - my of 


4 Thefulnefſe of bis expiation and | 


a 


ſatisfaQior. : ; 
5. Thecertainty of his Fathers good- | 
will cowards ns ; whereof wee are the | 
lefle ro doubt, by how much the more 
we ſce that the eternal! Sonne was hum- © 
kl bled and made an abjeQ&- for our | 
} fakes. . | 

| Fourthly ; Chriſt as a man likewiſe | 
was perfeCtin all graces. The Prophet | 
tells that there ſhould come « Rod owt of 
the ſtemme of Jeſſe, and a branch out of bis | 
rootes ; andtbe Spirit of the Lord was to | 
reſt «pou bim ; the ſpirit of wiſdome , and | 
underſtanding 3 | 


OG me a 4 wy, me my oo? © Jt 1 f© 
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4 CY" | erderſtanding; the fivit of Counſell, and 
2 wee'y of might ; the ſpirit of Knowledge, andof 
1 _ | the feare of the Lord, Eſa. 11.1 2. yea, 
* OY ſoeminent was the Lord Jeſus this way; 
ne,n0 thateven at twelve yeares old , be ſate 
| WP] in the Sanadrim, diſpxting with the Do- 
OY Hors , and waking them queſtions, Ir is 
iftr to {aid that Godgavenot the Spirit .by mea- 
TR ſore unto him, Joh. 3. 34. that is, he did 
hai- ” .notbeſtow it upon him imperfe&ly and 

- in part onely : but fully and entirely: 

mer” * for meaſure is not oppoſed to infinite, as 
TY the Eutychians would haye it to con- 
y wt” 7 firme their opinion of Ubiquity : for 
7, | they thought , that if the Spirit were 
| and * givenunto the Manhood of Chriſt un- 
* meaſurably, then even the Manhood 

000%” | wouldbecapable of Divine properties; 
e the |} .nd conſequently, the-fleſh of Chriſt 
DOTe * would be no where circumſcribed, bu 
un- Þ every where preſent : but I ſay, that. 
OUr | meaſure in the place before mentioned 
y | is not oppaſed to that which is in- 
Wie Y foite and unmeaſurable ; bur to that* - 
phet ' which is not whole, entire, and perfe&: 
ww | Chriftin the giftsof the Spiric tyas not 
f bis | lame and imperfe&; but omnibus ſus. 
= 3 | mumeris abſolunts, full and compleate, as 
| Adam was before hefell : and yet farre. 

F excelling 
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excel'ing Adam: for Adem was {et in a 


mutable condition : but Chriſt is ſted- | 
faſt, and abiding for ever z confirmed |: 


in grace like the Holy Angels of God : 


Yeſterday, and to day, and the ſame for ever. j 
In reſpe&t of vertue and the Faith of ' 
Beleevers even his manhoode, before it | 


was in being, was cloathed with perfe- 
Aion of grace , and ſo continueth for 
ever. Againe , Adam was a meere man 
and alone by himſelfe : bur in Chriſt 
the humane nature was bypoſlatically 
united unto th: Divine : and hence it 
comes topaſſe , that Chriſt,even as man, 
had a greater meaſure of knowledge and 
Revelations of grace and heavenly gifts, 
then eve” Adamhad. The Apoftile laith, 
that in Chrift 4rels a the fulneſſe of tbe 
God- bead ew.,amias, bodily. Col. 2. g. that 
it, not by a naked and bare communi- 
cating of vertue, as Gud is fatd ro dwel 
in his Saints ; but by a ſubſtandiall uni- 
on of the rwo Natures, Divine and hu- 
mane, the eternall Word and the Man, 
conhiſting of a ſoule ard body , where- 
by they become one upeczmency , one Per- 
fon, or ſublilience. Nuw trom this ad- 
mirable and wonderfull union of the 
two Natures in Chriſt, there flowes un- 
to 
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- to the Manhood a plenitude and ful- 
- neſſe of all Spirituall wiſdome and 
” grace, ſuch as was never found in any 
: meere man 3 nonotin Adam, while he 

| _ in his integrity and upright- 


Now then to draw to a concluſion of 
+ this head. If Chriſt even according to 
* his humanity were perfeAly innocent 
© andholy: ifhe werein his Divine celfi- 
j code and highneſle voluntarily debaſcd: 
- & he wereexaQly obedient in all things 
* to his Fathers commands:and if he were 
| patn—e in all heavenly wiſdome and 
© graves: then certainly even as he was 
” man, he was of all other moſt precious, 
' txoft lovely anddeſirable. 
' Adde hereunto, that bis feſb never 
j | Jaw corraption that ie roſe againe from 
; the rave , it being impoſlivle for the 
hn of death to detaine ir. Alſo as 
hom he came of the race of Kings. As 
' man he (hall the world, Ads 17. 
| 31. As man he was wonderfully borne 
' of aF trgin; called therefore by a pecu- 
| Har name, Sbilob, which fGgnifiech a Se- 
| ceandine, or after-birth , Geneſ. 49. 10» 
| the ward comes hw which fignifies 
fr enquillum efſe ; Ss Chrift 
is 
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68 Thepreciouſneſſe of Chrift * 


is he, who hath brought us peace and | 
cranquility : and that he might be oun | 
Peace-maker , it was neceflary that he | 
(ſhould be $h;lob , borne of the ſan ] 
fied ſeed of a woman, without the ſeed | 4 
of a man. The Apoſtle expounds the 
name, Galat. 4. 4. where he faith of} ' 
Chriſt, thathe was made of a woman: 
not of aman and a woman buth z but of 
a woman alone without a man. | 
Againe , Chriſt as man was foretold ' 
by the Prophets, and by ſundry types; 
attended upon at his birth by boly An-# | 
gels: a peculiar Starrecreated forhim. | | 
Chriſt as man was in one bypoſiaſts, or |. 
perfor: with God, called therefore I:biel, | 
Proverb. 30. L. a word(s Juniw writes ) | 
con: ounded of three parts; as if one} 
{hcuid lay : the firong God with mee : the . 
name comes ail ro one with Immanuel; © 
ard the Apoſtieexponnds both, 1 Time. SF 
3.16. where he faith of Chriſt , that beſt | 
was God ogy :N the fleſh: and this? 
he affii merh «lio to be witbout controver- | | 
fre a great Myſtery, and a Myſtery of god- | 
lineſe : Inevery Art and profeſſion there} | 
is a Myſtery: but this holds forth a ' 
Myſtery of Godlineſſe: for he that was Þ 
Itbi@,: God preſentin the fleſh to every 
faichfull 
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faithful and beleeving foule, was like- 


| wiſe Vcal, Almighty, able for all thing: 


ſo that by theſe ewo names the faichfull 


Xj- © are aſſured of their Juſtification , San- 


* Aification', arid eternall Salvation 
” through the preſence and power of 
| God: and this doubtlefſe is wiye woowror, 


'} «great Myer 


Furthermore Chriſt as man was our 


” Sacrifice and expiation : he was our 


| p e.oTiaurpos, the price of our Redemption , 1 
-* Tim. 2. 6. though I confeſſe that this 


2 price had its worth from the union of 
= thetwo natures. Apaine, Chriſt as man 
© was conceived of the Holy- Ghoſt : Chriſt 
* as man 7 aſcended into Heaven : Chriſt 
| asman ft; at the right hand of God. Now 
= allcheſechings, and much more- chat 
* might be brought , doe fſpeake Chriſta 


| very precious and excellent perſon , 


ery 
chfull 


: peereleſſe and 


= and chat even according to his man- 


; hood., 


Secondly, confider Chriſt as Media- 


. tour, and there alſo he ſhines forth moſt 
* gloriouſly, and appeares to be the moit 


| Precious thing in the 
world. | 

In the Mediatorſhip of Chriſt wee 
are to. confidec his Tg/osyrp , or - his 
F 3 three- 
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68 Theprecionſneſſe of Chriſt * 


is he,' who hath brought us peace and 
tranquility : and that he might be oun | 
Peace-maker , it was neceflary that he © 
ſhould be Sh;loþ , borne of the ſanQti- © 
fied ſeed of a woman, without the ſeed | 
of a man. The Apoſtle expounds the | 
name, Galat. 4. 4. where he faith of | 
Chriſt, thathe was made of a woman? | 
not of a man and a woman buth z bur of | 
a woman alone without a man. .þ 
Againe , Chriſt as man was foretcid |. 
by the Prophets, and by ſundry types; | 
attended upon at his birth by boly An- | 
gels: a peculiar Starre created for him. + 
Chriſtas man was in one bypoſtaſic, or | 
perfor: with God, called therefore I:biel, ': 
Proverb. 30. L.a word(s Juni writes) | 
compounded of three parts; as if one ' 
(hcuid lay :; the ſtrong God with mee : the k 
name comes all roone with Immanuel; | 
ard the Apoſr.eexponnds both, 1 Tam. 
3.15. where ne faith of Chriſt . that be 
was Grd manifeſt 1 the fleſh: and this + 
he aff, merh alio to be witbout controver= 
fre a great Myſtery, and a Myſtery of god= | 
lineſſe : Inevery Art and profeſſion there | 
is a Myſiery: but this holds forth a | 
Myſtery of Godlineſſe: for he that was © 
Itbig,: God preſent in the fleſh to every | 
faichfull 
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fithſull and beleeving ſoule, was like- 
wiſe Vcsl, Almighty, able for all things: 
fo that by theſe ewo names the faichfull 
are aſſured of their Juſtification , San- 
Aification , arid eternall Salvation 
through the preſence and power of 
God : and this doubtleſſc is uo woouror, 
4 great Myſtery. 

Furthermore Chriſt as man was our 
Sacrifice and expiation : he was our 
eeTiaurpos, the price of our Redemption , 1 
Tim. 2. 6. though I confeſſe that this 
price had its worth from the union of 

the two natures. Againe, Chrift as man 

was conceived of the Holy- Ghoft : Chriſt 
as man 7 aſcended into Heaven : Chriſt 
as man ftt7 at the right hand of God. Now 
all theſe things, and much more- chat 
might be brought , doe ſpeake Chriſta 
very Precious and excellent perſon , 
and chat even according. to his man- 
hood., 

Secondly, confider Chriſt as Media- 
tour, and there alſo he ſhines forch moſt 
glorioully, and appeares to be the moit 
peereleſſe and precious thing in the 
world. 

In the Mediatorſkip of Chriſt wee 
are to confidec his 7gozywp , or - his 
3 three- 


n70 Thepreciouſneſſe of (brift 
three-fold Holy Office of 
Prophecie. 
Priefthood. 
Kingdome. | 
Chriſt is a Prophet xa" iZoxw, in way. 
of eminency and excellency above all 
other Prophets: he was the Head of. 
them all ; and that in theſe reſpe&s. 
Firſt, of all, other Prophets were but” 
Types and (ſhadowes of this great Pro- 
phet : even Mofes himlelfe was but a &-. 
gure of him ; a Prophet ſball tbe Lord. 
your God raiſe up wnto you of your Brethren. 
like wnto mee ſaith Moſes, AGis 7. 37, 
thoſe words, like znto me, doe plainly 
ſhew, that AZoſes was at the beſt but an 
Image and a ſhadow of Chriſt. | 
 Meſestaſted forty dayes befure the gi- 
ving of the Law on Mount Singi; ſo did 
Chriſt before he began co preach the! 
Goſpel , 
God did more clearly and perſpicu-; 
oully manifelt himſelte unto Hoſes then 
unto other men : it is ſaid , that be fpake 
mito bim face toface, as a man fpeaketh 10 
bis friend, Exod. 33.11; ſodid theEter-. 
nall Father more openly reveale hin 
ſelfe unto Chriſt, then unto any crea- | 
Luce : roman knoweth the Father ſve the | 
Sonne, 
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ſoune, and be to whomſoever the Soune will 


reveale bim, Matth. 11. 27. 

Aloſes became 4 Shepbeard in the Land 
of Midian : fo is Chritt the S:iepheard 
and overſeer of our ſoules, 1 Peter 2, 25. 

Moſes was faith full in all Gods houſe , 
and ſo was Chriit, bur yet in a tarte 
more excellent manner then A:ſes , as 
the Apoſtle declares, Heb. 3. Moſes was 
faithful as a ſervant, Chriſt #s a ſoune over 
bis owne houſe. 

Moſes was himlelfe a part of thar 
houſe: buc Chriſt was the builder of it. 

Aloſes under God did inſticuce Sacra- 
ments, 1 Cor. 10. 1, 2. Icis faid, that 
the Fatbers prſſed nnder the cloud, and 
tbrougb the Sea; and were all baptiſed wnto 
Moles m2 the cloud, and in the Sea : marke 
that phraſe, wo Moſes : they were bap- 
tifed unto him, as unto the type, or de> 
puty of Chriſt : for Bapriſnce is @ Sa- 
crament of the New Teſtameric, and 
properly of Chriſi's Inſticucion, 

Mofes allo inſtituted the Pafſeover : 
ſo did Chriſt the Lords Supper. 

As the Law was exhibiced by Adeſes ; 
ſo was the Goſpel , which brings grace 
and truch, free Redemption, and the 
accompliſhment of all ty pes uuco Belee- 

F 4 vers, 


\, *o foreinſirutt the faithtull concerning 


how they did all ot them in one thing, 


or other reſemble Chriſt, juſt as the | 
lively piCure of a man doth his perſon: : 
as Enoch and Elijab. in their Tranſlati- 


ons reſembled the aſcention of Chriſt, 
Noab by his righteouſnefſe ſaving 


all the reft that went into the Arke with *' 


him, ſhadowed Chriſt, who by his per- 


fe&t obedience ſaves all rrue Beleevers. .. 


Concerning the Prophet David ir is 
faid, that even thoſe which ſate at his 
Table roſe up againſt bim,Pſal. 41.9. ſo did 
Judas againſt Chriſt, who dips with him 
in tbe platter, Davidalſo was a man af> 
:er Gods orpne heart : (o was Chriſt with- 
out the leaſt flawe or failing ; and what 
an evident type of Chriſt was the Pro- 
phet El;ſba, when a:dead body roſe a- 
gaine being caſt into bis grave, and touch= 
3ng bu bones ?* 2 Kings 13,21, This was 
not done by any Native or inherent ver- 
rue of the Prophet : but by that accidene 


the 


” 


32 Thepreciouſneſſe of Chris \ 
vers, exhibited by Chriſt, Job. 1. 17. | 
Thus you ſce, that doſes, that egregi- F. 
915 and eximious Prophet was no more | 
then a ſhadow of Chriſt. And the like 
may befaid of all the reſt of the Pro- | 
phets : it were no hard matter to thew | 
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7. | thevertueof Chriſts fleſh, whieh riſing 
i- | from thedead, ſhould likewiſe raiſe up 


' ourperiſhed bodies, according to that, 
Eſa. 26. 19. thy dead men ſhall live : toges 
ther with my dead body ſhall tbey ariſe : 4+ 
wake and ſing yee that dwell in the duſt : 
for thy dew is as the dew of herbes, and the 
Earth ſhall caſt out the dead. Againe, fo* 
nab lying three dayecs and three nights 
in the belly of a fiſh, was a ſfigne of 
Chriſt lying ſo long in the grave. The 
Prophets wee all of ther types and re- 
ſemblances of Chrift : even John the 
Baptiſt, then whom there aroſe xot a grea= 
ter Prophet of all thoſe that are borne of wo= 
own, even he, I fay, was but Chrifts 
harbinger or fore-runner. Now then as 
ſubſtances doe farre excell ſhadowes, 
and Kings their Ante- ambulos or har- 
bingers : ſodoth Chriſt farre excell all 
Prophets : they all of chem were bug 
fhadowes and fore-runners to him * 
Secondly, other Prophets could ſpealx 
only to the ears of men:but Chriſt ſpakey 
and ſtill ſpeaks to the heart : he hath the 
Key of David ; be openeth,and no man ſbut- 
teth; be ſhutteth and no manopeneth, Rev. 
3-7. it-isa fimilitude taken from them , 
that keep the Keys of a City, or Ca- 


file, 


74 The preciouſneſſ e of (brit 


file, without which they can neicher be 
opened , nor ſhuc: no more can any | 
the heart or breake in upon the | 
Sir, belide Chriſt : he alone is able. 
to open the eyes of the mind, and co 


convince the Conlcience , by the leccet, 
kindly and powectuil working of his 
owne Spicic. | 


Ocher Prophets can preach wiſdome | 


unto men - but Chcilt can preach chem 
wiſe : other Prophets can warne men 
by celling them of their linnes, and de» 
nouncing the Judgements af God : but 
Chriſt can reclaime them , and turne 
them from their finnss : the dead beare 
tbe woyce of the Sonne of God, and live, 
Job. 5.25. and hence it is ſaid , thatbe 
taught, as one having Authority , and not 
41 tbe Scribe : it came coldly and driely 
from them : but full of pareſie and 
boldnefle, full of convitioa , and re- 
proofe, full of the evident demonſiration 
of the Spirit , and of power, as the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeakes : io this manner came che 
word from Chriſt. 

Thirdly, other Prophets were inſtru- 
mental! co ſearch out the mind of Gad : 
and they did ic by way of a& onely, the 
Divine will being revealed and —— 

x 


+ 
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red unto them , but the mind of God 
was in Chritft habicually and radically : 
the fountaine and roote, the ſource and 
principall cauſe of Cncift's Prophecie 
was in himſelfe. Before all rime Chcift 
had the hunour to lit in the ſeac of moſt 
excellent ſecrets; the boſome of the Fa- 
ther ; andtherefore he is able, as from 
himſelfe to reveale all che Ocacles and 
ſecrets of God needfull to be knowne: 
he is able to reveale them when , and 
how, and to whom he pleaſech. 

Nowthar theſe things are habitually 
in Chriſt, as heatein fice, or water in 
a living and ever-flowing ſpring , ap- 
peares by this. 

I, That Chriſtis effentially wiſdome 
and underſtanding: Counſell is mine,and 
ſound rwiſdome (ſaith he) I am underſtan- 
ding, Prov. 8. 14. 

2. Ic appeares alſo by this, becauſe 
he counſels us to buy eye-ſalve of him, 
that wee may ſee ; and becauſe he hath 
power co fend the Spirit ; ye have an un- 
Qtion fromthe holy One, and yeec know 
all chings ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Fob. 2. 20. 
Chriſt is the holy one from whom wee 
receive the anoynting of the Spirit, ope= 

ning our eyes and diſcovering unto i 
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al fave truthes, 1: bim are hid alt the | 
treaſures of wiſdome and knowledge, Gon 
fians 2.3. Fhey are hid in him, as Gold, 

and Silver are in fo loco, as the Philoſe- þ 
pher ſpeakes, hid in the veines of the 
Earth : that's another Argument of 
the habicuzlacſſe of Prophecie in 
Chriſt. 

Thirdly,and anotheristhis,that a ful 
weſſe is (aid to dwell in bim, Coloſſ. 1. 19. 
whereby the terme of plenitudggor ful- 
nefſe Mr. Bez;z undecſtands l 
lation, or heapingup of al he pits, 
in a moſt copious and plenci 
ner, which he laith-, that che Sch ele- 
men doe call habicuall grace , diftinQt 
from the grace of union ; the union (he 
« meanes ) of the twonatures, Now ane 
part of this habicuall grace and fulnefle 
in Chriſt, is the gift of: Prophecie : ; and 
make, ] pray's ic is ſaid zarvmivas, to in- 
babit or devel in Chriſt : this inplyes che 
habicualneſie of ir. 

Fourthhyg,;ocher Prophets could re- 
veale bur ſome part of the will of God, 
and at ſomcimes onely, Heb. 1. 1. that 
God ſpake unto the Fathers by the Prophets 
at ſundry rines, and in divers | MaNNers., 
chart is; he did-ler our his Light mingta- 


tim, 
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tim, by fictle y and lite, till the day 
Starre and Sunne of Righteoulneſle a= 
roſe : but ( faith the Apoſtle) zn theſe 
Liſt dayes be bath ſpoken by bis Son , wer. 2. 
that is, he hath ſpoken more fully and 
plainely. The antitheſis or oppoſition 
which the Apoſtle ſers between Gods 
ſpeaking by the Prophets of old , and 
by his Sonne in this latter age of rhe 
world, [hewes plainely the dimnefle and 
darkneffe_of thoſe former ages in com-. 
pari ole, which have been lmce 
che corWp"of Chriſt : in this reſpe& 
poſtle ſaith; that the heires of life 
ſalvation were but children before 
Chriſt's incarnation, Galat. 4. 1, 2. &e. 
for the generality of them they knew 
but. as Children, for that we have done 
ttnce, beſides other points of minority 
and non-age touching Legality and Ce- 
remonics , which the Apofile in that 
place termes elements or rudiments of 
the world ; and the State of the Saints 
under them a flare of bondage; as wee 
ſce now bur &? colwrpe is dnlygan, 
through a glaſſe darkely, tor li getheep 
doe in thelite to come : all is up 
in a riddle now, for what®tt will be 
then : ſodid they of old-in com A" 
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n$ Theprecioxſneſſe of Chriſt 
of us : their Light was but an obſcure 
and glimmering light to ours. Chriſt 


F 


7 
y 
y 


hach flowed in upon his people in grea- | 
ter abundance of Revelation finc<his ' 


coming, then before : His diſcovery of 


himſelfe then was but « ſtandirg bebind 
the wall, a looking forth of the window ,, « 


ſhewing bimſelfe through tbe Lattice, | 


Cant. 2.9. | 
Fikhbly, other Prophets might nor 
themſelves : the Apoſtle inveighs 
| lelfe-commenders, 2 Cor. 10.12, 
we dare not ( faith he) make onr ſelves of 
tbe nambergor compare our ſelves with ſome, 
that commend themſelves : and in another 
ce he ſpeakes out plainly : no man 
faich he) Eveth to bimſelfe, Roms. 1 4. 7. 
that is, none ought to live unto him- 
felfſe. Yea, even Chriſt himielte relating 
to himſelfe as a meere man, faith , that 
bis witmeſſe i# not true, if be beare witneſſe 
of bimfelfe ; Job. 5.31. bur in another 
Place relating to himſelfe as Mediatour, 
as God and man in one perſon, and one 
with the Father, he ſpeakes cleane con- 
trary to this 7 tbowgh I doe beare record of 
wy ſeife ( laith he) yer my record is true, 
Fob. $. 14. Here then is a wide diffe- 
rence between other Pcophers in _ 
O 
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* of their Office, and Chriſt : they wighc- 
* not preach themſelves: they did indeed 
| report ſomething of their owne vertuey,. 
| but it was tor boly example and inftru- 
” Clions lake; and it was ftill wich refe- 
bind - rence unto the maine objeR of the word 
which was Chrift. But now Chriſt be» 


=# 
=} 
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& hy - ingour Medjatour , ourgreat Prophety 
? *. the Apeſile of our Profeſſion, and the An- 
noe | gel or Meſſenger of the Covenant between 


iohg | God and us , he may and doth preach 
69 | himſelfe: tobim give all the Propbets wit- 
wed - meſſe, Ads 10. 43. and he beares wit- 
ome, © nee of himſelfe, becauſe he hath not a 
” ha - greater inthe point of our Juſtificationy 
rg: San@ification, and eternail Salvarion to 
| beare witneſle of, than himſclfe : and 
- 7" | henceare thoſe ſelfe-predications of his, 
ins Which wee findeinthe Scriptures, _ 
"ms weto me, and be yee ſaved, a!! the ends 
- the Earth, Come wnto me all yee that Is- 
%ld ' boar, and are beavie laden. When hee 
| read that place of the Prophet Iſaiah, 
© chap. 61, 1. &c. hetold the people, the 


ng ' day is thus Scripture fulfiled in your earer. 

{of | When the excommunicated man asked 

7 | him whothe Sonne of God was? be 

_ | anſwered him , thou boft both ſeen bins, 
| 


| andits betbat telketh with thee : _ ' 
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much upon him : this argueshim co be a 


high 2nd honourable Prophet above all Þ 


other. 


Sixthly , all the Propliets had their:# 
Commiſſion and Authority from him : 
the words of the wiſe are as Goads, and as | 
nailes fafined by the Maſters of eAſſem- | 
blies, which are given from one Shepbeard, | 
ſaith Solomon, Eceleſ. 12. 11. the words ® 


of the wiſe are Divine and heavenly in- 


ions : the Maſters of Aſſemblies are Þ 
Goſpel- Minifters and Teachers : and Þ 
Chriſt is that o7e Shepheard from whom. | 
thoſe words are given, and from whom | 
thoſe Maſters have their Authority. | 
Hence it is ſaid, that he went by the Spi- | 


rit, that is, by his Divine vertue and 


power , and preached wnto thoſe Spirits, | 


that arenow in priſon ( in Hell wee muſt 
conceive) having been diſobedient unto the. 
word 


cold the Samaritanefle plainely, that ht * 
was the /effias. And ic is faid of the | 
two Diſciples, that beginning at Moſes | 

and all the Propbets ; he expounded unto © 
them in all the Scriptares the things concer= 
ning himſelfe. Now ſurely it commends | 
unco us the Prophecie of Chriſt,that he 
might preach & commend himſelf with- þ 
out 2ny blot of arrogancie,or taking too þ 
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* word of God, and deſpiſed bu long-ſuſfe= 
* ringinthe dajes of Noah, while tbe Arke 
was preparing, 1 Pet. 3.19. 20. here we 
C ſee, thatthat , which Noab a Preacher 
© of righteouſneſle did, is attributed un- 
* co Chriſt : becauſe Noah was burt ins 
| ftrumentall, and had his Commiſſion 
* from him; juſt asitls ſaid, that what- 
| ſoever the Priſoners did in the prifon, 


Joſeph was the doer of it, Geneſ. 39. 22. 
becauſe they did it by warrant and leave 


{ from him ; or by his diQation and 
ir: Commandement. 


Againe, obſerve that phraſe , Ezek. 


"'# 20. 46. drop thy word toward the South: 
{ and thelike ſpeech is that of Adoſer ; my 
* DoGrine ſhall droppe 
= words ſhall diſtill as the dew ; as the ſmall 
{ raine upon the tender hearbe, and as the 
* ſbowpres »pon the graſſe. Now from this 
* phraſe of dropping, wee may draw an 
# Argument, that Chriſt is the head of 
| all true Prophets and Teachers. For 
| looks as the cloudes , from whence the 
* # raine deſcends , have not their water 
- | originally and natively in themſelves ; 

| but from the Sea and moiſtned places 

of the Earth exhal'd and drawne upby 


, as the raine; my 


the heat of the Sunne : ſo have not the 
G Prophets 


> 
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paws, mar a Spirit of Propheſie ; nor © 
any Divine Teachers a faculty of teach- |" * 


ing Heavenly and ſaving Truths of } 


themſelves : bur it is drawne up out of | 
Chriſt, az ouc of a fall Sea of all excel- 


lent wiſdome and knowledge, and con- # 


vayed into them by the heat and vigour, 
not of their own Spirit, but a far higher Z 
ſpirit chen theirs,viz.the Spirit ofChriſt. Þ 
Neither may other Prophets goe of | 
their owne heads , but by Commiſſion | 
and delegation from him. And there- | 
fore they have the name of Ambaſſadors 
given them,2.Cor.5.20. Ambaſſadomrs for | 
Chriſt.Chriſt it is ,thar ſaid, goe and teach Þ 
all nations. Chriſt it is, that inſtituted # 
the Miniſtry of the word. Chriſt ic is 
that gave ſome to be Apoſtles, and ſome Pro- 
phers, and ſome Evangeliſts and ſome Pa- | 
ſtors and Teachers , Ephbeſc 4. 11, and | 
hence are thoſe ſpeeches ſo frequent in | 
the Old Teſtament : beare the werd of | 
the Lord, the mauth of the Lord bath ſþo- 
ken it : the wordof the Lord came unto me, 
and thelike : in which places the origi- 
nall far Lord is Jehovah , andby 7 
wab is meant the ſecond perſon , to wit, 
theLord Jeſus , the whule adminiſtra- 
tion of things for the good of the 
Church 


” 
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£0 Þ Church being committed unto him * 
che of © and hither tends thac remarkable paſ- 
out bf fages 1 Sam. 3. 21. The Lord revealed 
excel. © himſelfe unto Samuel un Shiloh by the 5,1; is 
1con- & wordof the Lord ;that is,by Jetus Chriſt ; Loc. 
igour, | who in the preceding bookes of the 
vigher © Scripture (-as Juni notes) was wont 
thrift, © to be called tbe Angel of the Lord : and 

oe of © afterward , as he revealed himfelfe 
iſſion |} more cleerely, he was called the word of 
here © the Lord. But beſides theopinion of 7x- 
[adors | »ius , another place of Scripture dock 

rs for = confirme. chis interpretation : the place 
each © is Geneſ. 19. 24+ The Lord rained upon 
tuted & Sodowe and Gomorrah brimſtane and fire 

- it is © fromthe Lordiut of Heaven, From this 
-P,z.. | Scripture I gather thus much - that as 

» P,.. | the ſecond perſon is broughe forth aQt- 


and | ing by way of mediation tromthe ficſt, 
ntin © in pointot Rule and Kingdome here : 
rd of Þ ſom that place of Sanmel he is broughe 
> o- þ forth a&ing from him mediately in poine 
{ of Prophecte : although I confefſe thar 

- | conlideredaccording tobis God-head, 
A of | hedidboth execute Judgmentsupon the 
wit, | Sodomites,and reveale him-felf untaS- 
? | muelimmediately fromhimſelf,withour 

| any fuchdependence or ſubordinacion. 

Thus you ſee, that Chriſt is the head 
G 2 and 
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and principall of all Prophets being in # 
ſundry relpe&s the molt excellent his 3 


| 

1 
way of all other. ” « 
Secondly, confider Chriſt as a Prieft, & 
and herealſo wee {hall finde him to be Þ : 
moſt precious and excellent : here is the Þ 
very heart and ſtrength of all his me- Þ 1 
diation between God and' us ; indeed | 
in reſpe& of our neceſſity, who muſt Þ | 
firſt know our owne miſery and the re- | | 
medy , before we can apply the facri- Þ | 
ficeot Chriſt, and fo be reduced to ho» | 1 
ly obedience and ſubje&ion: ro the | | 
Kingdome of God ; Prophecie hath the | 
firſt place in the mediation of Chriſt ; | 
after which followes Priefthood , and | 
laſt of all royalty or government. | 
But foraſmuch- as the prieftly Office | 
confiſteth mainly in ſaffering of death ; 
whereunto we were obnoxious and lia- | 
ble for finne, and could not be delive- | 
red without it : it plainely appeares, 
that this Office hath the preheminence | 
and upper hand, andthac ic doth pro- 
meric ( as I: may fay  ) andbuyour the 
other two. ' The Prophecie of Chriſt 
could never have opened our eyes ; nei- 
ther could his Kingdome have ruled 
and ſwayed our hearts, unlefſe by his 
Prieſthood 
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Prieſthood he had dyed for us. I have 
* manifeſted thy name unto the men ( faith 
* ourSaviour) which thou gaveſt me out of 


| theworld : thine they were, and thou ga- 
© weſt them mee ;, and they bave kept thy 
* word, job, 17. 6. Here wee ſee are ſome 
= that have the name of God, thar is, the 
Salvation of God manifeſted untothem; 
ſo that Chriſt becomes a Prophet to 
& them to enlighten their eyes: they be 
| fſachalſo, as are ſubje& and obedient to 
the Kingdomeof Chriſt; and therefore 
they are ſaid to keep Gods word : but 
now who be theſe that are partakers of 
ſuch graces and choyce blellings , illu- 
mination and SanAification ? verily 
they be ſuch as God gave wnto bis Sonne 
out of the world, as that Scripture ſpeaks. 
Now I muſt tell you that this gift of 
God is free and properly ſo called, it 
wee reſpe& the love of God , and our 
ſelves that partake of it. But if wee re- 
ſpe& Chriſt the Mediatour, ſo itis im- 
properly called a gift: for God gave 
his Ele& unto Chriſt conditionally 
for aprice , the price of his Life-bloud. 
and hence the Myſtery of our Re- 
demption is called a Covenant. Its in- 
deed a Covenant of Grace in reſpeCt of 
G 3 God, 
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God, who waspleaſed of his owne ac- | 
cord to find out ſuch a remedy for miſe- # , 
rableman, andto yeild to it: and alſo 
in reſpe& of true beleevers, whoſh 
enjoy the benefix of : but yer in reſpe&AſÞ® } 
of Chriſt the Mediatour , ic is a Cove-E « 
c 
l 


nant made upon termes and conditi- 
one, to wit, his paſſion, his Righceouſ- 
neſfe. | 
- - The Priefthood then of Chriſt is the® þ 
moſt noble parc of all his Mediation: Þ a 
without this his Prophecie and King-Þ n 
dome could never take hold of us, ne-F + 
ver doe us any good : they whom God Þ + 
gives unco his Sonne out of the world  #; 
upon Covenant, upon tearmes of his # 
ſuffering and dying ; they onely have} «| 
the name of his ſilvation manifeſted # P 
unto them , and they onely keepe his C 
word : all others how aeereſoever they Þ ſe 
may ſeeeme to beunto the Kingdome of # þh 
God, and to che marke of falvation;Þ 1 
yet they fall ſhort of it. In the Prieſt- Þ oz 
hood then of Chriſt, & in thac efpecially Þ h 
lies the latitude and longitude , the pro- | p 
fandity and ſublimity of Gods love to- Þ » 
ward us: and in reſpe& of this eſpeci- 


*,:y22572 Aly is the whole Myſtery of our re- | tþ 
77 ©4o, dempiion by Chriſt called'* magnalia | n 


Dez, 
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| Dei, the magnificent worker of God, 


AFﬀs 2. 11. 

Bar now farther to ſer forth the emi- 
nency and dignity of Chriſts Prieſt- 
hood, and his exceeding preciouſneſle 
thereby , let us make a collation and 


| compariſon between him and the Levi- 


ticall Prieſts, thoſe of Aaron's order. 
Firſt of all in the Leviticall Prieft- 

hood there was a pluralicy of Prieſts ; 

as in Math. 12. 4. itis faid, that it 


| was lawful for the Priefts onely to eate of 


the ſbew-bread ; and in the fifth verſe, 
that the Prieſts in the Temple doe profane 
the Sabbaoth, aud are blameleſſe: though 


{ there were bur one High-Prieſt : yer 


there were many inferiour facrificing 
Prieſts at once, Heb. 9. 6. But now 
Chriſt was a Prieft alone : he by him- 
ſelfe alone hath appeared to take away ſinne : 
he bath by bimſelfe purged our firmes, Heb. 
I. 3. bis awne ſelfe bare our ſinnes in hw 
orwpne body on the tree, 1 Pet. 2. 24. and 
hence it is, that he cries out in the Pro- 
phet ; I, even 1 am the Lord ;, and beſide 
me there 3s no Saviour. 

Secondly, in the Leviticall Prieſthood 
there was a change , a ſucceſſion and a 
moveablenefſe, and hence ic came ro 


G 4 paſſe, 
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at there were many Prieſts ; be 


the Opal) they were 10 


Mother, or kindred, 
as that of the Telbe of Levi did : the 


Leviticall Prieſts had their Prieſthood 


by generation , by ſucceſſion from Fa- 
ther to fonne ; it was hereditary to 


them ; neither mighe they be pur befideÞ 
it, except it were for ſome naturall ble-| 
mi(b, as blindnefle, lamenefle, crooked-| 


neſſe, and thelike, Levit. 21. 17, 18, &c. 
But Melchiſedec's Priefitbod was not 
after this manner : his was not by na- 
turall deſcent : burit was inſtiu 
given him of God ata time ne 
tionedin the Scripture : . 
expiration or ending there 
ken of ; thatfo he might bean 
ſemblance and figure of the everlaſting 
Prieſthood of Chriſt ; who hath ( as 
the Apoſtle teacheth ) izpwrwlu amps" 
Bamy, an impaſſeable Prieſthood; a Prieſt- 
hood, that cannot paſſe, or be tranſla- 


red 


—. 


andÞ 


.- o* 
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ted from him to another , Heb. 7. 24. 
in the priefthood of Aaror's order every 
Prieſt bare office but for his owne time : 
and they were ſubjeQ to be pur our for 
miſdemeanor, as wee ſee in Abiathar, 
1 King, 2.26. yea, and the whole or- 
der was diſſolved at the death of Chriſt. 
But Chrift himſelfeis a Prieſt for ever: 
he ever: liveth ro make interceſſion for 
us: his prieſthood continueth unto the 
end of the world ; yea and the vertue 
of it infinitely beyond all cime : there- 
fore he will have no ſuccefſour, or Vicar. 
Chrifts Prieſthood like Aelchiſedec's 
came neither by Father or mother as 
you heard : for he was of the Tribe of 
7udab , of which (the Apoſtle faith) 
there is no mention made as touching 
prieſthood , fave onely that a King of 
Judah did once to his coſt uſurpe that 
Office; and againe, as wee read not of 
the moments of Melchiſedecs either in- 
auguration or ceaſing ; ſo. was Chriſt 
ever from the beginning of the world a 
Prieſt, and ever (hall be to the end, ye- 
ſterday and to day, and the ſame for ever. 
Thirdly , the Leviticall prieſts offred 
dayly offerings oftentimes : the Prieſts 
went alwayes into the firſt Tybernacle , ac- 


compliſbing 
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and the HighePrieſt entred into the boly 


place, viz. the inmoit Tabernacle every Þ 


yeare with bloud,ver. 25. 
Burt Chriſt offred but one ſacri- 


fice once for ever : once in the end of | 


the world bath he appeared to put away 
ſenne by the ſucrifice of bimſelfe , ſaith 
the Apoſtle, ver. 26. and he dothil- 
luftrate this Truth by a fimile , and 
confirmeit by an Argament. His fimile 
is in thoſe words : as it us appointed unto 
men once to die; but after this the Judge 
ment : ſo Chrsſt was once offred to beare the 
ſennes of many : and unto them that looke 
for him ſhall bee appeare the ſecond tine 
without junne unto Salvation, Heb. 9. 27, 
28. theexplication or unfolding of this 
fimilicude cake thus : as there is nothing 
interpoſed between the death of a man, 
and his erecnall doome, or Judgement : 
nothing caneither marre, or mend hig 
eſtate : bur as the tree falleth, ſo ic ſhall 
lie, whether toward the North, or to- 
ward the South , toward Heaven , or 
toward Hell: ſo between the death of 
Chriſt and his ſecond coming , there is 
no hilaſticall or expiatory facritice in- 
terjeQed , cither to adde perfeQion - 
tne 


eomplifying the ſervice of God , Heb. 9. 6, | 
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the firſt ; or to ranſome thoſe that 
had contemmned ir : and co this lookes 
that Scripture, where ic ic is laid, if gee 
ſinne wilfully afier that wee have recetued 
the Knowledge of the Truth , there re- 
maineth no more ſacrifice for ſinnes , H e- 
brewes 10. 26. there is not a ſecond 
propiciatory facritice to be expedted : 
Chriſt ſhall appeare the fccond 
time without finne , that is , with-»,, © 
out ſacrifices for finne. Men muſt lay 
hold of that one once offred , and not 
deſpiſe it not ſceme to embraceir , and 
afterward caſt it away : forif they doe, 
there will never come a ſecond co expi- 
ate ſuch an offence. 

The Argument , which the Apoſtle 
uſeth to prove that Chriſts ſacrifice is 
but one, and once offced, is taken from 
the perfe&ion thereot ; wherein it dif- 
fers much from the ſacrifices of the 
Law : tor they could not make the comers 
wnto them perfeft, Heb. 10. 1. but there 
was in them an anniverſary or yearely re- 
membr anc: of ſinnes : yea there was a 
daily repetition of ſome of thoſe ſacri- 
tices, as the Apoltle mindeth, Heb. 10. 
11. ſo that here was no perfeQion : the 
Conſcience of the worſhippers might 

remaine 
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- remaine for ever uncleane , for any 

| thing that theſe ſacrifices could doe to | 
| pufge them. But the ſingle and one fa- | hat 
| crifice of Chriſt , whereby he offred up | Pri 
| himſelfe a Lambe without ſpot unts God, | tar: 
is of ſufficiency and perfe&ly able to doe | but 
1 away the finnes of all the ele& in all Þ on 
Wo | ages and times of the world , both be- | 

'' fore and after converſion. | Int: 
I Fourthly, other prieſts and their fa- | Iy 
US | * *crifices were but types and ſhadowes of | #7 
ou good things tocome, Heb. 10.1. and ſo | ma 
| likewiſe was the Tabernacle, and all che | cal 

\ utenſiles thereof, in and by which they | 18 © 
THE officiated , chap.9, 9, Bur now Chriſt | Pe! 
Oy is the very * effentiall forme, or the | ſe/f 

wn cre lively and fubBantiall repreſentation of | for 
lum, hole things , which were ſhadowed in || © 
wxive the Law ;and the Tabernacle, in which | 2»: 
Heb-10.1. he offred, not made with hands , as the || 4" 
"ll | other was , Heh. 9. 11. for that other of 
i was a figure for the time preſent , as the | Ve 
Apoſile ſaith : bur the perſon of Chrift, | 0A 
God and man, is the very ſubſtance and of 
ching ic ſelfe, figured by that reſem- || * 
blance. The Ceremoniall Law was gi- Rl 
ven by Moſes : but grace and Truth, the Ut 
full accompliſhment of all thoſe Myſti- | 1a 
call and ſhadowilh ſervices , came by Je- C 


ſus 
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ſus Chriſt, Fob. 1. 17. the diſpenſation 


| of life and righteouſnefſe, Chrift alone 
{ hath | the honour of that. Levicicall 
E Priefts, and bulls, and goates, and Al- 
E tars,and Ceremonies might be Types *:: « 
| bur he was the Antitypeand fignificati- que, 


| on of them all. ;Panernes, 


Fifthly , other Prieſts entred onely ;Heb.s, 23. 


| into that place which was typically ho- 
| ly 2 the Tabernacle was a figure for the A 
| time then preſent, Heb. g. $,9, it was 
| made with hands; 'and therefore it is 
| called * a worldly SanGiuary : but Chriſt , 
© is entred into that place , which is pro» 
| perly holy : he 5 entred into Heaven it Hcb.ng, r, 
| ſelfe, now t#0 appeare inthe preſence of God: 


for us : Heb. 9.24: and hence he is ſaid 
to be a Miniſter of the Santtuary, and of 
the true Tabernacle, which the Lordpitched, 


| andnxot man. Now from the typicalneſle 
{ of that Tabernacle of 45ſes, and the 


verity and ſubſtantialneſle of the Taber- 
nacle, wherein Chriſt our High-Prieſt 
offred, wee are taught , that if men in 
theſe times of Reformation, as the Apo- 
ftlecalls chem , Heb. 9. 10. if in theſe 
times of more cleare Evangelick Reve- 
lation fince the coming and ſufftring of 
Chriſt ; if in theſe times , wherein the 
Church 


- 
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Church of God hath pat off her mino- 
rity and childhood, and iscome to be | 
adulr ,”as we ſay; is come to maturity | 
and rifenefſe of age: if, I ſay, men inf by 
theſe times having the. Goſpel clearely 
and lightfomely preached unto them, 
will neverthelefſe cleave in any meaſure c 
to Judaicall rites and Ceremonies : if for 
they will embrace ſhadowes , now the 77, 

= ſubſtance is long fince come ; then tralyÞ 7x _ 
they are . ipſo fatto (as we fpeake) bard 
off from atl-benefir by Chriſt: 'fo ſanh# ;, 
the Apoitle : Wee bave an Altar ( faith} 
he ) whereof they bave no Right to eate, 


which ſervethe Tabernacle , Heb. 13. 10.Þ FI 
If men will judaize and ftick now to Þ . 


Moſaicall rudiments, they have no right Þ «,, 
to cate of rhe Chriſtians Altar, that is, Þ 1, 
they haveno part nor portion in Chriſt. Þ 
Such another ſentence we have , Galar. | 
5- 2, 3 4- Behold, T Paul ſay unto you, chat ® _q 
if you be circumciſed, Chriſt ſþall profit you £4 
nothing * for 1 teſtifie againe to every man, | ſeo 
that is circumciſed, that be 1s a debtor to doe of 
the whole Law : Chriſt ® become of no ef- 
fect unto. you, whoſoever of you 1 juſtified | 
by the Law : yee are fallen from grace. That } þy 
which is here faid of circumcition , is 
rue of all other Leviticall rices: if wee 


will 
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will retaine any of them, Chriſt will 
| nocprofit us: wee are bound to keep the 
whole law: if wee obſerve a peice, wee 
{ muſt obſerve all: and it wee be juſtified 
| by ſuch legall obſervances; Chriſt avat- 


| <chus nochiog : wee hold not the head,, 


when wee cleave to ſuch ordinances. 
Sixtly, other prieſts were to offer firſt 
| for themſelues, and afterward for the people: 
Heb.7.27.This was the iojunRion of che 
| Law : if theprieſt that is anointed doe ſtone 
© according to the ſinre of tbe people ; then 
* let bim bring for bus ſinne, that be batb 
© ſinned,a yoang bullock without blemiſh un- 
to the Lord for a ſinne-offering , Levit. 4. 


*& 3. andinthe $. chapter of chat 


wee reade , how that Aaron and his 
ſonnes were to offer a ſinne-offering at 
| their conſecration ; we muſt v 


iſt. ® for themſelves. But ic was not ſo with 
*& our High-Prieft, the Lord Jeſus : hee 


offred for his people onely : as for him- 
| ſelfe, he needed no facrifice : ofter three- 
ſcore and two weekes ſhall Mefſiab be cut 
off ;, but not ſor bimſelfe, Dan. g. 26. nor 
for his owne tranſgreſfion : the Prince 
of this world came and tempted him: 
but could find no corruption in him, 
noyeilding to his tentations in the leaſt 
meaſure : 
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meaſure : he knew no ſinne, neither wa | 4, 
there any guile found in bis mouth : andit Þ thee, 
became 15 , 'that us, St was neceſſary and be- Þþ (vc 
hoofefall for us , to bave ſuch an High-Þt , yi 
prieſt, as was holy, harmeleſſe , undefiled, Þ} in 
ſeparate from ſinners , Heb. 7. 26. holy} 
towards God, harmelefſe towards men, 
undefiled in himſelfe, and totally ſepa- Þ wc 
rate from finners, not contaminated or | phi; 
ſpotted with finne in the leaſt meaſure, Þ yr ; 
Seventhly; conſider this, that Chriſt Þ| ;eg 1; 
isthe moſt merciful , the moſt pitifull, Þ ,. x 
and the moſt compaſſionate 'High- Þ ake 
prieſt, that ever was: and therefore it Þ yer x 
was , that hee was made like unto us, Bpent 
bone of our bone, and fleſhof our feſt, Fly af 
ſubje& co hunger, thicft , cold, weari- {conc 
neffe, tentation, and the like, as we are. | pury 
The Apoſtle Heb. 2. 17. faith, that this Þ LÞ #/ 
was behoofefull : he ſaith there , that he Þ| Arg 
* ought in all things to be made like unto | Iyve- 
bz brethren, that he might be a mercifull, | he b; 
and a faithfull High-prieſt in things per- 
taining to God, to _ OD for Þ like 
the people. Eli was the High-Prieſt in his Þ wi 
time: buthe failed much in the point | fame: 
of renderneffe and conſideration, when | wi 
he judged the godly and gracious wo- | ſtdre 
man tobe drunke : how long wilt thou be || fruok 
drunken, 
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# | dranken ( ſaid he) put away thycyuine from, 
© thee, 1 Sam. 1: 1.4:whereas alaſle,ſhe was 
| farre from it: (he was a woman of aſor-, 
| rowfu8 ſpirit. Cas ſhe anſwers) and was 
in earneft prayer at thac time» Chriſt 
| our High-prieſt: was morevſenſible and 
feeling of cur afliQtion thendo.#e bave. 
not an High-prieſt ( faith the; Apoltle ), 
| which cannot hetouched with the feeling of 
| ozer infirmities, but was in all points temp- 
ted like. ar me art!;, yet without finue, Heb. 
| 4.15. a$it-18 aid, that nevtr any man 
ſpoke, as be fpake to I may lay,: that nes; 
Þ ver was there any Prieſt ,.ſo milde , ſo 
' Egentle;,logracious, 16 loving;.fo tender- 
ly affeftionaze; atid fo regardfull of our. 
condition, as; Chriſt was : fall to this 
purpoſe is. that place in 1ſatali63-' 9.. 1n: 
all their-affliFion he was afflited, and tbe 
Angel of bis preſence ſaved them : in bis 
Imve-and in his pitte be redeemed tbeys + and. 
be bare them and carried them all the dyes . 
of old. And againe : he ſball feed bis flock, 
or. lhe a Shepheard : he ſhall gather 1he Lambs 
mith bis arme; and carrie them in his bo- 
ſame; and ſball gently lead thoſe that. ars 
[with young, Ifatah 40. 11. And jhe brai-, 
fedre?d ſball be niz bricke , nor quench the 
ſmoking flaxe ; tht is; ke ſhall campal-, 
— fcnately 
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fionately beare wich our ſlowneſſe, our 
duln:, our ſmall and' weake begin 
nings,. our little meafure of grace, an| 
1311 be bring forth Judgement nnto vidon# 
that is, till he overcome. our corrupti 
ons, and give ſentence of viQtory overt 
finne and Satan. In the Law wee read; 
chat the -High-prieſt was to beare the} 
names of the: children of F#ael in hi 
peRorall or breft-plate upon his hearc# 
now this did frgure and:ſhadow unto wp 
the tender love and pitie that Chriſt che 
Mediatour beares to his people : guiding 
the blinde, feeding the hungrie , com} 
forting the comfortlefſe , reſtoring ſuchÞ} 
a3 are out of- joynt : all is-mercy , | 
love, and'fweetnefſe, and more then 
mothe ly affe&ion that comes from him 
All theſe things are ſpoken of Chriſt 
as M-diatour : and hence it is that hif 
hath the title TowoTaay;rts, one of mari} 
1:y commiſerattons, fam. 5. 11. 

In the eight and laft place I ſhall cell 
youof a wonder. Chriſt unlike to all 
cther Sacrificers was both the Prieft, 
the Temple or Tabernacle , the Altar, 
ard the Sacrificeall in oneperſon. 

Firſt, -he was a Prieft in reſpe@ c 
beth natures; which will cafily be gray 0 

c 
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ted, if wee confider the nature of a Me- 
| dfatour, or Umpire, who ought co be 

one indifferent , and equally inclining 
| to cither party , like a paire of ſcales 
that hangeven z neither fide lift up, or 
deprefſcd more than the other. A medi- 
atour is not of one, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Galat. 3. 20. ſo did Chriſt indifferent- 
ly partake of both natures , Godhead, 
and Manhood ; that fo he might be fic 
to ſtand in the gap between his Father 


te : and us. We muſt beleeve therefore, that 
ding whole Chriſt offced up himſelfe unto 
Oy God ; even the Manhood, as well as 
az the Godhead, did offer it ſelfe : Chriſt 

'* is a Prieſt according to both natures. 
nents And whereas ic isfaid , that hee offred 
him® himſelfe through the eternall Spirit 
cms without fpotunto God, Heb. g. 14. that 
CIY doth nor put the manhood from its 
my ſbare in prieſthood : buc onely irc 
ſhewes how the Sacrifice came to be 

cell r93rbout ſpot or blemiſh , namely by che 
a al hypoſtaricall union of thetwo natures, 
iſh cheeternall Spirit , thar is, the God- 
car head of Chrift aſſuming the fleſh into 
one perſon with ic (elfe. ; | 

ha Secondly, Chriſt was the Tabernacle 


or Temple moſt properly according to 
H 2 his 
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| his God- head : for he faith himſelfe in 
io the Goſpel , that the Gold of the Temple 
i \'l # ſanttified by the Temple it ſelfe : ſois the | 
+18 manhood ſanQified and- made noble # 
| 1h by the God-head. Nevertheleſle in ſome | 
1c reſpeRs his humane body was the Tem- | 
"11 ple alſo : Deſtroy this T emple ( faith he) ®Þ 
mw and I will build it againe in three dayes; 
) | he ſpeakes it of his body; which is cal- ® |, 
| led a Temple not onely becauſe the ho» ® 
ly Spirit dwelt in it after a fingular and | F 
peculiar way, conceiving it at the firft, | 
and ſanQify ing it perteQly ; bacalſo be- | 
cauſe in the offring of it up, God found | 
In it an acceptable ſacrifice, and ſmelr 
i it a ſweet favour asin a Temple. Bur 
yet further to this purpoſe : the fleſh of 
Chriſt is called a vaile , Heb. 10; 20. in 
which the Apoſtle alludes to che oper- 
tory or vaiſe in the Tabernacle of old, 
and in the Temple, by which alone 
there was entrance into the holieſt place 
of all ; ſo by the vaile of his fleſh, rent 
and torneupon the Croſſe, hath Chrift 
opened a new and a living way for us 
to paſſe to God, and to Heaven. Thus 
is hethe Tabernacle or Temple accor- 
ding to both natures too. | 


Thirdly , Chrift is the Altar mo 
properly 
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properly according to bis Divinity : for 
he ſaich himſelfe,that the Altar doth ſan- 
Gifie the Gift , Matth. 23. 19. And 
thus doth the God-head like an Altar 
ſanifie the Manhood,as a gifc or facri- 
fice , making it of infinite merit, and 
and worth with God the Father: the 
Alcar ought to be of greater dignity 
then the oblation. But now alchough 
the God-head of Chriſt alone be the 
ſanQifying, and dignifying thing in re- 
ſpe&of the offering of himſelte, thar is, 
of his fleth unto God : yer in reſpe& of 
his preſenting us blameleſſe and a {a- 
crifice, as it were, without ſpot and ble- 
miſh unto his father, ſo whole Chriſt, 
God and man in one perſon is the ſan- 
Cifying Alcar, that makes us accepted 
with God. The Scripture it felfe ſpeak- 
eth thus, Iſaiah 56. 6, 7. God promi- 
ſeth , that he will bring ever the ſennes of 
the ſtranger (that is, the Gentiles) t9 his 
boly Moentaine , and make them jo;full in 
bu houſe of Prayer , and their burnt of- 
frangs, and their ſacrifices ſyall be accepted 
upon by Altar : for ( faith he) mine bouſe 
ſball be called an houſe of Prayer for ail 
people : in-which place by the Altar we 
are to underſtand whole Chriſt , God 
H 3 _ and 


102. The precioaſneſſe of Chriſt 
and man, the bleffed Mediatour, upon 
whom, as upon an Altar, all Nations 


promiſcuouſly , both Jewes and Gen- | 
tils, were an offering acceptable to | 


God. And a like place thereis in Iſaiab 
60. 7. All the flocks of Kedar ſball be ga- 


thered together unto thee; the Rammes of © 


Nebaioth ſhall miniſter unto thee; they ſball 


come up with acceptance ow mine Altar , | 
and I will glorifie the bouſe of my glory. | 
Here alſo whole Chriſt is the Altar, | 
that makes the Gentiles to be (as I may | 
ſay) a ſacrifice of a ſweet-ſmelling fa- | 
vour unto God. To this alſo tends that | 
in Iſaiah 6. 7. where a coale from the Al» | 
tar teuching the Prophets lips, his iniqui- | 
ty is taken away , and bis ſinne purged : | 
now what is it that takerh away iniqui- | 


ty, but the Lamb? whacis ic that pur- 
geth ſinne, but the bloud of Chriſt? 
alrhough I grant ( as before ) that if 
wee reſpe@ the offring of himlelte, the 
body and blond of Chriſt was moſt 
properly the ſacrifice. I will addea few 
words more teuching this matter out 
of Mr. Brightm2n, upon Revel. 4. 9. he 
faith, chat the ſfoules under the Altar 
are moſt eminently the Martyrs, whoſe 
falvation is placed onely in the _ 
0 
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of Chriſt ; under which choſe holy 
Champions lying hid, as under a Buck- 


| Jer, they might fafcly and without tec- 
| rour appeare before God: now it igtrye, 


that this death of Chriſt in reſpe& of 


| himſelfe was the ſacrifice : bur to the 
| Martyrs, and to all the Saints, it is to- 


gether with his God-head as an Alcar, 


| under which (andnot under their own 
| perpeffions and ſuffrings as. any whic 
meritorious) they lie ſafe and ſecure. 


Laſtly, Chriſt according to his man- 


| hood is moſt properly the ſacrifice, 
| Heb. 10. 10. yetfor as much as whole 
| Chriſt preſents himſelfe now in the fight 
{ of Godforus: wee are to judge thar 


whole Chriſt, God and man was after 
a ſort the oblation or offcing; and hence 
the bloud thereof is ſaid to be. the bloxd 
of God, Ats 20 2Y. Nevertheleſſe though 
in reſpe& of us, who are reconciled, 
juſtifyed , ſanRifyed and eternally {a- 
yed thereby, whole Chriſt is offred up : 
yet let us be wiſe unto fobriety : Lec us 
( as I may ſay ) give unto Ceſer the 
things that are Ceſars, and unto God 
the things chat are Gods , thar is, let 
us give. unto each nature of Chriſt its 
owne propzrigs and offices : both his 

H 4 Deity 


_ © falfillingallrighteouſneffe : and his D 
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Deity and his humanity did diſtinQh 
alt their parts: his humanity by fu 
fring the paniſhment due to us, and b 


ity by 'conferring upon thoſe ſuffering 
infinice and ſaving vertue: The humay: 
ſoule and fleſh 'of Chriſt was the hok 
caxſto, of whole burnt-offring rofted i: 
the fire of his Fathers wrath, his God 
head was the Templein which, and thi 
Alrarupon which this ſacrifice was 'off 
fred; andlaftly, Chriſt both God: and 
man , was the Prieſt moſt willing\| 
and cheerefrlly officiating in this fer 

vice. © | 
Thus I have ſhewed you, that Chriſf 
unlike unto all other Prieſts was himſel! 
both the Prieſt, and the Sacrifice. anc 
the Temple , and the Altar all in on: 
perſon 3'end in ſome refpeits a!ſo 
according to both natures: fo that we 
may he be called wonderfull, as we read 
of him , Tjazab 9. 6. and well alſo ma; 
the Apoſtle fay, that the Myſtery of God: 
lineſſe 1s without controverſie a great Mi 


i ? ; 


ery. 

Now then toconclude this diſcourſe 
of Chriſts Prieſthood : if he were a 
Prieſt alone ; an everlaſting Prieſt ,/a 

Ee SY Prieſt 


puts, YN 


am a, as . 4s wma A 
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Prieſt offering but once, and yet ſuffici- 
ently for ever ; the ſubſtance and vecity 
of ail thoſe Prieſts, which went before 
him ; gone into heaven,which neyer any 
did as Prieſts, but he onely ; not need- 
ing to offer for himſelfe, bur onely for 
us; a moſt mercifull and piciful! high 
Prieſt: and laſtly, facrifice, Temple, Al- 
tar, and Prieſt, all in one: if Chriſt, 1 
fay,be ſuch an high Prieſt, then certain- 
ly we muſt needsgrant him even by this 
argument to be very precious and excel- 
lent. M—- 

Thirdly, Confider Chriſt as a King : 
and in this alſo his glory, his dignitie, - 
and his excellency ſhines forth moſt e- 
minently. Chriſt is a King above all o- 
ther Kings, and that in theſe reſpeQs. 

Firſt of all, his Kingdome is a ſpiri- 
tuall Kingdome: he rules over the ſoules 
and conſciences of men : other Kings 
may ſubje& the bodies and the eſtates of 
ſuch as are under them; but not their _ , 
conſciences. Indeed there hath been u- 
ſurpation in this kinde ; but never tole- 
rated and allowed by Ckrift, Ore and 
the chiefeſt of all Babylons metchandize 
are the ſouler of men, Revel. 18. 13. by her 
curſes,cxcommunications,pardons,pur- 
| gatorys 
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*Mr.D ud- 


ley Fenner 
in his ex- 
pofirion 

npon the 


place,prin- 
tedar Mid vants,neicher inuſt they be fold as bond- 
d:(burgb, men : becauſe be brought them forth out of 
157. thelandof Ezypr, Levit. 25. 42. Now the 
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gatory,and the like inventions,(hee hath 
made merchandiz? af the ſoules, and 
domineer'd over.che caniciencesof men. 
Fpiſcopacy in all placcs more or lelle 
hath crodden in the ſame path ; ler the 
Reformiſts of theſe times have a care, 


thas nothing be obtcuded and rhruſt Þ 


upon tender conlſciences, which th 
cannot beare : the heart, the ſoule, and 


the conſcience, is properly che ſubjeR of | 


Chriſts Kingdome:; neither will he en- 
dureche ſubjeQion thereof co any other 
then himfelfe : domination and lord({hip 
over the fſoule, is a part of his glory, 


which he will not give to another. The | 


Church ſpeaks it with indignation,rhat 
ber own mthers ſornes, ſuch as ſeemed to 
be of her numbers and corporatian, be- 
ing inflamed wich rage againſt her,m de 
ber the keeper of other vines , and to negleX 
ber own; that is, they forced her to ſerve 
in part their phanſies and pleaſures *, 
while ſhee abated of her diligence in do- 
ing thole duties, which God required af 
her, Cent. 1. 6. God challengeth the 
perſons of the Iſraelites as his own (er- 


like 
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like reaſon doth the Apoſtle give why 


| wee ſhould not ſubje& our hearts and 


conſciences to the ordinances of men in 
matters of religion : yee are bought with a 
price, ( faith he ) be not yee the ſervants of 
men, 1 Cor.7 23.that is, doe not man- 


| cipate and enſlaye your conſciences to 


any humane deviſe in matters meerely 
ſpicicuall. Chriſt alone is the King and 
Lord of our fpicits : his Kingdome is 
ſpiricuall ; his Lawes are ſ(pirituall ; his 
people are fpirituall ; he rules in the 
Kingdomes of men,znd meddles in their 
ſecular affaires all in order to his own 


| ſpirituall Kingdome:; Heatheniſh people 


have been tamed and civilizd, that way 
might be made for their embracing of 
the Goſpel. All the warresof the Nati- 
ons, all their policies, and governments, 
all cheir riſings and decaying, all the 
great works that ever were done in the 
world, have tended by degrees at leaſt 
to the advancement of Chriſts ſpirituall 
Kingdome: Chriſt hath ſtill made them 
his prudentialls to bring about his own 
ends. The Aſriar firft ſubdued the Na- 
tions; after him the Babylonian ; then 
the Perſian , and the Grecian followed 
him; but the Roman went farther ang 
rnem 
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them all : and when God had thus fhz 
ken the earth, and the Kingdomes of 
the. world, then 1c was high time fot 
Chriſt the defire of all Nations to come 
and the Goſpel ro be moreclearly prez 
ched, then before. I ſpeake this to they, 
how that Chriſt mingles himſelfe even 
in worldly agications and affaires, tha 
thereby he may further and ſer forward 
his own ſpirituall Kingdome , and i 
ſhoa!d reach us to rule and ſteere ow 
courſe in fuch things not carnally and 
grolsly, as the Heathen doe , bur ſpiri- 

wally, as Chriſt doth; his Kingdome i 
aſpiricuall Kingdame; fo he tells Pilate; 
My hingaome ; ( faith he) 3s not of thy 
world, Joh. 18. 36. that is ( faith Mr.La: 
ther ) he reigneth not according to the 
fleſh, and the world ; but he ruleth and 
ſanQtiterh in fpirituall and heavenly 
-things,as righteouſneſſe,truth, wiſdome, 
peace , fa]vation : not as though all 
things of this world , and even of Hell 
ic ſe]te were not allo in ſubjeQion unto 
him ( otherwiſe how could he p-eſerve 
-us and defe1d us from them all? )>ur be- 
cauſe his Kingdome doth not con(iſt ei- 
ther in them, or of them. Chriſts King- 
dome is in heavenly 8& fpirituall things, 
as 
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as in binding and looſing of the conſci- 
ence,captivating the affeions, and ſub- 
'& duing, the heart, in obedience: to him- 
E ſclfe, and fo bringing us by degrees unto 
| glory. There be chem, thac cell us of 
& a Monarchicall Kingdome of Chriſt, 
whereby he ſhall in proper perſon rei 
a thouſand yeares upon the earth, 
fore the end and conſummation of the 
world ; which if ic be atruth, yet I 
| leave the opinion thereof to be iſcan'd 
*. : © and diſputed of by the judicious. Truth 

.& and fatſhood-are brought co, light by 
travaile,induſtry,and diſputation : 34a- 
ny ſhall run to and fro, and knowledge fball 
be increaſed, Dan. 12. 4. 

Second'y, the Kingdome of Chriſt 
according to his Mediatorſhipis a uni- 
ver fall Kingdome. 

Firſt, Univecſall ic is in reſpeR of all 
Nations; There was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a Kingdome, that all people, 
and Nations, and languages , ſhould ſerve 
bins, Dan. 7. 14. The beathen are bu in- 
berit ance, and the ends of the earth bis poſ- 
ſefſion. The Monarchs of the world have 
firecched their Empiers farre:Nebuchad- 
nezzars Kingdome in Strabo reached ag 
farre as Spain, as Mr. Broughton delivers 


Pſa. 2.8. 
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our of that Auchor;The Perfians pierced #> 
farther ; Alexander farther then they; the 
and the Romans farther then them all # ** 
but none of all theſe ſubdued the whokhs# © 


habitable, as Chrift hath done, his ſub 
jets have been, and are to be gathere: 
from the foure winds all over the uni 
verſe. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of the prea 
chers of the Goſpel, ſaich , That thei 
ſound went into all theearth,e their word 
wento the ends of the world, Rom. 10. 18, 

Secondly, Chriſts Kingdome is un 
verſall in reſpe& of all ſorts, rancke: K 
and conditiuns of men Nvabs Arke w: 


a ſhadow of the Church : Now as incoff it 
that Arke came creatures of every kindefy 
ſo into the Church , which is the King of 
dome of Chriſt , are received people ot 2 


all ages, ſexes, profcfſions and conditi 


ons whatſoever : if their conditions be ft 


ſuch as thwart the laws and ordinance - 
of that Kingdome, they are laid downe, K; 
they are changed in the very a of their - 


reception. This Kingdome doth not re+ 

fuſe any, that will ſubmit co it : bur allſ| © 

forts of people may come and be accep* þ 

ted. This is elegantly ſet forth by theſj 7 

Prophet, Eſa.41. 19. where God promi- 

ſeth to plant in the Wilderneſſe the _ 2 
8 
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the Sitath tree , the Myrtle, the Oyle-rree, 
the Firre-tree, the Pine, and the Box- tree 
rogetber. This alſo ig{ignified by che Net 


caſt into the Sea, which gatheretb fiſh of Mate 13. 
every. kande, and: ſo allo of every kinde 47» 4+ 


are referved as good: this net is an em- 
bleme of the Goſpel preached, & called 
the kingdome of heaven,becauſe it doth 


= forme. , promove and advance that 
| Kingdome. The fiſh ofevery ſfore,which 


the net catches, doe declare that people 
of all qualici:s are admitrable into the 
Kingdome of Chriſt. This likewiſe was 
ſweetly repreſented unto Peter by a 
ſheer knit ac the foure corners, wherein 


were all manner of foure- footed beaſts , AQts 1, 


of the Earth , and wild Beaſts, and 
creeping things , and foules of the aire; 
and the Apoſtle was bid to ariſe, and to 
ſlay and eate. Now by this he was taught, 
chat nor onely the Gentiles, as well as 
the Jewes wereto be received into the 
Kingdome of Chiiſt : butalſo chat in 
every Nation ( as himſelfe afterwards 
expounds it ) He that feareth Gsd, and 
worketh Righteowſneſſe is accepted with 
bim, Afs 10., 35. Let him be of what 
trade and occupation , of what ranke 
and quality , of what ſtate and condi- 
tion 
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dion ſoever he will be, Chriſt will not 
refuſe hini coming unto him and. ſab- 
mitting uato the Scepter of his-King- 
dome. | 

Thirdly, the Kingdeme of Chriſt is. 
univerſall in refpe& of the ages and 


cimes of the world : it runnes through | 


all ages, and ic laſts from generation to 
generation. And hence it is, that Chrift 
1s called « King immortal, 1 Tim. 1.17. 
having ſpoken of the long ſuffering of 
Jeſus Chriſt, toward him in che prece- 
dent verſe, he addes immediately ; now 
unto the King eternall , immortal! , mut- 


ſible, tbe onely wiſe God be honour and glo-. 


ry for ever and ever ,' amen :: Jelus Chriſt. | 


then is that God and King : and he is 
called immortal co diſtinguiſh him from, 
 allother Kings. The Kings of the world 
are mortall, they die, and leave their 
Kingdomes to others : but Chriſt isan 
immortall King, hee never dieth :' his 
Kingdome knowes no period : it paſſes 
through all Epoches anderaQts of time. 
Precicus is Chriſt ,: chat hath ſuch a 


Kingdome;- and happie are his Satats, | 


that have ſuch a King- When friends 
die ; when Eſtates are gone ; when the: 
Sword rages ; when ſicknelle and death 
ba comes 3 
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comes 3 when any trouble or affliftion 
" isupon'them 3 yer to their unſpeakable 
comfort they know , that their mighty 
King liveth and reigneth ; and fo long 
as he is up , they cannot be ſo downe, 
bur they ſhall riſe againe. Chriſt is a 
King in all ages of the world from the 
beginning : God is my King of old (faith 
the Church) Pſal. 74. 15. and Chrift is 
Gcd there ſpoken of, as appeares by the 
| words thace follow : God is my King of 
old, working ſalvation in tbe midſt of the 
Earth; itis Chriſt the Mediatour, that 
' workes ſalvation in the -midft of the 
_E Earth: forthe Father hath committed 
Rt. | all Judgement 'unto- him '; he then is 
is & King of old', from the very ficft foun- 
ding of the world ; and fo ſhall conti- 
nuetobe while the Sunne and Moone 
indare, ag*tis propheried of him. 
Fourtlily, Chriſts Kingdome is uni- 
verſall in. reſpeCt of all Creatures : all 
power z groen wto bim both in heaven and 
in earth. In reſpe& of his providence the 
creatures are ſubje& to him as God : 
bur as they ſerve to further the ſalvati- 
on of his ele, and to beautific his King- 
dome : ſo they are ſubje@unco him as 
Mediatour. In Epheſ, 1. 22. Iris ſaid of 
[' | Chriſt 
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Chriſt,tbat the Farber bath put all things 

whiter bis feet , and bath given bim to 
the bead over all things to tbe Charch : 
that is, ſo farre forch as they con» 
duce to the good of the Church , fo 
they areunder the Kingdomeof Chriſt 

8s Mediatour. 

Thirdly, Chrift cules as King alone : 
he alone is, caput Ecclefie, the of 
the Church. When the Romane Em 
pire was growne vaſt and unweldy, 
there were culleagues in government, 
ewo men of equall Authority. , one to 
rule the Eaſt, and another to ſway the 
Weſt. And in ſome places during the 
minority of the King they choſe a Re- 
gent, who hath Kingly Authority, and 
18 protemepore as a King. Burt it is not fo 
in che Kizgdome of Chrift : herules a- 
lone without EB partner. bas _ ca 
it Re is a moſt true ſaying 
Sz . ge Kingdome will not 
two Kings at once. Ridiculous is the 
Popes challenge to be che Minifteriall 
head of the Church : Chriſt rules alone 
without any ſuch Image of his govern- 
ment : he rules alone as head without 
either collcague in the largeneſle of his 
dominion, or Regent in his. ey”: + 
© 
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to Beleevers. I15 
ſole, or Vice-Roy in his abſence : hee 
bath indeed Officers , that rule under 
him : bur che headſhip and royalty he 
reſerves as peculiar to himſelfe ; he car- 
ries the government upon his otyne 
ſhoulders, as wee reade, Tjiab 9. 6. he 
alone hath ſoveraigne power and Au- 
thoriy in governing of his Church : 
he alone hath ſupremacy of Regiment : 
he alone is Clavipger, the Key-carrier to 
bis Church,]f2.22.22. It is written thus 
of Elzakim: the Key of the bowe of David 
will F lay upon bis ſhoulder * ſo be ſhalt 
open and none ſhall ſput ; and be [ball ſtet, 
and none ſball open: Now herein was this 
Saint lively figore and cype of Chriſt : 
thewords of the Prophecie are apply- 
ed to Chriſt, in his advertiſement to 


Philadelphia, Rewel. 3. and the ſenſe is 


bis: that looke as Elakim was made 
Steward, or Treafurer under Hezzk;ab, 
thatis, che next unto the King in go- 
vernment all over the Land, to com- 


mand, ro farbid, to permit, ro _ 


to puniſh, to doe Juſtice, and to repr 

all difoxder , of which Authoricy the 

bearing of a Key on the ſhoulder was a 

badge: fo Chriſt as Mediatour under 

his Father hath Nagel power and Au- 
2 hority 
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thority over, his Church 3. where hee 

| | ccmmands in chiefe z as1 may fay ; and 
| no man may life up bis hand , or foote 


wichout him: he hath the Key of the 
houſe of Dawid-upon his ſhoulder, to 
" preſcribe, to inhibit, to call, to harden, 
[j}# co ſave and todefitoy at his pleaſure ; 
i ſuch a Monarch and King is Chrift 0- 
ver his Church ; neither hath any, ſuch 
rule and foveraignty belide him. | 
Fuurthly , Chriſt is an eternall and 
| everlaſting King : he receives a King- 
H dcme, that cannot be ſhake ; there ſhall 
j beno erd ef it: his Throne endureth | 
| | ſor ever. Gcd rent away the-Kipgdome | 
ii trom S.x/ and others; and Mene,A7ene, 
$ was upon Be/ſhaz zars:Kingdome, a full 
is 7.umbring and finiſhing the dayes of it ; 
| but Chriſts Kingdome ig everlaſting,and |} 
Fj ſhall never «xfiue;let the enemies thereof | 
il uſe what aitand craſt they will ; they 
F | | - {haJl never deſtroy it, or pluck'ic up. 
| | The God of Heaven ( faith the Prophet) 
_ ſhallſer up a Kingaome z nbich ſbal never 
i be deſi. oz<d-; neither ſhall it beleſt teother 
| perple ; but it ftall fund for ever, Dan. 2, 
| 44+ If ihat of the Apcſtle te cbjeAgd, 
| /where telaith, that Chriſt ſhall deliver 
wp the Kingdome to God, even ihe Fatber, 
1 Cor. 
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2 Cor. 15+ 24. Ianſwer, that this doth 
nothing at all impeach che everlaſting- 
nefle of Chriſts Kingdome : for the 
meaning of ic ischis: char at che gene- 
rall Refurre&Qion , and the end of che 
world, Chrift ſhall lay downe his Me- 
diatorſhip, and (hall deliver up all his 
Ele& and faithfull Members, of whom 
now his Kingdome conſiſts, unto his 
Father, to be eternally crowned and 
glorifyed : and this ſhall be then, when 
hee ſhall haye reconciled ſome of his 
Enemies,ſpoyled deſperate ones of their 
abuſed rule, power and auchority, and 
quite aboliſhed death, the laſt Enemie : 

{o that then Chriſt ſhall ceaſe to reigne 
any longer as Mediatour : heſhall then 
ceaſe to reigne according to the preſent 
diſpenſayon, and adminiſtring of his 
Office: but notas one God co-efſenci- 
all with the Father : for his Kinedome 


.accarding to bis God- head hall then 


be compleate, conſummate and perfed : 
yeaand his humanicy alfo ſhall reigne 
then not as by , or of ir ſelfe, but as 
joyne |, in one perſun wich his God- 

head, and as thecommon head of all 
thoſe, whom he hath redeem:d , and 
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118 The pretiouſneſſe of Chrif 
taking their nature upot! bim , and 


ſufferingin it. So that the forementio- 


ned place in the Corinthians doth not 
ſpeake of the aboliſhing of Chriſty 
Lingdome' but of the perfeRion of it 
rather, when God, whoſeglory is now 
much obſcured and darkned by Ene- 
mies , ſhall be all* in all among his 
Saints ; and the eternall Farther fhal 
triumph erernally in his Sonne as a f- 
nall Conquerour, | 

The like anſwer alſo muſt be given tg 
the objeQion , which may bee made 
from the words of the Apoſtle. 1 Cor. 


' 15. 28. where he ſaith , that the Soritre 


alſo bimſelfe ſball be ſubjeft unto bim, that 
did put all things under bim. Thefe 
words are not fo to be underitood , ay 
if the Father were not for the preſent 
well pleaſed with the Sonne, or as if the 
Sonne were not already fubje& to the 
Father, as Mediatour : bur the meaning 
of them is this : that when all things, 
which doe now during the erm 
forme of his adminiſtration make op- 
poſition and reſiſtance againſt Chrift, 


{hall bee ſubdued unto him , and F 
brought ander his feet ; then Chriſt 


himſelfe alſo, as couching his _ 
| In 
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ſhip,' ſhall be ſubje& unto the Father, 
and God. ſhall be all in all ; neirher 
h not doth this ſubjeQion imply a depreſſing, 
2hrifty | or pulling downe lower : bur rarher 
| of ic Chriſt and his Saints ſhall be at the 
$ now} height and top of their glory , when 
| Ene-& chey ſhall be fo ſfubjeQ; as on the other 
g hisf fide whoſoever ſhall not then be fo ſub- 
r ſhall Þ je, they ſhall bear the botrome of all 
$2 f3- | ramedilelſe miſery and wretchedneſſe. 

| Before I paſſe away to another head, 
ven to | Tauſt needs couch againeupon a place 
tnade | of Scripture before cited, 1 Tim.1.17. 
| Cor, 8 Now unto the King chanel, immortal, 
Soritre || inviſible, e#c. Here be two words that 
, that | doe exprefle the perpetuicy and everla- 
Thefe j ſting duration of Chriſts Kingdome , 
1, ay | £ternall, andinmortall, and neither of 
reſent # them is idle or ſoperfluous : the Holy 
ifthe 5 Ghoſt doth nor uſe taucalogie or vaine 
» the | repetition in them. I have ſhewed you 
ning | already what is meant by | immortal, 
ings, namely that'the Kingdome of Chriſt is 
efenc | not lubje co ſucceſſion; it isnor liable 
» op- | £0 be devolved and rould downe to af- 
kriſt, | ter: comers ; which Daniel exprefiech 
and |- thus ; bY  Kingdome ſhall not be left uno 
hrift | ther people, as the Monarchies of the 
tor- Baby laniens, {edes, Alexander, and the 
I 4 King- 
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Kiongdomes of the Selewcide, which the 
Prophet had ſpoken of were ; they were 
tranflated from Nation to Nation, and 
from man to man, andat latt quitedif- 
ſolved. But Chriſts Kingdomeſhall not 
be plack'e up for others befide himlelfe; 
bur it ſhall hold on conftandly through 
all ages and centuries of the world 
untoche end : and when the end com- 
meth , it ſhall nor expire and give up 
the Ghoſt ; bur it ſhall atraine co its 
full beauty and perfe&ion ; ic ſhall 
come to irs meridian, or verticall point, 
as I may ſay, and (hall never decline, 
never decay : it (ball Jaſt- beyond rhe 
world, and beyond all time for ever: 
therefore the Apoſtle calls Chriſt not 
onely an immortall King:;,-but alſo an 
eternall King, Thus you ſee , that the 
Spirit of God doth to good: purpole uſe 
rwo words, ſomewhat of kinne Wigni- 
fication Oneto the other; ereby 


| hee might ſer forth the excellency of 


Chrilts Kingdome above all other King- 
domes : by the one word is ſhewed rhe 
courſe of his Kingdome, through this 
world, during the time of his Media- 


.courſhip2;;and by the other, word isde- 
clared the laſting of ir unto all erci- 


nity, 
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ch the | nity , after his Mediatorſhip is laid 
y were 


downe. 
2, and Laſtly, Chriſt is matchlefſe and emi- 
tedif-f nent above all other Kings in all Roy- 
all vertues, endowments , and accom - 
pliſhmencs. 

Firſt, he is a molt ſapient and wiſe 
King, called therefore Counſellowr by 
the Prophet, and onehy wiſe , by the A- 
ive up} poſtle, the wonderfull Numberer ; he that | 
co its} fealeth up the ſumme, full of wifdome : | 
t (hall none effentially wiſe, buthe: none buc | 
point,f} are depending and beholding for their 
cline,# wiſedome, bur he, his fooliſhneſſe is wi- | 
d the} ſer then men: they be all dotersto him. | 
ever:# Earthly Kings have their Counſellours; 
t not} but he needs none: Solomon was the wi- 
ſo anfi feſt among them ; bur a greater then 
at thei Solomon is here. , 
fe uſe Secondly , he is Rex armipotens, & 
Feni-f bellicoſus, a moſt puifſant and warlike 
ierebyſ} King; called therefore a'mn of Warre, 
cy off #he Lord of Hoſts , the Captaine of our 
King-f| Salvation : the armies in Heaven, Angels | 
d rhe and righteous men fol/ow him ; heis the 
1 this | ſtone cut 9wt of the ountaine without 
[edia- | hands, fent from heaven, agg aRing by 
isde- | no humane, but meerely Divine Au- 
thority, which ſmote the [Image and brake 

| in 
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1% pieces the irow, the traſſe , the clay, the 
Silver and the Gold; thegreat Monar- 
chiesand Kingdomes of the world, to 
make. way for his owne Kingdome: he 
istertible to all che Kings of che Earth 
that withſtand him, he is ſo mighty 
and fo policic, chacke gerisground of 
his enetvies by giving ground to them. 
The wosld, Hell, Deach, ftiane, the Ac- 
caſer of the brethren , the enmity of 
the c4mall mind , all theſe are in the 
Trophes of his victories. All his foes 
are and {hail be made his foorſtoole : he 
will emakeeven the preudeſt of them to 


ſtoopeand oo hold his Rtirrup : yea he | 


will rfiake them his very ſtirrup eo ger 
on hotſe-back by, es once S2por the Per- 
fart ſerved V aterian the Reomane Empe- 
rOMr. 

- Thizdiy, Chriſt is as eminent in 


edn #fo, as he is in warre ; called 


theeeHore the Prince of Peace, When hee . 


was barne , warres were huſhe every 
wheres and all che world was at peace. 
Jacob behold him as a ladder reaching 
tram Barth to Heaven , and what was 
this, buc the [mage of a Peace-araker 
berwzen God and man? the Angels of 
Grd ———_ and d:ſcended by that ladd-r, 
fienifying 
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fignifying, thar by Chriſt wee have the 


benefit ot the Miniſtry of Angels :chey 
aſcend to receive new co on from 
God concerning the Saints 5; and again 
deſcend to excure it 3 by Chriſt alfo 
our prayers as [ntelligencers and {ignt-: 
fiers of our wane doe aſcend into the 
preſence of God: and againe his bleſ- 
tinge, as Angels and Meſſengers of his 
good will cawardsun, doe deſcend and 
lighe upon us. Thusls Chriſt a ladder 
reaching from Earch to Heaven , par- 
taking of both , God and man in one 
perſon 3 our bleſſed Reconciler , and 


| Peace-maker : he died to purchaſe peacs 


for us : when he went away he left his 
peace with us : and he reignes for ever 
to maintaine our peace. Alchifſedeo 
was King of Sem, that is, King of 
Peace, nominally and in a figure onely : 
but Chriſt is the very body and ſub- 
ſtance of that ſhadow. 

Fourthly , Chriſt is a moſt juſt 
and righteous King : he raignes in righ- 
reouſneſſe, he ſpeakes in righteouſnefle, 
he makes warre in righteouſneſſe, he 
betroths his Church to him in righce- 
onfnefſe, he delivers her from her Enc- 
mies in 1ightcouſneſſe, he anſwers her 
prayers 
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' prayers in righteouſneſſe , he doth all: 
in righteouſnefſe. Neicher is he perſo- 
nally righteous alone ;. but efficiencly 
alſo: no! on ly righteous himſelfe ; bur 
he makes ociiers fotoo 3 juſt, and a Fus 
ſiifier , as the Apoſtles phrale is : called 
therefore 13Þ"Ix 7171, the Lord our 
Righteouſneſſe, Jer. 23. 6. He is our true 
Aelcbiſedes, King of Righteouſneſſe : that 
King in Abrabangs dayes bore the name, 
that he might be a Type of. our King. 
Laſtly, Chriſt is a moſt mild and 
mercifu]l King, meeke,gencle, long-ſut- 
fering: he is thetrue propiciatory , or 
Mercy-ſeate : thatin the Tabernacleof 
old did bi prefigure him : hee keeps 
mercy for chouſands; his mercy is ever- 
laſting : his mercy indureth for ever is 
the verſus amebeus, or the bearing of 
the ſong, as we lay, in the 136. Pſalme; 
He delights in mercy: yeag ic13 ſoplea- 
lingto him, that even in wrath hee re; 
members ic-; he beares long with his 
Enemies, he forgives them, he dies far 
them , hee ſiyes them eternally, and 
crownes them wich glocy for ever. 
Thus I have ſh:wed- you, thac Chriſt 
ie a King, a Spiricuall King, ' a univer- 
yerſall Kiag: oyer all Nations, rankey 
0 
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of men, ages of the world, and over 
aſl Creatures : a Kirg ruling alone - 
without a mate or affociate'; an ever» 

' Taſting King , and emigent above all 
other Kings in all royal ' vertues and 
qualifications , as wiſdome, . fortitude, 
peaceablenefſe, Righteouſneſe, y, 
and chelike. Where ſhall we finde 
a King , as this? Ir is ſaid, of Solomon, 
that there way no King like him, and fo 
of - Foſiah : bur it may more truly and 

operly be ſaid ſo of the Lord Jeſus 
hciſt, the heavenly King: On Earth 


there be Kings , that have.rule and do- 


mination over other Kings : bur Chriſt 
hath ther at his Reps and under his | 
girdle, as we ſay : and they for the moſt 
part have ſuch_ccmmand by uſurpati- 
on and incroachment : bur Chriſt is ſo 
conſtituted of his Father; I wil make 
bim my firſt- borne, bigher then the Kings 
of 4&þe Eartb, Pal. 89. 27. and allthis 
is for the good of the Saints: certainly 
then Chriſt muſt needs be very preci- 
cus,unto Beleevers. engh l 
; Having ſpcken of Chriſt as Media- 
ir, Icome now to commend him to 
you as God : and here wee te come to 
the ſupreame and bhigteft pitch of all 
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glory. Here :are fathomlefle depths; 
and bottomlefſe bottowes , if I may fo 
{peake: bere are ſtupendious and ama- 
zing Myſteries; aftoniſhing , and con» 
founding excellencies , ſuch as the holy 
Angels themſelves cannor pierce into: 
God: is gas unir Capicmy, dwelling 1 

2" ae light, 1 Tim. 6. 16. here are 
ſuch beauties and perfe&ions, that had 
1.( as the Poer ſpeakes ) a hundred 
tongues, a hundred mouthes, and a 
voyce of ſteele: yet I could not fuffici- 
ently- deſcribe them : but muſt be dri- 
ven with the Philoſopher to azke more 
dayesco thinke of it; and at length re- 
ſolve, as he did, that the matter is fo 


intricateand perplexed, foinſcrutable, 


and unſearchable , that I cannot re- 
ſolve. Nevertheleſſe lee. me fay fome- 
thiog, though Idoe itbut ſlenderly and 
weakely, as children. doe of mens niat- 

ters. | | 
Chriſt then is ip the alticudeYhd 
fumwity of all glory, onecrernall God 
with the Father, and with-the Holy 
Ghoſt: proved to be fo by a cloud of 
witneſſes : we havethe Authori ofths 
ſacred Scriptures both in the Old and 
New Teftamentforic moſt ny : 
where 
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lepths, where bes called God,and Jehovah, the 
may G6 orely ;A gre Sonne of God, the mage of 
d ama- th: F ather, bis ſubſtontiall Image, and not 
id con. as the forme of a facein aglaſſe: foro 
he boly him are attributed ſoch things 9 7-5 -Can 
* into: agreeto none but, God : he is ;aid to 


be equal! wich the Father, eternall, the 
author of eleQion, a ſearcher of hearts; 


ac had one that muſt be beleev'd in, {.orne 
mdretf} by, worſhipped with Divine warſhip ; 
and aff one that gives eternall rewards ; one 
faffici-f that hath power to pardon finne; one 


that doch illuminate by the Spirit 3 one 
that ſhall judge bach. quick and; dead ; 


-n ay one that is omnipotent ; one that.hath 
r is fo wer to worke Miracles, to create , to 
table, d the Holy-Ghoſt ; one that bath 


power to raiſe himſclfe and others ;;one 


Ot re- 

in whoſe name we muſt be baptiſed, and 
_ mel the like. Parexs that Godly and lear- 
:niat- # ned Divine of Heidelhurgb in bis Com» 


mentary upon the Revelation., pick's 


% out. of the text of that booke no. lefle 

Bd then forty rwo Arguments of the Di 
Holy nity of Chriſt, By all which: wee "wy 
ſee. the blaſphemy of thoſe, who baveat- 


firmed bim to be no more then a parti- 
cular God, and quaioids patrs ; but, noc 
quioag, likeunto habe; ougongt 


FR 
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the fame Eſſence | and ſubſtance with 
him. Bur we ſhall farcher ſee the mad- 
nefſe of theſe men, if wee confider theſe 


Firſt of all, Chriſt ſhines as a Sunne 
in the firmamentof the world,in all per- 
feQion and ſufficiency of widome,pow- 
er, goodnefſe, love, Majefty and glory. 

Secondly , whatſoever meaſure the 
moſt excellent of the creatures have of 
theſe things they are beholding unto 
him for it: heis the never failing ſpring 
and formtaine of all bleffing and good- 
nefſe. Now the Logicall Rule is , quod 
efficit tale, ilnd magys eft tale, that which 


makes a thing to be fo as itis, is much 


more ſo it ſelfe: if the creatures be full 
of beauty and excellency , and yet all 
in a derivative way : how unſpeake- 
ably excellent then and beautifull is he, 
that is the Beginning of the creatures of 


' God, and madethem all fo as theyare?| 


whatſoever energes or powers they 
have, they are but relative and borrow- 


ed, as the Light of the Moone from | 


the Sunne, and alſo ſubje& to ſubordi- 
nation: but in Chriſt according to his 
God- head all is abfolute , aad com- 


pleate ; anda)! without him is by him | 


and 
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and for bim: of bim,and through bim, and 
-Fo bim are all things, ſaith the Apoſtle, Ro. 
11336. Great difpute hath been among 
- the Philoſopbers about the Suman bo- 
"im, the chiefe and ſoveraigne good : 
now loe here it is. Fins et bonum conver- 
-Fntur, (aith-the Logician, the end, and 
good are coincident and come both to 
one. Chrift then being God, and God 
"the ultimate and fartheſt end of all 
things ; it followes neceſſarily , that 
Chriſt is the Summum bowem , and the 
top of all feliciry and happineſle. 

Thirdly, whatſoever vertue or good- 
nefſe is ia the creature, it is not of the 
eflence and ſubſtance of the creature, 
but onely an accident , or an inherent 
quality : as a man may be ſaid to be 
wiſe, mighty, juſt, mercifall ; but noc 
wiſdome, ftrength, Juſtice, and mercy; 
as God may ; who is all this, and much 
morein the very abſtra&, as we ſpeake 5 
whatſoever chen is properly atcributed 
unto Chriſt, as God, we cannot di- 
{ vide it from his very effence, Itis pro- 
per to ſubſtances and materiall things, 

to have accidents adhering and cleavin 
| unto them : bat God is immarteriall, 
and v#%$ce7in, I 7a —_ 

; a 
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- all ſubſtance ; and therefore above all 
- predicament, as time, place, quantity 
. quality , and che like : .Whatlſoever iy 
in God, ,itis <ſjentiall co.hinr; a man 
may beamanRti!], thuugh he be.nei 

.ther knowing, nor valianc, nor juſt, nor 
gracious z 'buc take” away theſe from 
God, and you deſtroy his very efſenc 

and being; Now then if Chriſt be God, 
we may fee by this. that he doth in- 
. finitely furmount in praites all the moſt 
lovely and moſt defirable creatures in 
the world. Marke how the Prophet de- 
preſſes them all in relation to God, 
Iaiab 40. 15. 17. Hefaith, tbat al Nz- 
 #ions are unto God as a droppe of water un- 
10 a bucket-full, or as the ſmall duſt that 
cleaves to the balance, is to the great and 
heavie weights, that are pur therein: 
and yet this is not cncugh to ſhew the 
diſparity ; therefore the Propher addes, 
chat cthey are to God as mnotbing : nei- 
ther doth this ſuffice roempty the crea- 
wure enough ; but he goes a degree far- 
ther, and ſaich, that they are in com- 
pariſon of Gcd lefſe then nothing and 
vanity. Now beleeveir , all this is no 
more then is true of Chriſt : he is ac 
cuidingto his God- head arayed wg 

« 
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all this glory : all the creatures are to 
him, buc as dropps co bucker-fulls , or 


iy 23 motes to ponderous weights : yea, 
they ares poching, and lefſe then no- 


be.nei- thing vanity. Chriſt bach a nime 
it, nor above every namez _ all creatures in Hea- 
e from yenandin Earth, and under the Earth 
efſenceſyx muſt ſtoop to him : I may truly ſay, 
God, that they be all to him, bur as the ſha- 
xh in-Y dow of a ſhadow, like the 1«fleion of 
« moſt a Raine-bow , when it ſeemes to bee 
wes infl doubled in thecloud. The Raine-bow 
et de-Þ jt ſelfe is but a ſhadow ; what is then 
God, the ſhadow of this fhadow? ?” nay, what 
al Na-fj is the third generation of a ſhadow? 
ter #n"E as ſometimes, when the refleQion is ve- 
t that ry ſtrong, three are ſeene at once. Tru- 
Il and [y all creatures , eyen the moſt cxcellent 


of chem muſt and i in the very loweſt 
degree of theſe if compared unto 
Chriſt ; how precious then, how, wor- 
thy beyond all chought and compurati- 
on is he? | 

Let us draw ſome concluſions from 
the God-head of Chriſt farther to ſet 
forth his preciouſneſſe , and then wee 
will conclude this moſt weighty and 
confiderable reaſon. We will, doe it by 

ipeure aphoriſmes ,. and the firſt 
ſhall be this. K Fairs 
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F aire weather cometh owt of the North, 
with God uu terrible Majeſiy, Job 37.22-the 
meaning of it is this, that though the 
creature may be pleafing and flexible 
enough, arid there may be faire quarter 
between man and man : yet not ſo with 
God: if he be once provoſt, with hin 
there is terribleand dreadfull Majeſty. 
Now this is true of Chriſt. Bebold,lT ſend 
mine Angel before thee ( faith God) to 
keepe thee in the way, md to bring thee in- 
to the place, which I bave prepared : be- 
ware of bim, and obey his voyce , provoke 
bimnot : for be will not pardon your tranſ- 
greſſions ; for my names in bim, Exod. 
23. 20.21. The Angel here ſpoken of 
is Chriſt, asappeares by this , that he 
hath power to paidon linne, and Gods 
name isin him, that is, he is eſf=ntially 
God: for Gods name and attributes 
are his very effence. But what is this to 
the precioninefſe of Chrift , ycu will 
ſay ? hereis tecrour and dread-ftriking 
Majeſty:but whac makes his to the pur- 
poſe in hand ? I anſiver,very much : for 
fcſt of all Gods terriblenefſe doth not 
impeach the happie condition of the 
Saints, becauſe they be in Chriſt : che 


terrours of the Law cannot reach them: 
their 


ee 9” vega. 
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134 Thepreciouſneſſe of (brif 
every free-man bid themſelves in the deng, 
and in the rocks of the Mount aines : and 
ſaid to the Monntaines and rockes , fall on 
45, and bide us from the face of him that 
fittetb on the Throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lambe : for the great day of bi 
wrath is come , and who all be able t 
ſtand ? Themen thatare here in ſuch x 
feare, are the enemies of the Church 
and whac fairhfull ſoule doth not re 
Joyce at the ruine of ſuch ? Secondly, 
God camnot he is another Scripture A 
phoriſme, Tit, 1.2. then if Chrift be: 
God, we may build upon this, that al| 
is promiſes , and particularly thoſe 
concerning eternal! Life and ſalvation; 
ſhall ſurely be 'miade good : fo faitt 
the Apeſtle in the placero Tirw b 
fore mentioned : in bope of etern: 
life, which God that cannot lie , promiſe 
before the world began. Chrift is not of 
ly verax, ſpeaking truly ; bur ipfs » 
ritss , truth it ſelfe. He is the Amen; 
the faithfull and true witneſſe : Heave 
and Earth ſball paſſe away , before one jot 
or tittle of bis word ſball fallto the grown 
Now this likewiſe ſers forth the pred 
puſneffe of Chriſt nota little. Among 
men he is counted a very choyce ang 
preC C 1 
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precious perſon , that is a man of his 


5 _—_ word : how much more then is Chriſt 
fall on precious, whoſe ecernall efſence and be- 


ing is: Truth , who cannot lie as men 
can, and wich whom there is no. the 
leait variablenelle , or ſhadow of tur- 
ning? 

Laftly , whatſoever God doth, - ic 
ſhall be for ever, &c. is another Scrip- 


_— ture aphorifme, Eccleſ; 3. 14. Then ler 
ondly, the Devill him(ſtlfe and all enemies doe 


their worſt : they ſhill never be able 
wich all their might and poley, En- 
gines and Stratagenis to overthrow and 
fruſtrate the ſalvation of Gods cle& : 
but ic ſhall abide forever more perma- 


- jd nent then the ancient Monnraines and 
everlaſting hills-of the world : and this 
++. mult needs be ſo; 'bectule their Redee- 
....:- meris God, God by nature , and fur- 

| F niſhed wich Diyine power, fuch as all 
5 we creatures, even the moſt able of them, 
<obs | muſt yeild unto.” Now what is there, 
Havel that can make Chrift more precicus to 
one 5 3 believing foule, chan this ? God iris, 
round that workes all our workes in us , and 
pr | for us ; the whole ſtruare of our ſal- 


yation is of his founding and railing ; 
and whatſoever God doth, it ſhall bz 
wort K 4 for 


UMI - 1993 


236 The preciouſneſſe of Chrift 


for ever, nothing can be put: to it, nog | 


any thing taken from it : now wee hawe 
abundantly proved , that Chriſty 
God : our ſalvation then dothnort ſtand 
upon our owne mutable and variable 
will 5 nor upon the weake legges of _ 
owne power, which is as nochin 

epon the unchangeable —_ and 
mighty power of God ; in which our 
Lord Jeſus hath as great a ſhare , as ei+ 
ther the Fathee , or the Holy-Ghoſ:.. 

Thus [ havegiven you ſome taſte of 
Scripture aphoriſmes, as I call chem lea- 
ving the reſt co private obſervation.and 
colleftion. And this know affuredly, 
that whatſoever i faid of God in the 
Scriptures, a Spirituall man and a Be- 
leever may ſeein ic the preciouſneſſe of 
Chriſt, and one way or other | -ſuck 
 _— oucof it. _ 

I proceed toa fourth Reaſon. Chriſt 
muſt needs be a moſt precious , a moſt 
lovely, a moſtdelightiull, and a moſt 
defireable obje& to a beleeving ſoule, 
becauſe heis moſt abſolute ferall mani- 


ner of ſupply ; and the ſupp! which 
he makes 0 Beleevers is, "E 


. Full, 
2. Sutable. 
3* Conſtant, Firſt, 
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Firſt, it is a full fupply , if there be: 
Light in-the Sanne , the aire cannot be 
darke* if chere 'be fappe in the ftock,' 
the: branches cannot be dry : if there 
be fulneflein the fountaine the fireames 

oeay ry A + Ch 
-- This full: through Chrift is 
manifeſted by all thoſe types and ſha- 
dowes,' which of old' had relation to 
him. The ſtriking of the bloud of the 
Paſcall. Lamb on the' poſts of the 
doores, where the Kraelites dwelt was 
2 token and affurance to them, that 
the deſtroying Angel {hould' pafſe over 
them, and ſmite onely ,-the borne 
of the Egyptians: now what elſe did 
that bloud prefigure but the. bloud of 
Chriſt ? wherewith ''che  Ele& being 
ſfprinckled , the Deftroyer* cannot hurt 
them. This bloud certainely is the inke 
of the Angels inke-horne, ſpoken of in 
Ezek, 9. 3+ wherewith the Godly are 
marked for deliverance , while others 
periſh and are cut off. Thepillar of the 
cloud by day, and of fire by night was 
a type of Chriſt, leading and guiding 
his people continually. The water of 
the Rock and the Aannain the wilder- 
nefſe were Ggnes , that Chriſt ſhould 
| ſpiritually 
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ſpiricuallyffegd 'and' refre(b. his people. 


The-Serpeot.of brafſ< lifted up by 24oſes,' 
fignified, char he ſhould be their Phyti-, 


cian and healer. All the facriftces of the 


Law did typifie,that Chriſt ſhould make. 


atonement for Beleevers.: 'The Arke ar: 
Holy Cheſt ia che Tabecnacle did like- 
wile repreſent. Chciſti'unco: us 3 In 
whom Guad hath treaſured up: all pec+ 
ſe&ion of wiiddomz ,: grace, power, 
gaodneſſe an&mercy ; farcit pleaſed the. 
Fath:r, that jn bin al fulneſſ: ſhould dvell, 
Colof. 1.19. Now from the redundan<: 
_ cyand overflowing fulnelſ: of all ble 
fing that is in. Chriſt, Beleevers doe re-: 
ceive their.ſufficiencie and 'fulneſle :- of 
bu fulneſſa (laich the Apoſtle) wee all re- 
ceive , and pace for grace, Fob..1. £6, 
that js, graces anſwerableco every com< 
municablegrace of Chriſt: chat as face 
an{wereth to face in water , ſo wee may 
ig all things be like unto our head. _ 

- Secondly, the ſypply that wee have 
by. Chriltjs'fucable alſo. The faichfull 
ſoule lookes upan him, and faith , loe, 
hereis moſt pregiqus and pure bloudto 
waſh away my guilt; here is ſtrength 
to {uppare mzin my weaknelle. ;, here: 
is 2 grrmzat? of rigequſaed: .tq. 
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cover the ſhame of my nakedneſle ; here 


' is a ſpirit of Truth to leade me and- 


guide me in all my wayes ; here are 
{weet mercies and conſolations to'com- 
fort mein my droopings; here aregold 
and Pearles, and precious ſtones to en- 
rich me with ; here is perfe& purity 
and holineſſe ro ſanQifieand cleanſe my 
corrupt nature ;z in a word here is the 


Pplenitude ang fulnefſe of all grace to 


fill my empty and defticute ſoule. 

The Spirit of the Lord. anointed 
Chrift , and did ſolemnly defigae him 
to be home unto every Saints conditi- 
on, andto be m2de(as the Apoſtlefaich- 
of himſelfe)) aI:tbings to all men : be as 
anointed 10 preach good tidings unto the 


meeke , fo bind up broken bearts, to pro- _ r. 


claime Liberty to captives , to appoint 
beauty for aſhes , joy for mourning , and 
garments of feſtivity, and praiſe for ſad and 
beavie ſpirits, Chriſt is ( as I may 
ſay ) for every turne : hee hath in 
tiim ſufficiency relative and futable to 
all conditions : there is no diſeaſe , bur 
this Phifician can cure, no caſe, bur this 
Counſellour can reſolveus, and dire& 


' usin, no Enemie , but this Champion 


can conquer , no difficulty , _ 
Ws es. al 


140 Theprecieuſneſſe of Chri 
ty- Saviour can overcome ; he is 
EE God. all that we ftand 
in neede of , wiſdome to cure our fol- 
ly, righteouſneſle co juſtific our perſons, 
tion to purifie our nature, and 
Redemption from thoſe many ſforrawes 
and miſeries, which we here are ſwbze& 
to. As fob ſaith, that he was eyes #0 the 
blind, and feete to the Lame, and a Father 
80 the poore : ſo is Chriſt made every 
thing unto Belecvers in proportion to 
their wants. As Eliſhe , when he raiſed 
a child co life , pat bis mouth wpon the 
childs month, his eyes upon the childs ozer, 
bis bands upon the childs bands , till fi- 
milar parts were applyed to fimilar : 
ſodoth Chriſt apply himſelfe to us in a 
relation ſuting and anſwering to every 


ty. Br 
Thirdly , che ſupply that wee have 
fromhim is likewiſe conſtant : cis not 
like a winter-bourne, that failes, and 
dries up-in the Summer : but itis as the 
ſtreames of living waters, and of an 
ever-{pringing Founcaine. Chriſt doth 
not onely give grace: but maintaines it. 
It was a juſt complaint which long agoe 
was made againſt the Heathen Gods ; 
O faciles dare ſumma Deos eademy; tneri 
Difficales ! They 
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ie is ' They could give their-Favourites 
_ great gifts 5 but they could not main- 


taine them in the' poſſeſſion of them. 
ns, The Lord Jeſus Chrift our blefſed bene- 
and Þ faRtourisnotſo: hegivesto hiv Saints 
wes not onely the firſt gracez but the: grace 
Jet of perſeveratice alſo. As David faid 
the in another caſe,” thou maintaineſi my 
ther Ist : fo doth Chrift maintaine that lot 
ery of grace, which 'he beftowes upon his 
© faithfall Members : he is the Author, 
led and finiſher of our faith : bis gifts and 
the calfing* are ' ape, without Repens 
er, tance: he is not like the fooliſh man, 

I that began to baild and 'was tot able 
Ir; to finiſh : but Having begun 'a good 
__ worke in his Saints, -hee will finiſh it, 


Ty and make it perſevere unto his- owne 
day: andthen' when grace is ful! hee 
ve will crowne it with eternall gtory.Now 


ot by that which hath been faid, we may 
id fee thar the condition of Beleevers, and 
Ie of ſuch as are ingraffed into Chriſt, is 
N farre better, then was that of Aden in 
h bis innocency : he had excallent gifts 
l. of knowledg and grace conferred upon 
Ee bim : but hee was never confirm'd in 
3 them: and therefore being left to the 
Z mutability of his owne will , he _— 
4 rae 


JMI - 1993 


7 
eee er RE en... 


© 242 The precyeaſneſſe of cbrift 


the evill, ;and loſt the good : bur itis 
not ſo with the Saints now , under the 
Covenant of grace by Chriſt 3 what- 


ſoever heavenly endowments bg have; 


they are confirmed and efta in 
them; fo that they can never be loft, 
Marie's good part, which ſhe had cho- 
ſen, could. never be taken from ber. The 
Saints and their graces arein the hand 
of God ; and who can ſnatch them 
out of thatmighty aud powerfull hand? 
Mount Zian flandeth faſt for ever : and 
tbe Lard is about bis. people,. # the Monn- 
taines are about alem ; they are 
therefore in a mot ſafe and perſevering 
condition. In Solomons Temple there 
were two pillars , the one was called 
. Jachin, and the other Boaz , 1. Kings 
21. 'as much as to lay flability and 
 frenttb« now what doth this figure 
unco us? but the more then | brazen 
ſtedfaſtneſſe and ſtrength of the Church 
of God , of all the members of it, and 
of all cheir ſaving graces z which can 
never periſh, never decay ; bur ſhall dure 
beyond - the world unto all eternity, 
neverto be broken , as the two ftaffes 


Beauty and Bands were, which the Pro- 


phat ſpake of: buc till co be ſopply: 


ms fy wp ws iy” ap oy my A a Wh Ae, ut cos 


ed by the Spirit of Ghriſt; wich freſh 


t It us 
r the # firength and-abllitiesz apd foto laft 
pbhac- & for evcr and ever« wn Mes 


have; Fifthly: 3 looke upon. Chaiftas upon Reofe 5. 
ed in & the moſt gainfull: and proficable thing 
: loft, | to the ſoule $:that can bee. imagined : 
| cho- | | nothing mare - commodiousy. nothing 
' The | mort cneiching chen Chriſt js, And ve- 
hand rily Chriſt is abſolate gaine,:? \þ 
them FE OR. 6g 
at -, @ And gaine for himſelf. 
- and B - Firſt, he is abſolutegaine, : abſolute, 
ſown BB becauſe whatſoever we :give:unto him, 
y are} weloſeit not, there is no alienation of 
it : buticis ours fill, and ours ina farre 
there ſafer cuſtody and keeping . chen in our | ; | 
called | owne : if weecaſt our affeQions' upon 8 
Kings | Chriſt , they be not lolt : hee onely ; 
and & makes them better : if wee give thera 
feure | to the world , they differ little or no- 
razen & thing from-the affeRions of beaſts : bur 
wrch & if Chriſt have them, he makes heavan- fy 
, and | 1y and gracious, and ſuch as will fic us | 
\ can & for the preſence of God : if wee lay 
| dure & downeour lives for him , they be no: 
nity, | Joſt neither , but gained unto lifeeter- 
taffes ® Pall, Matth, 10.39. | 

Againe,the neceſſity of getting Chri.ſt 
makes him to be abſolute gaine co ſugh, 2 

Soc 
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as have him > che necellicy-of a thing] Th 
worth upon'it2 it is not abſolute mc 
y neceflary to be rich, 6r honourable bai 
.or greatiin' the world : bat Chriſt beingif pre 
thelife of our ſoules; and one without Ct 
whom wee cannot ſubfiſt happily ; liz. 
muſt needs be of abſolace neceſſity : andbor 
therefore abſolute gaine-unto us. FithWſem 
out me ({aith Chrift) yow'can dee not bingWiaic 
J6b, 15.5. Asthe branch cannot beard * 
fruite, except it abide in'the vine; andio 
if it beare no fruit, men caſt it into thibe« 
fire andburne ite :' ſo if we bee not ii 
Chrift, and abide in him; we can bea 
no good fruite:and for fuch,as beare ndific is 
good fruite; the fire of Gebernna is p 
pared: how abſolutely neceſſary thenkh 
is Chriſt ? and how abſolutely gainfullss 
Co us, if once wee have him? *F 
Secondly, Chrift is univerſally gaine? Wat 2 
Firſt, univerſall for all perſons, rich$e 
and poore ; young, and old; noblehe 
avdignoble ; Learned, and unlearned;$: 


|5ond, and free : there is no man ricl 

y vithout Chriſt : acicher is there any 

p 2ore, that have him : none noble 

w. ithout him ; none ignoble with him: 

na 1: learned , or free wichout -him ;Þs 

na x b24, or unlearned wikh him. 
There 
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ting There be diftin&ions _—_ world. a-" 


zluce 


o 
v.11 
. 


7; b 
ith 


m0ng men, honouring ſome, and de» 
baſing others. cxalcing ſome, and de» 

. others: but. in the body of 
Shciltc are not to be: found. There 
us neither Jew, nor Greekg ;, there is neither 
bond , nor. frees there is neiches make , nor - 
emale: for yet art all one in-Cbriſt Jeſus, 


thinsMGich the Apoſtle, Galar. 3. 28. 


bean 


Seeondly;. Chrift is. univerſall gaine 
in- reſpe&Q of-all times. AU tbizgs are 
bt an13ſall in- their ſeaſon , laitl” Solomon: 

ck isgood-: but ic-is{o- onely in a 


Mime fic for-misrh: food-is-good:; bus 
Wc is- ſo onely when men axe havgsy: 


pathing .is good. : bur ic-is-then for 
hem that —— andPhyſicke alſo 
$g00d; but it is when men are lick and: 
ierapersd-:. bur Ghriſt is ſeaſonable 
at all times ;- he is chat cree of life, that 
deares twelve ſorts of fruit ; and before 
he old ftore-is-doney «new comes : for 
1s yeilds fruit every moneth, Revel. 22. 2. 
an i$ never Out ot ſealon;and there- 

2 aniverſally gainfull.. 
Thirdly, Cheift is gaine-alſo to all 
kings In-Ghriſt arenade-unte Us-PF0= 
miſes of all ſorts, both-of this life; and 


Jo thac, which-is - «aol for-which 


caule 
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146 Thepreciouſneſſe of (hrift 
cauſe the Apoſtle faith, that Godlineſſe * 
is profitable for «ll things. When the 
Hab, 2, 4. Prophet ſaith, that the juſt ſball live b 
bis Faith ; wemuſt conceive , that it is 
erue as well of food, and rayment, and 
temporall deliverance, as of Juftificas 
tion, SanQification , and eternall fal- fF _ 
vation : this is not ſo well obſerv'd by 
Chriſtians, as it ought to be : for ma- | ; 
nycan truft Chrift with their ſoules; F |, 
but not with their bodies,not with their e 
Eftates. Peter reſted upon him for fa | , 
vation ; thow baſt the words of eternal Y 
C 

Ci 

> 


life, faith he: but hee could not truſt 

him with the ſafety of his fleſh: for go- 

ing to him on the water, he doubted, 

and began to finke. But beleeve it, what- 

ſoever our weakneſſes are ; whatſoever # 1. 
our ignorance, ougdoubtiog, our for- | a, 
getfulneſle ; Chriſt is profitable for all 
things; both for ſoule and body,for this | 

life , and for 'the life co come for 

ever. 

Thirdly, Chriftis gainefor himſelf, BY &1,, 
other things are gainefull in aſpe&t and} 
relation to their ends; as wealth is good Y 1, 
to ſapply want, food to maintaine life, # anc 
cloathes to keep off the cold aire, a 
ſtafte to ſupport feeble legges , a bed r” 

re 
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reſt wearie limbes on, and the like : buc 
Chriſt is a fich and ineſtimable treaſure 
to the ſoule, without reference to a fur- 
ther end then himſelfe: he is to be defi- 
red even for himſelfe. Frſdeme #s better 
then Rubies ; and all the things , that 
may be defired, arenot to be compared to it, © 
Proverb. 3. 11. And doubtlefſe Chriſt 
is the wiſdome there. ſpoken of. Now 
then if Chriſt be the moſt gainefull 
thing in the world, abſolute gaine, n- 
niverſall gaine, and gaine for himſelfe, 
withour aime at ſome better thing : if 
Chrift be thus gainefull , I ſay, who 


' candenie him to be moſt precious and 


excellent ? I paſſe toa fixt Reaſon. 


Sixty, then Chrift is precious to Be- Res/. 6: 


leevers., becauſe of the attraQiveneſſ, 
and alluring vertae 
Of his Love. 
Joy his Beauty. 
_ Of his Grace. 
irft of his love, CAagnes amoris e 
amor : Love is the attraQtive RELSE 
of Love: and never was there ſuch a 
love, as Chriſts love to his Ele&; free 
and undeſerved ; from everlaſting to 
everlaſting ; caft upon them even when 
they were enemies, and in their ſtoma=* 
La chous 


148 The preciouſneſſeof Chriſt * 
chous grafſations and. rebellions ; 0- 
vercoming all difficulties arid oppoſici- 
ons, all peeviſh frowardnefle and pre- 
varications after reconcilement 3 never. 
wearicd or tired out with any provoca= 
tions ; a love lifting up Adam, Earthly 
man as high as Heaven, and tranflating. 
Enoch j miſerable and enthralled mart 
into thegloriobs liberty of: the 'Sonnes. 
of God ; a love infinite, and paſt com- 
prehending : ſo that well might the 
Apoſtleſer a Bebo/dto ic : Bebold ( faith. 
he): what manner of love the Father bath: 


beſtowed uport us', that wee ſbould be called 
the Sonnez of God, Job. 3. 1. arid the Fa= * 


ther was not alone in this Love; bus. 
the” Sonne ar4jhe Holy-Ghoſt roo : if 
the love of the Saints to Chriſt be ſo 
hor, that mmy waters of affiition cannot 
quench it , northe flouds of perſecuti- 
on diowne it; if it willnot be ſcour- 
ced or exchanged for any wealth : if ie 
be firong as death" and orxell as tbe grave, 
urging and! conſtraining them'to'lay 
downe life and-all for him; if the coales 
thereof be coales of fire ', which hath a 
moſt vehement flame, as we reade, Cant- 


8.6, 7. Whar is then the love of Chriſt: | 


to his people , who is not: onely loving 
; ut 


ppm ——_—___———C__@_—_—_ 
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bur love it felfe in the very abfiradt ? 
certainly ſich a love as this cannot. bat 
be very attraftive and drawing , very 
conciliating and winning: it maſt needs 
Ike the firſt wheele move and- turne a- 
bout all our affeXions; our delte to en- 

joy Chriſt ; our joy in the fruition of 
him, our love toward him, our feire 
todiſpleaſe him , our anger, when: he 
is offended, our jealoutte of lofing him. 
Ournature is ſuch , that wee will love, 
where wearefirſt loved; as the heat.of 
the Suane-beames reflzAs from a wall ; 
ſo Chrifts love to us cannot but caule 
a refletion ofours upon him : ours is 

but a ſparke of his : we love bim ( raith 
the Avoſtle ) becauſe bee loved us fir : 

when he reveales his love to us, ſuch a 
fire muſt needs kindle and rhelt our af- 
feMlons; be they never ſo key-cold and 

froz:n. 

Secondly , the beauty of Chriſt is 
likewiſe very atcraCtive. I doe not meane 
ic of the aſpe& and face, of the out- 
ward lineaments and proportion of his 
body , although his comlinefle in that 
behalfe need not to be doubted of,being 
formed in the ſanRified wombe of a 
Virgine by the Holy-Ghoſt : but of 
| = OP his 


fo Beleevers, 129 


I Toh. 4. 
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159 The precieuſneſſe of (hrift 
his ſpicituall beauty and gracefulneſle. 
_— wee know, that true beauty cons 
ſto ; 
In fairenefle of complexion. 
And inajuſt ſymmetry or pro- 
rtton of parts. 

Neicher of theſe was wanting in 
Chriſt. 

Firſt, he was of a faire and comely 
complexion, as the Church deſcribeth 
him, Cant. 5. 10, My beloved 3s white 
and raddy, faith ſhe, the mixture of theſe 
ewo colours makes a beautifull and 
good complexion : White and red as 
they ſhew the beft temperature in man z 
ſo hereit may fignifie in Chriſt his God- 
head and manhood. God appeared in 
a viſion all wbite as ſnow , and pure as 
fine wool] , Dan. 7. 9. And man had his 
name Adam from the red mould or 
Farth, that his body was made of : and 
Chcrift vouchſafed to be like unto us in 
this. Apaine, the red colour may fig- 
nifie the bloudy ſufferings of Chriſt: 
and the white his righteouſnefſe there- 
by ; iaherentin himſelfe ; but convey*- 
ed to all his members by Gods free im- 
pucation : righteouſneſle is fo deſcri- 
bed by white linnen, Revel. 19.8. "_ 
ens 
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this temperament , and mingling of 
white and red after ſuch a myſticall 
way in Chriſt , denotes the ſurpaſling 
beautie of Chriſt , makes him precious 
to the Saints, and inflames their affe- 
Qtions to embrace him, and follow 


Secondly , in Chrift there is alſo- a 
comely proportion of parts: from the 
correſpondency and agreement of parts 
ariſeth a feature compleatly beautifull 
and lovely. This every faithfull ſoule 
| findesin Chrift. The Church enume- 

rates and reckons up all his parts, Cat. 

5. 10. &c. bis bead as moſt fine gold; bis 
hockes buſbie , and blacke as a Raven, ex- 

cellently well agreeing with afaire face 3 
bis eyes 4 the eyes of Doves by the rivers of 
water, wafbed with milke , and fitly ſet ; 
by cheekes as a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flow- 
ers ; bw lips like Lillies, dropping ſweet- 

ſmelling mirrhe ; bus bands as Cold Rzngs, 
ſet with the Berill ; bus belly as bright Tuc- 

rie overlaid with Saphbires ; bu legges as 
pibars of Marble ſet wpon ſockets of fine 
Gold ; bis counteance as Lehanon, excel» 
lent as the Cedars ; and bis month or voyce 
moſt ſweet : What a pleaſant harmony 
and fpecious conſent of parts is here? 
| L 4 figu- 


152 Thepreciouſmeſe of Chrift 
fizuring unto us the ſupreame and ab» 
Jolute Government of Chrift , his un- 
fearchable CounceHts , this pure nactzre 
hating all-impurity and 'umcleanneffe, 
his amiable and delightful fmilings 
on his Saints , his gractous prom 
and loaſe-Laying inftruions, all his 
a&ions and” adminiftrations Juſt and 
holy , his mercies and inward affe&i- 
ons very precious like the Saphire , that 
gre with golden points, the wor: 
kings of his'fpiric in his Saints, moſt 
firme and ftedfaft like. marble pillars, 
the whole 'ſhew and caft of bis-perſon 
moſt glorjous., moſt excellent , moſt 
Majeſticall , and yet moſt delightfal!, 
Iike the forreſt of Lebanon, and the 
ftarely Cedars, that grew In it : ſothat 
he js altogerher lovely ; all over from 
top totoe { as we fay) defirable, and 
the chiefeſt among ren thouſand , at 
much as to fry , matchleffe and incoms 
parable : onearth and in all the wortd 
there isnar his [ike, who is made wirh- 
om ſpot or blemifh ; yea, who is mady 
and not made z acrearture, and yet the 
mighty Ereacour of alt chings , God 
3nd man th one perſon , kc excel 
Jenc and beautifull, every part futable, 

s þ 
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2 moſt raviſhing and _ | 


/ ' Thirdly, Chriſt is attraRive in his 


—_ SR either as inherent in 
& 
Oc infaſed into Beleevers. 

Firſt, as they be inherent in himſelfe, 
they tranſcend in excellency all the 
thought and conceit both of men and 
Angels : they have (ifT may (ofpeake) 
a moſt fragrant ſmell” and a'ficient qua» 
lity in chem , compared therefore to 
ſweer ſpices and ointments, as myrrbe, 
aloves , frankincenſe , ſpikenard , and rhe 
like. As theſe are delightfull co oat 
ſenſes :- ſo are the graces of Chrift to a 
beleeving ſoule, atcraRting the affe&i> 
ons, winning tþe love of the heart, ma- 
king all other things vile and baſe in 


- compariſon of him ; that che ſoule 


loathes them , and fpaes at them , as I 
may ſay , when they offer to ftand in 
comperition wich him. It was chegrace 
of Chrift, that made him fo glorions 
as we read of, Joh. 1. 14, We bebeld bit 
glory (faith the Apoftle) az of the only be- 
a of the Father, full of grace and tra1b 
atis, wee beheld him orion In a 

perfeQion of grace, wifdome, poodneffe, 
and Mercy. Ic is che gatime or _ 
: | mo 


I54 The preciouſneſſe of (hrift 
mond in a ring, that makes ic very pre- 
cious and beaucifull ; fo it is the grace, 
that God hathtreafured up in Chriſt, 
which makes him ſo glorious, ſo atura- 
Rive, and lo alluring as he is. 

Secondly , Chriſt is attraQtive in his 
graces beitowed upon the Saints. As a 


Father is digoified by having a worthy - 


ſonne,a:d a School-maſter by the lear- 
ning and proficiency of his Scholars : 
ſois Chriſt by the Graces of his p:ople. 
A Maſter is honoured by his livery, 
which bis fervarits weare : aow the gra- 
ces of love, and humility , and meek- 
neſle, and patience, and the like, are, ag 
I may ſay, Chrilſts livery, by which wee 
are diſtinguiſhed, and known to be his 
ſervants: and he is muck honoured by 
thoſe badges : By this fhsll af men know 
(ſaich Chriſt that you are my Diſctples,if 
you love one another. Joh.13.35.The holy 
lives and bl.f1:d examples of the Saints 
are very fraicful;they advance the King- 
dome of Chriſt, and are very attraQive 
things to tole and draw on others. 
co aliking of his wayes. Tee wives (faith 
the Apoſtle) be in ſubjetion to your own 
busbands, that if any obey not the Word, 
they alſo may without the Word be "_ 


» vv »'# ww vp SS $ _ | 
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by the:converſation of tbe wives, while they 
behold your chaft , or modeſt converſation, 
coupled with feare, 1 Pet.3.1,2. Not that 
the examples even of the beſt can con- 
vert a finner ; for that is done onely by 
the preaching of the Goſpel ; but chey 
may doe this ; they may ſhew a linner 
the vilenefſe and the danger of his own 
way ; becauſe they be light; they may 
alſo allure him and draw him on to ap- 
prove of the holy wayes of Chrift, and 
ſo prepare him to heare that word, 
which is of power to beget faith, aud to 
fave the ſoule. And hither tends that of 
the Prophet Hoſea, 14.7. They that dwell 
under bis (badow ſhall reterne, they ſball re= 
ive, 4s the corne, and grow as tbe vine : 
the ſent thereof ſhall be as the wine of Le- 
banon : The meaning of it is this, that 
Epbraim being converted , others that 
dwell under his ſhadow, beholding his 
wayes, and approving them, ſhall re- 
turne : he ſhall caſt forth ſuch a ſweet 
ſavour of holy converfation,that others 
not yer wrought upon;,ſhall revive as the 
corne after thedead winter. flouriſh like 
the vine, and give a ſent as fragrant and 
delightfull as the wine of Lebanon. The 
graces then of the Saints doe very much 
| decorate 


155 TheprecVouſ®bſſe bf Chriſt 
dorate and Ydornie Chriſt himfelfe, 
As a faite and betticifull Womin,verta- 
ow, and holy, is 2 credit to Her t\f- 
band ; fo'are the godly to Chrift they 
art his Spouſe, they are his Meinbert, 
they are his Children, they are his Ser- 
'vaitts,they are his Scholars; and there- 
fore wharſcever Is excelfent and comm- 
rnendable in them, it redoundy to his 
praife. They be brariches of his planting, 
aftd rhe worke of kis hands, and he is 
glorified in them,zs che Propher ſpeaks : 
Hf the viſible heavens do declare the glo- 
ry 6f Gad, as the Palmiſt ſaith 3 how 
ratch more then doe the neiy Keaveris, 
I tneanie the new credttirs , the pecfons 
of i#itn fitew motilded and formed in ho- 
Heſſe and ripticeoulneffs to the fimili- 
tide and likznefſe of God ; how my 
more, I ſay; doe thele declare thi glory 
of Chriſt, whoſe hatidy-worke tliey ate? 
Hence is that Gaying of the Apoſtle ; If 
oler Brethren be enquired of ; they are the 
rhe fſerigers of the Churches, and the glory of 
Chrift , 2 Cor. 8. 23. And in another 
place he fiich ; rhat Chrift preſents his 
Chitrch to binifelſe a ghrious Chinch : 
The gfory of the Church refle&s upon 
Chriſt,wHo firſt founded and _— It; 
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Every.childe of. God-at his, copxerſon 
puts on Chriſt; whence it nt bor 
wharloeyer beauty and, the 
Saipts. have, ir is; Chriſts beauty, and | 


comelineſle ; and he hath the. praiſe of 
It, Thus you —_ Chriſt is Very af= 


ys, is one. Reaſon more., which 
may. not be omitted: Chriſtis precious 
to Releeyers from thar evidence of ,inte> 
reſt; right , ard propriety, that, they 


have in hitn. Much bath been ſaid of hig 
peerelefls and unpagalle}'d excellency ; 
bat what wereall if to himſclfe, alone, 
and not to us? What is all the gold of 
the Indies to me, if Imy feife lapguiſh.in 
poverty ? Whar are the feaſts and-full 
Elegaf of others to mee, if-I my ſelfe 
ſtarve for hunger ? or what is all the 
helpe in the world ;to.mee, if I cannog 
have it at my need? Here then jg. the wl- 
tima lima, (as I may ſay) and the com- 
plement of all, that Chriſt isevery. way 
excellent, and the Saints enjoy him as 
_ own; they have a comfortable in- 


In 
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In all his workes and performances, 
In all his dignities and honours. 

In all his offices and adminiftrations. 
In all his blefſed influences and graces. 
Firſt, all Chrifts workes and perfor- 
mance, are in a peculiar reſpe& for eve- 
ry Beleever ; his making of the world, 
ſetling of policies and governments, 
rooting up of Kingdomes, executing of 
judgements in the earth , rewarding 
ſome, and puniſhing others, raifing up 
wiſe, learned, valiant, ative, juſt and 
mercitull men in their tines:in all theſe, 
and in all other generall and providen- 
tiall workes of Chrift , the beleeving 
foule hath a kind of intereſt & proprie- 
ty : next unto his own glory, Chriſt ai- 
med at the good of his Church in all 
theſe things,and hath ftill eicher imme- 
diately, or in the upſhot-and cloſeof all 
made them inftrumentall for her well- 
fare: in which ſence are thoſe words of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 3. 21,22. All things 

are yorrsg( (aith he ) whether Paul, or A- 

pollo, or Cepbas , or the world, or life, or 

death, or things preſent, or things to come 
all are yours. 

Secondly, Beleevers have a kinde of 
claime alſo in the dignitiesand _— 
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of Chriſt. There is a reciprocation ( as 
I may ſay)between him and his Saints : 
they are mutually and interchangeably 
glorified oo wo agen : ages is 
glorified in them, Joh. 17.10, ſo they are 
aknabdy dignified and graced by 
him. The glory of children (faith Solomon ) 
are their Fathers, Prov. 17. 6. If the Fa- 
ther be heroicall,or learned,or any way 
excellent, this is the ſonnes glory , un- 
lefle he degenerate : now the Saints are 
called the ſeede and the children of Chriſt - 
whatſoever therefore he excells in, it is 
their dignity, and their glory. Beſides, 
Chriſt doth impart of his honours to 
them , making them like himſelfe. Is 
Chriſt a ſonne, and heire of all? fo are 
they ſonnes, and heires, and co-heires 
with Chriſt : ſhall he judge the world ? 
fo ſhall they in ſome ſort : doth he 
breake in pieces the Nations with a rod 
of iron ? ſodoe they : is he aſcended in- 
to glory ? ſo ſhall they aſcend : There is 
not any whit of his glery , unlefle it be 
that which is utterly incommunicable, 
but they have a touch of it, ifI may ſo 
ſpeake : yea and that which is ſoincom- 
municable , redounds to their glory, as 
you heard before, 

Thirdly, 
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» Belecvers have intereſt in. 
the => of Chriſt. Every.Saint may 


ay of Chriſt; the is my Ptopher and. 


Teacherhe is my Prieſt and reconciler, 


he is wy Kiog. and governour : yea the 
godly-have ſuch an intereſt in theſe offi- 


acs of Chrift, that vertue. comes out of 


him to make even.thery. Prophets, and 


Prieſts,and Kings Pagel inſome 


meaſurezto teach themſelves an dothers, 
Frieſts. to offer ſpirituall. ſacrifices, ac- 
ceptable to. God: by.Chriſt ; and Kings 
to rule over their own luſts and corrup= 
tions. 

Laſtly, Beleevers have alſo intereſt in 


the graces of Chriſt: he, that- hath the 


field, hath alfo the treaſure, that is hid 
in it. It-was the: greatefi conſolation 
and Joy of 'the Spouſe , that fhee could 
ſay, My Beloved is. mines All that is in 
Chriſt, a Beleever. may appropriate to 


himfelfe; he.may:lay with unſpeakable 


delighe, his riches, his love. his good= 
nefle, his greainelie, his notes, a andall 


that is his, ia wine, I baye intereſt in all 


thoſe. tranſcendent;graces:of his z  hig- 


mercy, his truth, his promilcs, they are 
all mine.. Now thismuſt-needs : render: 


Chriſt very precious, when he.is: noe; 


onely 
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onely in himfelfe , whatſoever is excel- 
lenc and deſirable : but alſo the Saints. 
may juſtly challenge and claime him 
for their own. 

I come now to the application of the 
Point. And firſt of all ; it ſhews us the 
reaſon why the moſt iri the world doe 
deſpiſe Chriſt , and care nor for him ? 
namely , becauſe they have no faith ; 
they are infidells and unbelcevers; and 
therefore they ſet light by bim. Chriſt 
is very precious 3 bur ic is onely to Be- 
leevers: worldlings have no faich; and 
therefore Chriſt ſeemes a deſpicable and 
worthleſſe ching ro theft. Now that 
they have rio faith, this appeares 

Fifſt, by their ignorance. Moſt have 
not fo much as the theory , or do&ri- 
nall knowledge of Chriſt : they are like 
Feſtus, who tould Agripps, that Paxls 
adverſaries bad queſtiont againſt bim con- 
terning one Jeſs, A&.25.15. So let theſe 
be asked, and they can anſwer norhing 
truly, nothing rationally,nothing pun- 
Qually of Chriſt. Chriſt js to them ( a$ 
Logicians ſpeake)an Individumim vagium, 
quidam bono, a certain man, one Jeſus ; 
but they for their part Know lictle of 
him ; onely they have a wilde any” 

M 
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If he be good for any thing, they ſhall 
have a ſhare in it, as well as others : and 
therefore, Jeſus Chriſt have mercy onwf an 
is a frequent and high point of their de :þ, 
yotion : they bave it by tradition to rey 21g 
ceive Chrift: but what he is , and houff jc x 
made ours they know not. 
Others there be,that bave pretty fton 
of knowledge ; they can reafon and di 
courſe of Chrift diſtinly and ſatis 
Rorily; but they have no experimental 
knowledge of him ; they have not 
the work of his Spirit upon their hearts 
they have not taſted how gracious tt 
Lord is: they may perhaps have a flaſhi 
reliſh and light raft of him;ſuch as their 
is, of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 6 
4, 5- Temporary guſts 8& apprehenſion 
of Chriſts ſweetnefie, caufing joy for 
while ; but they doe not fit downe with; 
Chriſt at his Table coeate even to fan 
ration ( as I may ſay) and to make, ic 
full meale of his ſpicicuall dainties, thihav« 
beavenly Manna, the marrow of fatneſſeFknow 
neither have they drunke abundanth ( all Sec 
the charge is, Cartic.5 .1.) of wine on thibling 
lees, well refined out of Chriſt wine-cellayÞþl; 
In a word, they have not a thorough 
and ſaving experience of —— 
cacir 
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their braines have ſome print of him, 
yet their hearts are ſtrangers to him: 
and therefore they have no faith : They 
Ir def that know Chriſte name , will put their 
0 re rot in bims, Plal.g. 10. But theſe know 
if is not : chey know not the power, they 
know not thevertuegthey know not the 
worth of Chrift;neicher doe they know 
their owne miſery without him. And 
tel what faich can there be, where there is 
Sno knowledge ? Knowledge is ſo neceſ- 
ry tobreed and bepet faich,that ſome- 
Yrames it inciudes faich, and faith beares 
che name of ic, as Eſa.53. 11. By bis 
knowledge ſball my righteows ſervant juſtifie 
nelfflmany : and againe, Nos baving mine own 
Jeb. drighteouſneſſe ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) which 
phonffic of the Law , but that which us through 
| for Gbe faith of Chriſt,the righteouſneſſe which 
2 withifzs of God by fanth ; that I may know him, 
{aturflaed the power of bis reſurreftion, Phil. 3. 
nake Bo, 10. That is one token then that men 


8, thibave no faich becauſe they have no 
me ſſernowledpe. 
h ( «aff Secondly, Ic appeargs by their ftum- 


on thiÞling at Chriſt, Chriſt is a flone of ſium- 
-cellanÞling, and a rocke of offence to tbe diſobedi- 
oughÞnt, as che Apoſile-faith : and diſobedi- 
zoughFnt ones arc oppoſed to beleevers : wun- 
thelt M 2 | 
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beliefe is the greateſt diſobedience it N: 
the world ; ds to make God a liar,andf} of 
it is the mother and dammecf all other UF 
diſobedience: becauſe men beleeve nor; 
therefore they are ſo vicious, fo pro 
phane, ſo ungodly, and fo diſobedient 
as they are : and therefore it is thaſ} the 
Chriſt ſeemes ſo vile and fo baſe to them 


overmuch haſt makes a man to ſtumble: 
now the Prophet faith, that be whid 
beleeveth ſhall not make baſt, Eſa. 28. It off: 
Had the Jewes beleeved, they had neva} fav: 


fiumbled at Chriſt ; his poverty and de wil 
preſſed condition had never been an beir 
ſcandall to them ; but they not beleef} Out 

nay 


ving;looked for a Saviour and a Meſſi: 
that ſhould come in the riches, in ch whe 
glory, in the pompe and magnificena have 
of an earthly Monarch 3 which whalſ "ely: 
If failed, they were i ff-nded, and ſaid ©9Nc 
Vee will nor bh xve this mans 80 reigne ov © T 
25. The Prophet Et iy brings forth car} Vhe! 
1all people freaking rbos of Chrift True 
He ba:b nn forme, nor contelineſſe.and tobe make 
wes «0! ſee bim, there 1s #0 beauty,that # Idle 2 
ft ou!d a fire him, Chap $3:2: This is rio 2nd 

mcart of the bodily yiiage and countey BrOur 
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naride of Chriſt ; but of the ftri& lawes 
of his Kingdome,and of the hard terms 
upon which he offers himſelfe : he tells 
men, that if they will be his followers, 
and will have him for a Saviour, then 
they niuſt deny themſelves, renounce 
thetr own wills, tak: up his Croffe,ſut- 
fer mocks and reproaches, bonds and 
$ impriſonment, be hated and pertzcuted 
inthe world, and rciiſt even co bloud, 
and loſſe of life,if nced be. Theſe are the 
rermes & conditions upon which Chrilt 
offers himſelfe: and theſe are very ur.- 
ſavory, moſt cannot reliſh them , they 
will not downe : Chritt is very cfi-nlive 
being fo tendred ; wichout forme,wich- 
but comelinefſ-, without beaury,a moſt 
nauſeous and loathſoume object. Now 
$ where it is thas, ir is evident, that men 
# have no faith : a man will nor reft or 
& relye upon that,which he hath no gvod 
conceit of. 
Thirdly, Ic appeares to be fo a'ſo, 
when men doe not improve Chriſt. 
True faich is a growing thine , and 
i makes all orher graces to grow : it is not 
J idle and lazie,buc aQive,and advancing, 
of and ftill preſſing forward. What is 
4 ground, if nog gaodded and manured ? 
g-- M 3 Wha 
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What is a Ship, if not rigged, and ſen; 4 
to Sza ? Whar is a trade, ifnot driven, j be 
and made uſe of? So what is Chriſt, iff /# 
not working, not aRing, not improvedſ dic 
in us? What is his incarnation, death} nat 
relfurreQion, interceſſion, if wee receifrf} by 
no vertue, or vigorous imprefſe, no a&-f anc 
ceſlion or augmentation from them }j| MO 
the bufineſſe of Chriſt in a ſoule is not} Pati 
a matter of words and names, as Galli 
thought : but ir is a work of the highel 
and greateſt concernment that can be; for 
the aimes of it are abave all created ex:ſ} the! 
cellencies: and therefore where ic is rue} tho! 
and not fained , it is ever in agitation and 
ever girding forward to the marke, evet 
building, ever running, ever growing||| in a 
If nor ſo, it is manifeſt that men hawſ| faicl 
no faith: and if they have no faith , u fy 2 
is no wonder , that they ſhould deſpiſe evid 
Chriſt, a val 
Fourthly, When a man is carelefk{i or {t 
and regardlefle of the things of Chrift, wick 
this is alſo an argument of a faithlef had 
and unbeleeving ſoule , Phil. 2.20, 21. Chr 
the Apoſtle oppoſes Timothy(whom elſef lique 
where he commends for his unfaioelf well 
faith ) unto ſuch carelefle ones ; T han tie; 
20 man like nanded ( faith he ) who will for ai 

naturaly 
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naturally care for jour ſtate ; for all ſeeke 
their own, and not the things which are Je- 

ſus Chriſts, But how doth he meane ic? 
did Timothy care for the Philippians as a 
naturall man? No; bur as one that was 

by faith implanted into Jeſus Chrift, 

| and fo had a new nature : and by the 
motions and inclinations of that new 
nature, he did as indearedly and affec- 

uf tionately tender the good Rftate of the 
Philippians, as parents do naturally care 
for their children. By this Antitheſis 
then, or oppoſition, it appeares, that 
thoſe who ſought their own privacies, 
and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt, had 

no faith. They might perhaps, and did 

;© in all likelihood make profeſſion of the 
x0 faich : but not regarding the communi- 
vl ty and publick good of the Saints, it is 
i{e evident, that all their Religion was but 
a vaine & empty flonriſh,a meere ſhukke 

or ſhadow, without heart, without life, 
wichour truth and fubftance of grace : 

fff had they been truly of the body of 
j Chriſt, they would have had more pub- 
lique ſpirics, and confidered others , as 
2inedf} well as themſelves : So writes the Apo- 
ſtle ; The members have the ſame care one 

o willl for another, x Cor. 12.25. And this was 
M 4 his 
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his own praQice, I pleaſe all men in all 
things ( laith he) not ſecking mine own 
profit ; but the profit of many,that they may 
be ſaved,z Cor. 10. laſt. And in the very 


ſame Chapter he givcs in precept, tharf 


no m2n ſhould ſceke his own ;, but every man 
anothers wealth. 1 canfeſſe, that both 
theſe ſayings of his doe offer ſome hold 
for caviil and exception : as where he 
ſaich, that be ple:ſed all men in all things ; 
it may lezme that he was then a flatter- 
er, and a time-ſerver z but yet wee m'1ſt 


no: ſo undeiftand ic ; for he interds i:f 


no queſtion, of his care not to give of- 
fence to any , as appeares by the con- 
text. And againe whereas he faith, Let 
no men ſecrg his owne , but every man ano» 
tbers wealth ; wee muit not conceive, 
that he doth enjoyne ſelfe-negleR; bur 
onely he gives a charge againſt ſeli-love, 
to wit, that no man ſnould ſo ſeeke his 
owne, a$ wholly to negle&-the benefit 
of others, and eſpecially their ſpirituail 
benefit : yet thus it is with many in the 
world, who notwithſtanding make a 
glorious {hew of berter things: let the 
cauſe of Chriſt, let his Church and peo- 
pleſinke or (wimme,tis all onetorthem; 
lize Galio chey care tor no ſuch matrers, 
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El?r heart trembled when he heard, 
that the Arke of God'was taken : but 
y may} lernewes of the ill {acceſle of the Saints 
very} come to theſe, and ir never troubles 
thac} them: they will make ſome ſhew of for- 
'manj} row with their tongues:but there is not 
both} a whit in theic hearts. Now certainly, 
hold here can be no faith. Tis the right guiſe 
e hefj of Infidells, tocall the Church an ct- 
ngs;}| caſt, and to ſay, Thi #« Zion, whom no 
tter-}] man ſeecketh after, Jer. 30.17. 
muſt © Joſepbhas * writes, that Solomon was * Antiqu: 
ds it} © nor fo intent and earneſt in building 115.8.c.2. 
e of-f * of his own pallace, as he was in the 

con-j3 * ſtruQture of the Temple z becauſe the 

, Ter} * one was for God; bur the other for 

ano-f| * Kings. Cleane contrary to which was 
ceive,j| thepraQtiſe of thoſe, that drvele in their 

; bur] ſeeled houſes , and let the houſe of God lie 
love} waſt, Hag. 1. 4. Doubtleſſe, where there 
e his} is fuch {lighting of God,and of his peo- 
encfich} ple, and ſach intenſive care of private 
tuail} concernments, there can be no faith. 
1 the] Aga man beleeves, fo he cares for the 
ke a} rhings of Chriſt. 
t the Fiftly, W hen men procraſtinate and 

peo- | delay their ſecking of Chriſt,putting off 
xem3 this great and necef{ary work from day 
rers. | today, giving the prime, the _ 
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and the virginity of their affe ions ( as 
I may ſay) to the world, proftitucing 
their precious ſoules ro ſuch baſe, vile, 
and worthleſle chings:chis is alſo a tigne 
of a faithlcflc hearc, and conſequently, 
that Chciſt is lictle ſer by. Tee caxrot 
ſerve God and Mammuon, taith our Savi- 
our, 142t. 6. 24. Mammon is a rabinicall 
word, fignitying plenty of riches and 
worldly wealth: ſome ſay it comes from 
1157 a mulcitude: now as Beleevers di- 
lating upon the copiqus theame of rhe 
love of Chriſt, doeas ic were loſe their 
hearts and aff-Aions in the botcomleſfe 
depth of his unſearchable riches and 
grace ; ſo worldlings doe in like man- 
ner ingurgitate and drowne their ſpirits 
in the endlefſc and unſatiable defire of 
worldly riches and pleaſures :and when 
they thus ſerve danimon, how can they 
doe the worke of God, to beleeve on bim, 
whom he hath ſeat ? The luſt of the fleſb, 
the luſt of rhe ezer , and the pride of life, 
thac is; the inordinate delire of earthly 
pleaſures, and riches, and honours x 
theſe are of the world , as the Apoſtle 
faich ; and we all know, that the world 
and the Ele& are & regione ( as wee fay ) 


diametrically oppoſite and contrary one 
to 
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to the other : and if ſo, then certainly 
where there are thoſe luſts and inordi- 
nate deſires, thece can be no faith ; for 
faith is proper to the Ele; and there- 
fore it is called :be faith of Gods Elke, 
Tit. 1.1. Neicher will it ſerve the turne 
for men to lay within themſelves, as 
many doe, that there will- be time e- 
nough to ſeeke Chriſt hereafter : for the 
preſenc it will be beſt to follow after 
Pleaſures, and co purſue the world ; 
when gray haires, and old age comes, 
then *rwill be rathe enough to look af- 
ter God, after Chriſt, after grace ; cer- 
cainly, this is a moſt deſperate reſoluti> 
on; for know affaredly , that though 
many ſeeme to ſeeke Chriſt in the twi- 
lighi(as I may ſay)and evening of their 
tives; yet in the upſhot and cloſe of all 
he is not found: though men ſeems to 
leave their linnes, when they be old; 
yet for the moſt part, it is not fo ; but 
rather finne leaves them ; for were they 
young and luſty, as they have been,they 
would be as foiward to a it, as ever. 
Now where there js no ſecking , nor re- 
ceiving of Chriſt , there cannot be any 
faich at all. 

Sixtly, When men can fat down con- 
tented 
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tented and ſatisfied without Chriſt, ne- 
ver mifſe him , never feele the want of 
him ; this doth alſo argue a ſtate of 
unbeliefe. Every true Beleever makes 
Chriſt the center and reſt of his ſoule, 
All things cend naturally to their pro- 
| per place, as light things upward, and 


heavie things downward: fo the nature 


of faith is to flie up unto Chriſt, who is. 
(as I may ſay) the bofome of perfe@ reſt 
and repoſe. Thofe that have been moſt 
eminent for faith , could never endure 
the abſence of Chriſt : they have ſtill 
borae it very impatiently., very eagerly 
and diſcontentedly. The Church pro- 
feſles her 'ſelfe to be ſicke of love for him, 
Cantic. 2. 5. Davids (oule panted after 
him, as the hunted or chaſed Hart doth af- 
ter the water-brocker. And the people of 
God ſay, The deſire of 4ur ſonle us to thy 
Name, and to the remembrance of thee. 
With my [ule have I defired thee in the 
night, yea with my ſpirit within mee will I 
ſeeke thee early, E14.26. 8, 9. Now,I muſt 
cell you, that it was faith, which cauſed 
ſach love-ſicknefſe in the Spouſe, ſuch 
panting and thirſting in Navid,and ſuch 
ſoule-defires, ſuch inceſſant feeking of 
Chriſt in choſe godly ones, that wee 
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feade of : Give me children, or elſe I dye, 
ſaid Racbell : {o certainly nothing can 
quiet and content the minde of a Belee- 
vet; but union and communion wich 
Chriſt. Ic argnes then a dead, darke, 
4 hopeleffe, a faithlefſe condition, when 
the ſoule can goe whole moneths and 
yeares, pleating ir felfe with rates and 
toys, 23 I may ſay ; and never labour for 
ſweer intercou: ſe or commerce with 
Chriſt : at the very beft here can be no 
better then a divided <fteeme «f Chrift, 
which is nothing worth. When the 
heart is divided between Chriſt and the 
wor'd,there is alwaies a diſproportion : 
the world hath moſt, and Chriſt leaft : 
yea even then , when Chriſt ſeemes to 
have moſt ; yer it is bur occafionall : 
dangers, feares,the ficke bed, a ſpiric of 
bondage, ſtings of conſcience, and the 
like, may perhaps make Chriſt moſt re- 
liſhable for a ſpirt ; bue when the fir or: 
ſtorme is over, and Gcd gives reſpir; 
then the keartis hardened like Pbaraobs, 
and there is a returning with the dogge 
to bis vomit, and with the waſl;ed Sow 10 
wallowing againe in 1be mire. It is pcflible 
for a man toeftectne of Chriſt meerely 
for eaſe ; be would: be freed frum an- 
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guifh, but not from finne ; he would be 
eaſed of the burden of finne, I meane 
thoſe horrors,and terrors,and wounds, 
and affrightments, which ic workes : he 
would be delivered from paine, and the 
hell of finne, bur he cares not to be pur- 
ged from the impurity and filthinelſe of 
it. Now where Chriſt is welcome and 

onely for ſuch an end as this, 
truely he counts himſelfe tobe but litele 
ſet by : ſuch an eſteeme of Chriſt is bat 
an accaltonall efteeme of him, a divided 
efteeme,& a difproportionable efteeme, 
which he doth nothing eſteemeof : and 
icdeclares a ſoulequitedeſticute of faith: 
and Chriſt cannot be precious where 
there is no faith. 

Secondly, Here is diſcover'd to us a 
fic obje& whercupon to ſpend the mar- 
row of our beſt attc&ions ; wee ſhoald 
labour co place all our feet affeQtions 
that are to be exerciſed upon good, as 
love, j Joy, and delight, upon this love- 
de obje& Chriſt. Ic as pictie wee 
ſhould loſe ſo much of our affeRions as 
wee doe upon worldly ings: won" 
fufier a pure ftreame to run 
dirty channell, our affeQions to run af 
eter the chingsof the CIIGGEAS 
ole 
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loſe our affe&ions,amd they become un- 
profitable unto us. 

{ confefle.that the love of Chriſt is not 
alike in all che Saints, ſome are more, 
and ſcme leffe intenſive in their love to 
Chriſt. Wee all know that in the natu- 
rali body, there iznot fo much ſtrength 
in a finger, as there is in the arme : fo m 
the myKicall body of Chrift, the mem- 
bers have not all of them the like mea- 
| ſaree, and abilities of grace. And icis 
poſſible alfo to ſieepe ſpiritually, while 
the heart, that is to ſay, the life and m- 
moſt affeQion of the foule , is waking. 
T ſleepe ( ſaith the Spouſe ) but my beart 
waketh, Cant. 5.2. The meaning is,that 
ſhee was ſomewhat ſecure, and kept not 
that watch againft the pleaſures of this 
life, and the baits of this world, as ſhee 
fhould doe: and yet her heart was up- 
right ſti. So the wiſe Virgins ſlambred 
and ſt as well as the fooliſh, 2421.25. 
5. And yet they had ole in: their Lamp, 
and were ready to go in with the bride- 
groqme. The ſpirit may be willing, when 
the fleſh is weake, as our Saviour faith. 
Neverthelefle, it were to be wiſhed, that 
every childe of God had heavenly affe- 
ions in him ac the height , and like an 
arrow 
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arrow drawn up to the head : And wet 
muſt cake heed, that our pufility and 
dwarfifhnefſe in them do not flow from 
a vicious and adulterate love: love of 
the world,love of eaſe, love of any thing 


more then Chriſt. Many of Gods deare | 


ones are not without ſome tinQure of 


this; they have,as ic wereztics of it ſome- 
times, as we may ſee by thoſe excuſes, 
which che Spouſe makes, when Chriſt 
did knock at the doore of her heart for 


entrance;T have put off my coat((aich ſhee) | 


bow ſhall I put it on ? I bave waſhed my 


feet, bow ſball I defile them ? Cant. 5. 3. Þ 


'Tiz a Meraphor caken from thoſe that 
are gone to bed,and are loath to riſe for 
any mans pleaſure : and the meaning 
way be this ; chac ſhee had now ſhaken 
off many feares and troubſes ; ſhee. was 
free from perſecution, & delivered from 
many affli&tions and milcries formerly 
endured ; {hee had now thrown off theſe 
chings,as one going to bed doth his gar- 
ments;ſhee had waſh: chem off: as in the 


Eaftern Cquatrics travailers were wont 


to waſk off the ſoile of their feer., when 
they went to their reſt ; and ſhee was 
now in the bed of fleſhly eaſe and world- 
ly contentment,loach to diſreſt oy 

oath 


UMI - 199: 


| and chiefly by et affteQtion of love- 


to B 177 


loath to riſe,and to be pincht with cold 
oath to ſer her feet into the dirt 
former ſufferings:though in her heart 
ſhee preferr*d Chriſt above all ; yer fo 
ſweet were thoſe earthly accommoda- 
tions, that ſhee would rather forbeare 
intercourſe with him for a while, then 
loſe her ſhare in them.Thus ic was with 
her : but chis was a naughty temper, 
and coft her deare to be purg'd of it: 
The true and healchfull temper of the 


{ foule is, when Chriſt is a Joy to us, even 


in the abſence and want of all other 


| things; when wee can ſay with the Pro- 
pher ; Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſe 


ſom ; neither ſhall fruite be in the vines ; 


| the labour of the olive ſhall faile ; and the 


fields ſball yeeld no meat z the flocke ſhall be 
cut off from the fold; and there ſhall be no 
berd in the ſtalls ; yet I wil rejoyce in the 
Lord; Twill joy in the God of my ſalvation, 
Habae. 3. 17, 18. 

Thirdly, This may diſcover unto us, 
what ſingular effets the excellency of 
Chriſt have upon the hearts of Belee- 
vers;and how eminently their affe&ions 
are drawn out toward him. Wee may 
judge of our eſteeme by our aff: ions, 


Love 


1738 The precioufmeſſe of Chriſt 
Love is the height of our eſteeme, and 
there are in it theſe three a&s,or effes, 
US. 

1. Complacency, or well-pleafedneſſe, 

2. Defire of union, or enjoyment. 

3. Benevolence, or good will. 

Fir, Complacency,or well-pleafed- 
neſſe, being referred to Chriſt, is an af- 
fe ion whereby wee doe approve and 
like of all that is in hint, reſting in his 
goodnefle,as in the moſt lovely and de- 
fireable objeR in the world. 'Thy love 
better then wine ( ſaith the Church ) be- 
cauſe of the ſavour of thy good ointments, 
thy Name 3s as ointment powred forth; there- 
fore ave the Virgins love thee,Cant. 1,2,3. 

is Scripture ſhews what a pleaſing and 
delightfull obje& Chriſt is to a belee- 
viog foule. What more acceptable to 
taſt, then fragrant wine ? Chriſt is farre 
more to a Beleever. What more plea- 
ſing to the ſmell, then ſweet ointments 
of an exquiſire compoſition? Chriſt is 
the ſame, and far ſweeter tothe heart of 
a belepver. The judgement the Church 
hath of the love of Chrift is, that it far 
excells all the pleaſures and delights of 
the world, fynecdochically fhgnified by 
wine, one pleaſant ſpecies or kinde = 
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all the reft : and bis Name , that is, the 
knowledge of him, by preaching of the 
- Goſpel, is powred our like odoriferous 
ointment, to the unſpeakable delight of 
the Saints, drawing: and raviſbing the 


_mindes of them that heare it,as virgines 


are drawn with the offer of ſome lovely 
match. Now where Chriit is ſuck a 
pleafing: and delightfull obje& : where 
the ſences of the {oule are {o exceeding- 
ly taken with his {weetnefſe:where there 


_ is ſach a totall acquieſſence in Chriſt, 


and ſuch a ful), abſolute, and univerſall 
reſting in him; it is moſt evident and 
undeniable, that there cannot but be a 
high and worthy eſteeme of him. The 
beſt of Gods Saints and fervants have 
liked of Chriſt, coming with a frowne, 
as well as with a fnile, with a rod, as 
well as with tender and ſweet embra- 
cihgs : thongh there hath been ſome re- 
kickance in the ficth , and averſeneſſe in 
nature : yet-to the new man within, to 
the ſanQtified and regenerate part,Chriſt 
hath been ever welcome, however re- 
prefented, and in what ſhape ſoever he 
hath offered himfelfe. Indeed Chrift 
hiding; and abſenting himſelfe; ecclip- 
ling his light,and withdrawing his com- 

N 2 fore 


180 Theprectonſneſſe of (hriſt 
fort frem the \cvle; this hath ever been 
bitter ard unſevory 10 the Saints, and 
never ccu'd they beareit with ary pati- 
ence ; becaule they thevghi Chiiti to 
be utterly Icſt and gene : they theughe 
Chriſt co be n© Chriſt : bur in cther 
things, though never ſo tart ard un- 
pleatant, Chriſt hath been acceptable 
enough : Lord, if it be 1b: (faith Peter ) 
bid me come unto thee on tbe water :1o it is 
with the Sainte, they refuſe not to ven- 
ter even upon the boiſtercus water to 
goe unto Chriſt : Chriſt is welccme to 
them upon any terms : ſccurging and 
whipping Chiiſt , as well as ſtreaking 
and embrecing Chriſt, When Samwel 
rold E!z of judgements to come upon 
his family ; It 3s the Lord ( faith be) let 
h:m doe what feemetb him good, 1 Saw. 3. 
18. Iticbeite Lord thar doth it, it is 
no rwatter, I wi!} beare it. So David; 1 
was dumbe and epin.d not my month, be 
cauſe i hu didſt it. End Fob ,, Shall were» 
ceite g0d at be hand of Gcd, and ſhab we 
not recetve evilif As who ſhuulo fay, God 
{hail be welcome to me any how,bring- 
Ing goud, cr bringing eviil. Yeag-ven in 
{puiteali delerticns,when Chrift hideth 
+»  *aCc, «£9 veileth himfcife from the 


ſoule, 
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en | ſoule, the Saints are enouzh wel-plea- 
nd ſedin him : rhough the tentation be 
ti- | full of amarulency and bitternefle ; yer 
to ® in Chriſt himſelfe there is abundanc 
he ® ſweetneſſe and fatisfaRion : hence was 
her | that reſolution of Fob ; though he kill 
in- ® me, yet I will truſt in bim. Hz=nce alfo it 
ble | is, that the chiidcen of God, though 
er) | they walke in darknefſe, and have 119 
tis | Lightatall, yet chey will cruſt in the 
en- | name of che Lord, and ſtay themſelves 
to | upon their God, Tſ:iab 50. 10. 

JG Though ſome weake ones doubt of 
nd | this andcall it intoqueſtian ; and the e- 
ing | fore are ſom«imesin fits of deſpaire : 
mel | yet the more exercitate of the Saints ; 
-on | thoſe among th-m , that are as bea- 
let | tenand tried fouldiers , they cannot be 
«3. beaten off from the comfortable appre- 
+ is | henſion of it : and therefore in the 
/; 1} depth ofdarkneff: and rencation, when 
be | Chrift hides and tucnes away his lo- 
re» | Ving countenance , they refolve to wair 
we | forbetter times: 1will waite upon the 
-od | Lord, that hideth his face from the 
houſe of J2cob, and I will looke for 
him, 1ſaiab 8. 17. and notable to this 
eth purpoſe is that of Fob : Bebold T goe fore 
the | ”Y«&d, but be is not there; and backward, 
N 3 but 
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but Icaumot percerve bim; on 1he left band 
where he doth worke , but I cannot behold 
bim; be hideth himſelfe on the right hand, 
that T cannot fee him, Job doth not ſpeak 
thus in reſpe& of the inviſible effence 
of God ; butin reſpe& of comfortable 
revelations: God hid his cheerefull and 
loving face from him , that which way 
ſoever he turn'd himfelfe he could nor 
behold ir. Well, butwhardoth Fob in 
this caſe? doth hedeſpond? doth he 
tet goe his hold, and give over his hope? 
no, but he holds faſt till, he likes 
Chriſt well enough til : he knrowerh 
Cfaith he ):be way that Trake; & when he 
bath tried me, Iſhall come forth like gold, 
Job23. 8,9,10. fob had (as the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeakes) 4a 7lw' iZty i dr u7wle tee 
yourezin're, by realon of a habit, or 


Wb 4s perteCion, he had bus ferſes well exerciſed, 


' or ſcool'd, as the word ſignifieth, he was 
a man of experience, and experience wore 
heth hope , as the Apoſtle ſaith : and 
' therefore in the depth and bottome of 
a!l bis miferie Chrift was a Light, a 
ſtay , and a comfore to him. Now 
wherce1s ir, that the Faith and graces 
of the Saints are ſo impregnable? 
whence is it that their kope is fo inde- 
fatigable 
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fatigable and never out of breath ? 
whence is ic, that no ſtormes or tem- 
peſt of tentation can breake their ſpi- 
rits, and make them give out, but from 
that complacency and well pleaſedneſſe, 
from chat exceeding ſwavity and ſweet- 
nefſe, that they find in Chriſt ? fo thar 
let him preſent himſelfe how hee will, 
they are never offended, as to flie off 
from him, and to give him the {lip for 
ever. A bundle of Airrhe ( faich the 
Church) i my welbeloved wnto me : he 
ſpall lie all night betwixt my breſts, Cant. 
1. 13. AMrrhe is very ſweet of ſmell, 
and /eniter amara, meanely , or ſome- 
what bicter in taſte, as the zaturaliſt 
writeth : ſo is Chriſt in this world a 
kind of a bitter» [weet unto his Saints : 
but yet his ſweetneſſe doth ( as I may 
ſay) ſwallowup all his birtcernefſe : his 
bitternes is in the loweſt degree ; but his 
ſweetnefle in the ſuperlative : fo that 
let his diſpenſations be whac they will, 
his Saiats are never weary of him: yea 
they take pleaſure in inficmicies , in re- 
proaches, in neceſlicies, in perſecutions, 
in diſtrefſes for his fake : and when 
they be weake in themlclyes , then they 
ace ſtrong in him, and more then Can- 
N 4 querours, 


E Antiq. 
bib. 18. 
Cap. 4+ 
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querours, as the Apoſtle faith. 

To conclude, ſuch is the force of that 
plealantnefſe and Icvelineſfle ,-that isin 
Chriſt , that neither the ſhame of his 
owne poverty and crofſe, nor his com- 
ming to let fire in the earth , holding 
forth ſuch a Do&rine, as makes wick- 
ed men rage like Devills, and makes his 
owne people to be in the midſt of feares 
and troubles, and Chriift himſelfe hi- 
ding his face and love from them : ſuch 
I fay , is the force of his pleaſantneſſe 
and amiableneſſe, that none of theſe 
bitrer things could ever make the Dilſct- 
ples of Chriſt wearie of their profeſſi- 
ON, or cut off the race and ſucceſſion of 
them. 

There isa remarkable paſſage to this 
purpoſe © in Joſephus *; Arthat time, 
© faith he ( meaning when Pilate was 
© Governour)was Jeſus,a wiſe manzif it 
&© be lawfull rocall him a man : for he 
& was the performer of diverſe admi- 
© rable workes, and the inftrufture of 
© thote, who willingly entertaine the 
© cru:th. And he drew unto him divers 
& ewes, and Greekes to be his folluw- 
® ers: this was Chriſt ; who being ac- 
& cuſed by the Princes of our Nation 

| +) before 
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& before Pilate, and afterward con- 
hat | © demned cothecroffe by him ; yet did 
$in © not thoſe , who followed him from 
his | *© the beginning, forbeare to love him 
m- | © for the ignominy of his death : for 
ing | © he appeared unto them alive the third 
ck- | © day after, according as the Divine 
his | © Prophet had before ceſtified che ſame, 
ures | © and divers other wonderfull chings 
hi- | © ofhim. And from that time forward 
uch © the raceof Chriſtians. who have de- 
eſſe & rived their name from him, hath ne- 
tele © ver ceaſed. | 


(ci- Here you ſee what an honourable 
ſſi- teſtimony this Jew , that was no Chri- 


10f | Rian, givesof Chriſt and his Diſciples : 
ſoprecious and defirable was hee not- 
his withſtanding his ſuffering,notwithſtan- 
me, ding all the ſhame and trouble thae 
vas came upon his followers for him , that 
if it they never would forſake him 4 neither 
* he could the generations of them be rooted 
mi- our of the Earth unto this day. This 
> of | is mybeloved, and this is my triend 6 
the daughters of Ferwſalem. | 


ver Secor diy,from complacency, or wel- 
w- | pleaſednes flowes another thing in love, 
ac- | vizadelireofunion,orenjoymer. When 
ion | the ſoule eyera tempting or tickling ob- 


jcQ, 


|  4QQY 


Afolinus, 


18s The preciouſneſſe of (brift 
jc&,asT may lay ,it prefently covets the 
poſſeſſion and fruition of it : there is 
by andby a kinde of claſping or clo- 
ling wich it, or a Rtrong appetion of pe- 
culiaricy , orc private Increftt. Whence 


it is that the French Divine wericeth 


thus of love. © Love (ich hz) is char 
* polar of our ſpirics, whereby ic joy=- 
& neth it ſelfe unto obje&s. Taat which 
© is weightia heavie things, love is che 
© very {ame in our ſoules : for as weight 
* moveth earthly bodies toward the 
© place of their reſt : ſo love maveth 
© our ſoules toward chat objca, which 
© promilſeth reſt and conteatment. 
Now Beleevers highly eſteeming Chrif, 
deſire nothing more then the poſleſſion 
andenjoyment of Chrift. Now Chriſt 
is enjoyed 

In his Ocdinances. 

In his ſecret and ſweet appea- 
rances to the ſoule, and in his perfonall 
preſence. 

Firſt, Chriſt is enjoyed in his Ocdi- 
nanc:s. The Ordinance is (as [ ſaid be- 
fore) a walke whereia Chriſt is wont 
to meet with . his people : a Beleever 
therefare doth with-great delight and 
ſtudy pat him(clie upag that way, ou 

Ee. 
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he may enjoy Chriſt in it. But 

Secondly , Chriſt is enjayed in his 
ſecret and ſweet appearances to the 
foule. What are all holy Ordinances, 
but dead and heartlefle things without 
ſuch revelations ? 

Fobtells us of Ocdinances of Heaven z 
and Feremiab in like manner of the Or- 
dinances of the Sun, of the Moone, and 
of the Starres : theſe are naturall Ordi- 
nances : but to what purpole were they; 
if this inferiour world did not partake 
of their light and heat, and ſweet in- 
fluence ? W-e read alſo of policick and 
Judiciall Ocdinances, which God con- 
ſituced and fer in the eommon-wealth 
of Iſrael : but ro what purpoſe were 
theſe likewiſe, or what benefit could an 
Uraelite reape by them , if he lived in 
ſuch corrup: and lawlefle times , that 
heeould not have them adminiftred? fo 
what are all heavenly and ſacred Ordi- 
nances to a Beleever ; if he fiade not the 
vertue, the lite, and the power of them, 
enjoying Chriſt in the Ordinance, and 
finding an influence of his ſpirit and 
grace flowing in upon his foule ? As 
there isa delivein a Beleever tocommu- 
nicate his heartuato Chriſt ; ſaChrift 
| communicates 
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| communicates his grace unto a Belee- que! 
| vers heart, Chriſt as a Founraine, ff hjs 
ſends forth his ſtreames of comfore andfj (hat 
6 joy: and as a Sunne, ſends forth hisf , þ 
| glorious beames of grace and love into} yh; 
a Beleevers foule. Now a Beleever doth | (had 
account prayer, preaching, Sacraments, | yay 
| and all ocher mcanes of his ſoules wel- 7 
| fareto be nothing ; unlefle the Spirit Þ ſon: 
| of Chriſt comply with them , flowing | The 
in upon the foule wich ſuch heart-ra- | Jong 
viſhing diſcoveries of his grace, a8 noſ} x C 
rongue can pollible expreſſe. Henceir is, | ({aj 
that a Belcever ſets open che windowes | min 
| of his ſoule, deficing that Chriſt may} 1; js 
| (hine into ic, wich the brighcand glori- | cau 
| ons beames of his grace and favour; 5c x 
bur if Chriſt eclipſe and hid himſelfe | (þa) 
from the ſoule, there is nothing but | (þsl 
darknefſe and complaining, forrow and | plo!; 
mourning, and no reſ at all ; uncill the | 2. 1 
miſt be diſpelled, and thecloud blowen } $43; 
over , and the day-itarre arile in the | Jer 
| heart againe ; untill Chriſt come and | fey 
| refreſh the ſoule with new ſupplies of | mo 
| revelations. The Church never left off | the 
, ſeeking Chriſt ; untill ſhe had found | jr6; 
him; cill the King had brought her | yn; 
into his bed-chamber, and.into the ban- | fox 
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queting- hcuſe, ard imparted ſcmve of 
his love unto her. Oh how precicus is 
that ſwect and feciet cemmunicn,which 
a ÞBelcever enjoyes with Chiiſt ! 6! 
whar a c&lightis ic to ſit under Chrifts 
ſhadcw, and to enjoy him in ſuch a 
way. at this is ? 

Thirdly, Chriſt is enjoyed in his per- 
ſonall freſerce at his ſeccnd ccwing. 
The Saints are deſcribed tobe ſuch, as 
long and Iccke tor Chrifts appeatirg, 
1 Cor, 1. 7. you c(me bekind in no gift 
(fair h the Apcfile) m airing for the come 
ming ene) win, revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
I is called the revelation of Chriſt , be» 
cauſe the glcry ard Mic y oft Chrift 
ic row bid z Eve then bis brighinefſe 
ſhall appeareard be marifcficd ; for he 
ſhall ccme in the cleuds ard preat 
glory. Ardthe Apcſile faith in 1 Thefſ. 
2. 10. that Chrifi ſt al be glorified in bis 
Saints, and admaridin all thcm that be- 
leeve. that is, the Saints ſecing them- 
ſelves to ſhine as the Starres for ever- 
more, and to be made conformable to 
the gloricus bcdy of Chriſt, they ſhall 
infivitely aCmire his grace ard Mercy 
unto them. Hence it is Beleevers waic 
for the conſolation of thefecond come 


ming 


190 Thepretionuſniſſeof Chriſt 
ing of Chrift , as they did for the cons 
folation of his firſt cothing ; becauſe 
here they receive good in promiſe , but 
then they ſhall receive it in the fruic of 
the promiſe : here they receive the firſt 
fruites of his Spirit, then a full harveft 
of Joy and bleſfednefſe : here they ſee 
Chrifts glory at a diftance, and theough 
the latteffe , but then in che lufter and 
brightneſfe of it ; Chriſt is che obje& 
of a Beleevers affefions, and nothing 
bur fruition will give him ſatisfa&ion : 
His heart is never ar reſt, uncll ic come 
to his proper place of reſt and repoſe; 
agreeable to that of the Father , feciſtz 
nos Dome ad te, & inquietum eft cor 

donec requieſcit in te , thou haſt 
made us © Lordfor thy felfe, and our 
heatt is never at reſt, till ic reſt in thee, 
Now whence is it , that a Beleever de- 
fires co enjoy Chrift in his Ordinance, 
in that ſweet and fecret communion, im 
his perſonall preſence , but from this 
love of union : when he ſees ſuch a glo- 
rious objeR, as Chriſt is, he deſires to 
claſpe and cloſe with it. 

Thirdly , from complacency , or 
wel-pleaſednefſe, and from union and 
enjoyment flowes a thivd thing in love, 
VIZ, 
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viz. benevolence or good-will. Bene- 
yolence being referred to Chriſt , isan 
affe&ion whereby wee dae yeild our 
ſelves wholly unto him, defiring his 
name tnay be glorified by us. The 
Saints cannot properly conferre any eſ- 
ſentiall goodnefle,vt glory upon Chriſt; 
but onely make an agnition and ac- 
knowledgement thereof. Can a man 
(faith-Fob ) be profitable unto God, is it 
any pleaſure to the Almighty, that thou are 
righteow ? Fob 22.2. thatis, ifa man 
were juſt and holy , yet hee could not 
profit God. or adde any joy and delighe 
unto him. Againe in Fſabne 15. 3. Thou 
art my Lord (faith David) my goodneſſe 
extendeth not to thee: that is, I cannot 
enlarge and enrich God ; bur (faith he) 
to the Saints on Earth , in whom is my 
delight ; that is, as for thoſe thar beare 
thy ftampe and ſuperſcription upon 
them, I will entertaine wich my goods: 
thus we may wiſh well co Chriſt in his 
members. | 
Againe,this love of benevolence doth 
cartie and containe in it a willingneſſe 
to yeild all obedience unto Chriſt. He 
that loves Chriſt freely, cannot but ſtu- 
dy to pleaſe himin all things , _ 
e 


292 Theprecioaſneſſe of Chreſf 
like unto him, 1 Fob.4. 17. And hethat 
th his word, in him is the love of 
God perfe@, 1 Fob. 2. 5 
Love is the condeſcending to the 
loweſt ſervice, it is impulſive and con- 
ſtraining, ict hath a ſweet kind of vio- 
lence co draw the heart of a Beleever 
unto the obedience of Chriſt : ſo ſaith 
the Apoſtle, the love of Chriſt conftraines 
#5, 2 Cor. $5.15. And lo in Cant, 8. 6, 
Love #s ſtrong as death , and Jealowſie is 
cruell as the grave. That is , love is that 
ſtrong affe&ion which cannot be ſubdu- 
ed by trouble or tentation 3 it is as 
ſtrong as death : the heart ( as ſome 
ſay) Is primam vivens, & ultimum mori- 
ens, th: ficſtliving, and laſt dying, and 
therefore all the vitalls of che body 
drawes to the heart, and unites there ; 
whence it is a man gives ſuch ftrong 
plunges at his death , becauſe his 
ſtrength is united : ſo love doth unite 
all the affe&ions of a Beleever drawing 
them forch to a@ for Chriſt : and for 
zeale or jealouſie, thac is, loveenflamed 
and fervent, and it is fierce and intx0o- 
rableas Hell and the grave : that as 
Death and Hell devoureth , and fwal- 
lows up all ; fo love to Chriſt over- 
cometh 
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cometh all oppoſition and faffring, and 

makes Beleevers rejoyce to fill ap (thatis | 

declaratively ) the ſuffring and affifFion ©91- 24. 

of Chriſt. 

Fourchly , the unmatcheable excel- Uſe 3. 

lency, andprecionfnefſe of Chriſt muſt 

not lyeas a contemned thing : bur it 

calls for the urmoſt ſtrength of our 

ſoules, and the heighr of our affe&iong 

to be fixed upon it. There is no obje& 

ia the world, but there is a will relating 

coit , and inclinable to cloſe with it. 

Now what better obje& can the will of 

man have, then Chriſt ? if wee be not 

here, what doe wee differ from beaſts? 

and a beaſt in the ſhape of a man is worſt 

of all: 'Tis good far us, that God hath 

Placed affe&ions of love, of joy, of de- 

fire, and the like in our foules : burtif 

theſe be not placed upon Chriſt alſo, 

it were better chat we were quite with- 

out them, and were as uncapable of 

Chriſt as the moſt inſenfible and unrea- 

fonable creatures that are. Let us con- 

fider then what may yer farther elevate 

our affections , and cauſe them to 

mounte up with wings as Eagles unto 

thac delight of all delights, andabftraX 

of all prayſes. This will be , if we look 
O " upon 
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uponthoſe rich and coſtly gifts, which 
Chriſt hath beſtowed upon Beleeve 


and they are ſuch as theſe , viz. rec 

Precious Bloud. Go 

| Precious Graces. IS. 

| Precious Promiſes. of | 
Precious Love. nev 

Precious Spirit. lea 

TM Precious Pciviledges. Þ Lax 

97: 1 The bloud of Chriſt is precious inf} goo 

thele relpeRe. | dare 

Firſt, from the purity of his humang] bec: 

nature, which was boly, harmeleſſe, uw» bloi 

defiled and ſeparate from ſinners : to God be | 

to man, and to it ſelte ic was wholhf goo 

without {pot and blemiſh, and had nat} wit! 

the leaſt rouch of finfulnefle in it. Inf + < 

nature the beſt conſtitutions have thef| blot 

| beſt bloud : never was there a better} of t 
| tempered , a more puvely conſtituted} mar 
| nature, farther from the corruptions, of < 
| freer from the pollutions and groffe hufj lefſe 
| mours of finne , then Chrifts was. kf braz 
| behoved him as man to frelfill all rights | ent | 
' onſneſſe , and throughly to come up of} dlaii 
| | .  thepatterneof Legallrypes ; which didj can 
| all ſhadow him abſolutely holy, andfj isth 
| ſpeake him perfe&ly pure without thef{ the 
leaft cainture of ſpirituall defilement.} all e 
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il Naw if he blond of tho thine; who 


are batin part ſanRified, dregs of finne 
remaining in the beſt , be precious in 
Gods accounts: as wee ad, P/al. 116. 
15. how much more then is the bloud 
of the Sonne of God precious ; z who 
never went awry ; never failed in the 
leaſt jots or title of dueobedience to the 
Law of God ? The Apoſtle ſaith , for 4 
good man peradventure ſome . would: even 
dare to dye, Rom. 5.7. and why fo ?. but 
# becauſe 'cis great pitie ſuch precious 
bloud ſhould be loft : now if their bloud 
be ſo precious, that are but imperfe&ly: 
good, what then: was his, who was good 
without any mixture of evill ? 
Secondly; Chrifts bloud was noble 
bloud, and therefore precious. He came 
of the race of Kings, as touching his 
manhoad : bur being with all che Sonne 
of God;this renders his nobilicy match»: 
lefſe.:and peerelefſe. 'Twas Pharaot's 
bragge, thathe was the Sore of anci- 
ent Kings , Iſaiab 19. 11. Who can lay 
claimeto this more then Chriſt ? who 
can chalenge this honour before him?he 
isthe Sonne of the ancienteſt King in 
the world: hewas a King from 
all eternity ; andthe bloud of Kings is: 
Q 3 procivus ; 
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precious: thou art worth ten thou 

us, ſaid David's SubjeAs to gens 
therefore they would not ſuffer him to 
hazard himſelfe in the batrell, 2 Sam. 
18. 3. his Life-bloud was of more vas 
lue, then if halfe of his people had pe- 
riſhed, becauſe he was King and had 
the Soveraignty : the noblenefſe of his 
perſon did ſer a high rate upon his 
blond ; and whom doth this Argu- 
ment more commend unto us , then 
Chriſt? 

Thirdly , the bloud which Chrift 
ſhed for his people, was his life-bloud, 
Life is the moſt precious thing that a 
man hath. As the life of God is the 
ſumme of all his attribuces : ſo the life 
of man doth eminently containe in ic all 
other bleſſings: all char hee hath ſerves 
to maintaine it: ic is the end:and drift 
of all his enjoyments. What could 
Chriſt doe more then to ſpend his heare- 
bloud, and to lay downe his life for us? 
Sangws eft vebiculumvite, (aith the Phy- 
fician: the bloud is the Chariot of lite: 
yet Experience teacheth that there may 
be great effuſion of blond , and yet no 
death following. Had Chrift almoſt 
emptied all his veynes , and not dyed; 

18 
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this would not have reached to our mj- 
ſery : it had not been ſufficient to ſave 
us from deatb:even tholt Ipaufer dtyucrnes, 
drops of blowd; which hee. did {wear in 
his agony, had nothing availed with- 
out death. Death is the ſumme of the 
.curſe due to us: in the day that thou 
| his eateſt thereof thou ſhalt die the death : 
his} Chriſt then dying for us, here was the 
BY accompliſhment of all his ſufferings, 
hen] and he height of his love towards us : 
: Sarely that bloud muſt - needs be very 
rift precions, which could not be let our , 
ud, | but the vicall ſpirits muſt follow after ic. 
IC 2 | Thoſe that profefle kill in words , doe 
derive. S4a > bloud from a:9s, whick 
life fignifieth co burne, or to kindle : whe- 
call } cher this be a true etymologie , or not, 
very I will not diſpute : the heate that is in 
rift} thebloud of a living creature(if at leaſt» 
uld | wiſe in good temper  ſpeakes for it : 
at- 8 fare am,thac the bloud of Jeſus Chrift 
Ups ſhed for our finnes both teſtifies his ar- 
by- dent and burning love toward us, and 
ife: requires a like affe&ion in us, the kind- 
Nay F ling and fiering of our love toward 


him, 
oft Fourthly, the preciouſneſſe of Chrifts 
ed, | ploud appeares likewiſe from the pers 
O3z3 ſonall 
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ſonall union of his manhood with his 
God-head. The Divine and humane 
natures of Chriſt ſubfiſting.together in 
one, and the ſameperſon, is called an 
hypoſtaricall union : properly the word 
Tmazors ſignifies a placing, or ſtanding 
under: when the Godhead ſtands un» 
der the manhogd', and the manhood is 
taken-into the ſame perſon with the 
God-head, this is hypoſtaticall- Now 


from this'marvelilous and wonderfull 


union flowetb, though nor a reall com- 
munication of - properties, yet a promi- 
ſcuous predication of them, as if they 
were all alike comman and naturall to 

natures; Hence the manhood is 
{aid to be in heaven. even while it was 
circumſcribed &.compaſſed with a place 
on eartb, Fobn 3. 13. and on the other 
fide, the bloud of the humane nature is 
called the bloud of God, : As 20. 28. 
andelſe where by reaſon of this union 
God himſelfe is{aid to be crucified. Oh 
bow precious was the bloud. of Chrift 
then! doubtleſſe it had more worth in 
if.chen. all the creatures in Heaven and 
earth , Angels and men, and all the 
world befide. The uniting and conſe- 
guently the: cooperation. and compli- 
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ance of the impaſſible Deity in the ſame 
perſon with chat ſoule and bod }, which 
ſuffced, muſt needs pur infinite dignity, 
and preciouſneſſe beyond all account 
upon the bloud of Chriſt : yer this 
was not thought too deare for his 
Saints. 

Fiftly, and laſtly , the bleſſed effeRs 
of Chrifts bloud is another ſtrong Acr- 
gument of the ineftimable valus and 
price of it. It jaſtifiesour perſons in the 
fight of God. Irfrees us from the guilt, 
from the puniſhment and from the 
power of all finne. Ir ſaves us a 75; 
verynes, Tis Sppouluons, from that wrath 
that 35 to come, 1 Theſſalonians 1, 10. 
Wicked people are Light and merry- 
hearted , andnever dreame of an after 
recoming : but there is a thunder ſhower 
of Gods wrath to come , which will 
Hghrt heavily upon the heads of unbe- 
leeving ones. Wee are all of us by na- 
ture obnoxious to, and involved in this 
danger, therefore the Apoſtle uſerh che 
words pubunroy nuds , ſnatching or pul- 
ling us out from the wrath ro come : 
even wee of the children of God , wee 
of the Corporation and ſociety of the 
Saints, we Bcleevers, as we!l as. others 
Wes iQ 4 were, 
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were liable ro this wrath : but Chriſt 
hathd-liveredus : this is his tender lo- 
| ving kindneſſe and good will to his 
| Ele&. 
| Againe, the bloud of Chriſt obtaines 
eternall redemption for us, Heb. 9. 12, 
whence itis that the Apoſtle oppoſes ir 
to Gold and Silver : though theſe be 
among the moſt precious things that the 
Earth affords ; yet being corruptible 
and tranſitory , they cannot puichaſe 
incorruption and eternity for us. The 
bloud of Chriſt is the price of our Re- 
demption : yee are bought with a price, 
ſaich the Apolile, 1 Cor. 7+ 23. anda 
like phraſe he uſes ip the end of the 
6 \ precedent chapter : yetthere is neither 
| a plconaſme in the words , that is to 
ſay, a fulnefſe of ſpeech, though that 
ſometimes be rhecoricall enough : por 
| impropriety, or unfitnefſe of Language, 
[ =aBif athing could be bought withour a 
i! price : though, I confeſle, the Scripture 
F in ſome reipeRs doth ſometimes ſpeake 
ſo : neitkeris there an hebraiſme,where- 
by words of the ſame fgnification are 
- iterated and repeated nA 
to ſet the matter on with the greater ve- 
hemency and force: but the word price 
is 
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is uſed xgT «Zoyiv to ſhew the ſuperlative 
excellency and dignicy, of the price' 
wherewith the Saints are boughc : fo 
that, ye are bought with a price is as 
much as to ſay, yee are dearely bought, 
'rwas aprice with a witneſle , that was 
given for you,.a price of ineſtimable va- 
lae, a price paſt the number of a man: 
it cannot be calculated or ſummed up, it 
is ſo infinite, ſuch a rich and exceeding 
price is the bloud of Jeſus Chriſt, coſtly 
and chargeable were our ſou'es,that re- 
quired ſuch a ranſome. Taisisthe price 
wherewith wee are bought .from the 
earth, bought out of Hell, and bought 
into Heaven and everlaſting glory. This 
is the price that redeemerh us from con- 
demnation ; and this isit that cleanſeth 
us from the filth and Raine of finne.. 
This is it that purgeth our Conſciences 
from” dead workes to ſerye the living. 
God, Heb 9. 14. The Apoſtle in that 
placedraweth an Argument 4 miner ad . 
mjw, as the Logician ſpeakes. It typi 
call rites and ſacrifices , as the bloud. 
of Bullsand goates, and the aſhes of ap 
Heiter ſprinckled upon the uncleane, a= 
vailed for externall. San&ification, , 
namely for thepuritying of the hy 
| gany 
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gally and ceremonially ; how much 
more ſhall the bloud of Chriſt ſprink- 
led upon our Conſciences, purge away 
the guilc of finne, and avayle to the in- 
ternall, {pirituall, and everlaſting ſan- 
Aifying of 6ur perſons. 

| Againe, by this bloud'ic was that 
Chriſt, as the high Prieſt of our profeſ- 
fion, thatis of Chriſtians , entred in- 
to Heaven : ſo faith the Apoſtle, Heb. 
9. 12. Chriſt extred by bis owne bloud in- 
29 the holy place : hee did not enter. into 
the preſence of God as the high-prieft 
of old did with the bloud of Goates, 
and Calves : what ſhould thoſe ſlender 
things doe in the Tabernacle made 
without hands? there are no ſuch meane 
and poore offerings there. Neither did 

Chriſt enter to offer for himſelfe , as 
well as for his Family , as Aaron did, 
Levit. 16. 6. he had.no need of. expiati- 

on himſelfe : but he'went into the ho- 

lieſt to offer for his people only : whom 
he hath for ever waſhed , juſtified and 
ſanRified not with hloud of others (as the 

Apoſtle ſpeakes ) but with bis owne 

blond,” * * q | 
' Laftly, from the precious bloud of 

Chriſt, we alſo that are fo cleanſed and 
a * purged. 
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purged bave boldneſſe to enter into the bo- 
i Heb. 10. 19. 20. The bloud of 
Chriſt breeds us and begets us this con- 
fidence. The Apoſtle in chat place doth 
covertly oppole the liberty of Chrifti- 
ans unto the reſtraint of them thar li- 
ved under the Law. The Fewer of old 
might not preſſe into the Holy of Ho- 
lies : ic was lawfull onely for the High- 
Prieſt to enterinto it, and that but once 
a yeare. Greatin'this regard is our pre- 
eminence now above Gods ancient peo- 
ple: they might nor paſſe ſo math avin- 
to an earthly SanQtuary incloſed with 
materiall walls, and coped with a roofe : 
but wee have licence and Teave to' enter 
into a farre more holy and unidefiled 
place. Chriſt hath conſecrated or initi- 
ated a way for us : hee hath trod the 
th firſt as our fore-runner ; and het 
bach done it by his bioud, or as ( the 
Apoſtle ſpeakes) threwgh the vaile , that 
i t0 ſay, bus fleſb: healladesto the vaile 
6f blew and purple ſcarlet and fine ewi- 
ned linen, which was to divide the ho- 
Heſt of all from the 'reft of the Faber- 
nacle. That vayle was a type of Chriſts 
fleſh. Nowas the High-prieſt of old en-' 
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veile: ſo Chriſt by the death of his bo- 
dy did as it were turne aide the yile, 
and fo hath entred ingg heaven, the ho» 
ly of hot . gee to mate intescellion 
or ug. Yea by the renting and. tearing 
of = veile of his fleſh upon the crofle, 
he hach for ever opeued a way' for all 
Beleevers: a new and a living way:that 
of ald is obſolete and vaniſhed} this is 
ſuch as: the vigour thereot ſhall never 
decay : that of old being by the bloud 
of beaſts,could not give life co checom- 
ers, this being by the bloud of Chriſt, 
revives and cailes up chem thatare dead 
in treſpaſs and finnes, and doth alſo 
conferre eternall. life upon them.Q how 
precious, beyond all thought and con- 
ceit.is the bluud of Jeſus Chriſt 2 the 
bloyd of a moſt righteous perſan, moft 
noble bloud, the. very life and -heart- 
bloud, the bloud of Gad , juſtifying, 
ſanQifying , redeeming bloud ;.bloud 
purchabog eternall redemprion for us, 
loud char quickeneth ys, and conſerres 
both ſpicicuall and everlaſting life upon 

us. Laftly, Bloud thag-opens to us a ne= 
ver decaying way. into Heaven. How 
precious, I fay, is this bloud of Chriſt ? 
and how doth it call ypon us to ftirre 
up 
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5 par affeRions'to embrace Chtift, co 
tiold of him, and to love him witch 
#moſt ardent and unfained love, who 
hath- beſtowed fuch a precious gift 
on us? A 
Secondly, Chriſt hath beſtowed up- 
on Beleevers prectous Graces. Grace is 
called by the Apoſtle, the renewittg of 
the Holy-Ghoft ;- and che forming of 
Chrift in us. It covfifterh in the ' reQi- 
rude and corifortnitie of our-will unto 
the will of God, and to Chrift the ab» 
folace patterne of all grace and holi- 
nefſe, the image of the invifible God, 
tbe expreſſe charaGter of bis Fathers bright= 
neſſe': the Sun of tighteouſneſſe, the morn= 
ing ftarre, oft eminently and gloriouſly 
above all others ; chizfeft of ten thouſand 
for ſweet and gracious deportment. 
How precious are thoſe qualities of the 
ſoule,which come neare ſuch a patterne 
as this? which imitate , reſemble, and 
cake after fach unmatchable beantie ? 
Now all grace is precious;but the Scrip- 
ture gives that Epithite eſpecially to 
faith, 2 Pet. 1, x. and that for theſe 
Reaſons. 
. Firſt , Becauſe it is the roote and 


 wotmbe(as I may fay) of all grace; it 
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is the inward fountaine and principle, 
from whence all grace flowes ; ir is the 
mother gracezit purgeth the conſcience, 
and purifieth the heart, and:ſo breedeth 
every needfull grace in us. You may ſee 
this genealogie or pedigree of grace, 
notably delineated by the Apoſtle ; 
iT, 1.5. There ye finde that chari- 
tie, or loye, which is the fulfilling of the 
commandement of God, and a chiefe 
grace or Chriftian vertue, flows fram a 
pure heart ; and a pure heart ſprings 
from a good conſcierice 3 and a good 
conſcience is . the off-ſpring -of faith. 
Faith is the Genetrix and hn of 
Grace, as Eve was the mother of all 
mankinde. I fpeake ſo in reſpe& of an 
internal principle for if we regard ex- 
ternall cauſes ; the race and genealogie 
may be ſtretched farther as thus, faich. 
comes by hearing of the word of God 5 
the word of God. is declared by the. 
mouth of a Preacher ; and eyery true 
Preacher is 3vpeyb3ey, ſent from heaven. 
Bur I muſt ſpeake ad rbombwm ; though: 
there be ſundry externall .efficients and 
workers of grace, yer faith is the inters; 
nall roote and principle of it : and thas 
is one reaſon why it is called precious... 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, it is precious in reſpe&t of 
its Author, which is the Father, Sonne, 
and Spirit. The Father draws us unto 
Chiift, WE 6. 44- And hence wee are 
aid to be Ydlfax)er, to be taught of 
God, and to heare and learne of bim. 
The Sonne likewiſe draws us * draw me; 
we will run after thee , ſaith the Ypouſe. 
Chriſt is both the Author and the f:niſber 
of our faith, Heb. 12. 2.. He caſts in the 
firſt ſeed of it; and alſo makes it to per- 
ſevere : he layes the foundation of it, 
and brings it up to the roofe, as I may 
ſay:he makes us firſt to ap} rehend bim, 
and then leads us to the end of our 
faith, which is the ſalvation of 
ſoules. Whence it is that he is calle 
the Apoſile and big Prieſt of oxy profeſſi- 
03 : that is, he is the teacher of our 
faich, and the Captain thereof. Laftly, 
the Holy-Ghoft is likewiſe the Author 
of our faith. No man can ſay , that Jeſws 
5 the Lord (faith the Apoſtle) but by the 
Hoh-Ghoft , x Cov. 12. 3. And in the 
ninth verſe of that Chapter, faith is 
reckoned among the gifts of the Spirit. 
Faith then muſt needs be very precious, 
having God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy-Ghoft for the Au- 
thor of it. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Faith is precious in refpe& 
of the obje& thereof, that is to ſay, the 
thing upon. which it leanes , or reſts, 
which is God himftfe, or God in 
Chriſt. God is faid to be 3n Chrift, 
"reconciling the world unto bimſelfe , arid 
'not imputing their treſpaſſes unto thei, 
2 Cor. 5.19. Now this is the higheſt 
and moſt excellent objeCt of faith. 
Chriſt alfo as Mediatour is the obje& 
thereof. David prayeth , Lead me mnts 
#he rocke that # bigher then T, P(al. 61. 2. 
And the rock that he ſpeaks of is Chrift: 
he is the ſtrong rocke on which his 
Church is built firmely and unmoova- 
bly. Needs then muſt faith be precious, 
while it leanes on ſuch a ſolid and fted- 
faſt foundation. Apaine, the promiſes 
are metonymically an obje& of faith : 
becauſe they are made urito us in Chriſt: 
they are In him as adjunQsin their ſab- 
Je&: we reſt upon the power and truth 
of Chriſt, for the obtaining of that 
good which is in the pfomiſes. Al tbe 
promiſes of God are in him yea, and in bim 
Amen, 2 Cor, 1. 20. He is mediate,or in 
the middle between the promiſes and 
hs: God makes the promiles, and Chriſt 
is his pledge and afſurance for the ac- 
come 


— a Oh  an® << a. RY 


- -= © am «©, wy 


oo = ==, pu px a. 


Mi AN 


to Beleevers, 209 


compliſhment of them : {c thar faith 
reſts on the promiſes of God , mediante 
Chbriſto,through themediation of Chriſt: 
and anon you ſhall fee what precious 
things thoſe promiſes are: in the meane 
while,we may conclude even from them 
likewiſe, that faith muſt needs be preci- 
ous , which hath ſuch precious pr 
and pillars to uphold it,God & Chriſt, 
and a ſure word of promiſe, all the 
wiſdome and power of the Father, and 
the Sonne, and the Spirit, all that they 
can doe to eſtabliſh and confirme their 
own word , and that is more then e- 
nough. | 
Laſtly, The preciouſnefſe of faith ap- 
peares from the nature, from the effeQs 
and workings of ic. The nature of it is 
piouſly ro know,and co afte& the things 
of God : to cleave unto God in Chritt, 
to reſt upon him for the obtaining of 
the promiſes. Faith joynes us to God, 
who is our life,in whom the lives of our 
foules are bound up, as facobs life was 
bound up in his darling Benjamins. 
Faith fillech the ſfoule with ſolace un- 
ſpeakable, with peace paſling all under- 
ſtanding, and with joy everlaſting. As 
bloud is in the veines, diſperhing it (elfe 
P into 
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into all parts of the body,ſo giving life 
and heate and continuall nouriſhment 
thereunto : ſuch is faith in the ſoule; it 
works upon all the affe&ions 5 ic ditfu- 
ſeth and ſheddeth abroad in our hearts 
the love of God in Chrift ; it attrats 
and draws our ſpirits to delight in no- 
thing more then in Chriſt; it entertain- 
eth the foule with feafis offarted things, 
and of wines refined ; it leadeth it into 
the wine-celxr; it invites us unto thoſe 
apples and þ:ggons of pleaſure, which 
Chrift harh prepared ; it ſweetens the 


cxolle ; it makes usto rejoycein tribula- 


tion, and that with joy unipeakobleand 
glortcus ; ic workes in us a childe-like 
confidence toward God , whereby wee 
approach boldly to him , crying, Abba, 
Fatber; ir cariieth the foule up to hea- 
ven, and giveth ravithing fights of God 
and Chriſt, and the joys of etcrnitie z 
it brings us into communion with God, 
whereby we have moſt intimate and fa- 
miliar conference with him; it brings us 
into his bed-chamber,into his galleries of 
love. In a word, itenlighteng, juſtifies, 
{anfifies, and fayes us for ever ; becauſe 


x Cor. 1. itlays hald on Jeſus Chriſt, who is made 
30. wo 8 of God, wiſdome , and righteouf- 


weſſe, 
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zeſſe, and ſanftification , and redemption, 
as the Apoſtle {aith. O how precious is 
faich, that hath ſuch wonderfull vertues 
and operations, as thele? how precigus 
alſo are thoſe graces, that flow from it, 
as love, and the feare of God, and hu- 
militie, and patience, and the like ? But 
above all the reſt, how precious is Jeſus 
Chciſt, and how highly co be eſteemed 
of, who hath beſtowed upon us ſuch 
precious,{uch royail, and fuch rich gifcs 
as theſe ? 

Thirdly , Confider likewiſe the pro- 
miſes of Chriſt ; theſe are alſo excced- 
ing great and precious, as they be cal- 
led, 2 Pet. 1. 4. Whercby are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promiſes,laith 
the Apoſtle, I confelle that by promiles 
he meanes the effc& of the premiles, or 
the things themſelves that are promi- 
ſed, which are of no ſmall value and 
worth ; and therfore the promifes them- 
ſelves are of go little weight and mo- 
ment. This will eafily appeare, if wee 
conſider _ 

The nature of the promiſer. 
The antiquity ct the promilcs. 
And the precious things , whick 
Fn.COMUing- 
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Firft, God, who hath promiſed, is by 
nature wiſe and powerfull, true and un- 
changeable. God is infinitely wiſe , he 
hath a profound reach ; his counſells 
are very deepe : even his fooliſhnefle is 
wiſer then men, as the Apoſtle faith: and 
he knows wayes beyond our imaginati- 
on and capacity , how to bring about 
his owne ends, and to accomplith his 
promiſes. He is alſo almighty to effet 


and bring to paſſe his defignes : he can 


doe above all that wee can either aske 
or rhinke. And againe, he is true and 
cannot lie, and therefore he is called 
the God of Amen by the Prophet,Eſ2.65. 
16. And laſtly, he is unchangeable; he 
cannot repent : there is no variableneſſe 


or ſhadow of turring with him:all theſe 
are the fulcra, the props and ſupporters 
of the promiſes, on which they ftand 
firme and ſure, and cannot fall to the 
ground. The faying is 
Pollicitis dives quilibet eſſe poteſt. 

Every man can be rich in his promiſes: 
even a beggar may be as rich as a King 
in promiſes : but all che queſtion and 
doubtis about the performance of they. 
Among men ir is frequently thus : they 
are facile and forward in making of pou 
h muies : 
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miſes : but they are ignorant cf the 
meanes how to tulfill them ; or if they 
know the way ; yer they want power 
and abilitie; or if they be both know- 
ing and able ; yet they want a will:they 
have a heart and a heart, as the Scrip- 
ture ſpeakes : they pretend, what chey 
never intend ; The children of men are 
deceitſull upon the ballances : or laſtly, 
though they know how to be as good 
as their word, though they can doe it ; 
yea though for the preſent they doe re- 
ally intend what they promiſe, yet 
Hulta cadunt inter ealicem ſupremaque 
labra. 
many things fall out between the por 
and the lip, as the proverbis ; they are 
fickle and inconftant , well inftruted 
how co play faſt and looſe, unftable as 
water, like Reuben : and fo their promi- 
ſes prove to be nothing worth : perhaps 
the fault may be in their intelle& and 


, Underitanding : though they be wiſe to 


day, yet after a while they may grow 
ſors and fooles, and fo know nor how 
to {teere their courſe, and to wheele a- 
bour their purpoſes 3 or perchance the 
default is in their hands : though they 
bein poſſibility of performing their pro- 

3 miles 
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miles to day,yet to marrow their armes 
ray be cut off, and they are lefc ſhife- 
leffe;or if not fo ; yer ictray be worlſe; 
the fault may lie in their aff:Aons; they 
may be honeſt now , and after a while 
diſhoneſt ; and fo fay, and unfay ; pro- 
miſe,and change their njindes. Thus fr 
is v.icth men oftentimes ; but with God 
it is not fo; heknows how to performe 
his premiles ; he is able ro make them 
pood ; and he is moſt true and faithfull 
in al! his pro'fions: yea he fs ever wiſe, 
ever powtrtu!!, ever tru?, ever the ſame, 
never altred or changzd in the left mea- 
ſure : how precious then and iweet are 
his promifts?and how lovely alſo oughe 
Chriſt to be, by whom weenjoy them ? 
PFhits much of the nature of the Pro- 
inffer. Ny 

SeconAMy, Conſider the antiquity of 

the protuiles. The maine and chicfe 
promiſe of Gud is thar which concern- 
eth eternall iff-, and this was made at 
the beginning of the world unto Adam, 
when God id, thit the ſeed of the wo- 
man ſhoula brezke the Serpents head : yea 
it was made before the world began, 
| Tit. 1.2, In hope of eternal lift ( faith the 
if Apoſtle ) which God that cannot lie, pro 
| miſed 
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wiſed before the world began. Here by the 
way we learne, that the promite being, 
betore all cime, it muft needs be abſo- 
lute and withour ali condition. Bur ler 
that paſſe. The queſtion is co whom 
that ſo ancient a promile was made ? 
when there was yet no world, nor any 
men created ro receive it, to whoin did 
God make it ? I anſwer., that ir was 
made to him that even then was ordat- 
ned to be our head and Mcdiatour.even 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,.the ecernali Sun 
of God. The Ele& are called the ſrade 
of Chrift , Eſa.53. 10 and bis children, 
Heb. 2. 13. Now as wee were in Adams 
loyns whea he tran{greſſed:1o as touchs 
ing the decree and countaile of Gods 
we were ( as I may ſay Jia the loynes of 
Chriſt from all eternity, and before-che 
world began : and fo the promiſe was 
made to him for us, or tous in bim be- 
fore all moments or meaſyyes of time. 
But you will aske mee perhaps where 
we finde ſuch a promiſe ? I anſwer, that 
wee have ſuch apromile, Pal. 2.7, 3.1 
will declare the decree : the Lord bath ſaid 


. unto me, Thou art my Soune, this day bave 


I begotten thee. Aske of me, and I ſhall give 
thee the beagben for thine inberit ance, and 
P 4 the 
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the ends of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. In 
chis Scripture marke two things. 

Firſt, That God the Father faith of 
his Sonne, this day bave IT begotten thee. 
And | this day | ſignifies both time and 
eternity. Time as touching the reſur- 
reftion of Chriſt from the dead : that 
was done in time , as you know ; and 
the Apoſtle applyes the words of the 
Pſalmiſt unto that very matter of Chriſts 
reſurrefion, AGs 13. 33. And to the 
fame purpoſe he is called elfewhere the 
firſt begotten of the dead. Againe | this 
day ]ignifies eternity. It is moſt certainly 
tO be beleeved , that God did beget his 
Sonne before all time, even from everla- 
ſting. There is a place to this purpoſe, 
Heb. 1, 4,5- where the Apoflle faith, 
that Chriſt hath a more excellent Name 
then the Angells ; becauſe God the Fa- 
ther ſaid of him, Thow art my Sorme, this 
day bave I begotten thee, which he never 
did ſay unto any of the Angells. And 
marke I pray, the Apoſtle faith, that 
Chrift obtained this more excellent 
name by inheritance, as being Gods na- 
tarall Sonne : apd therefore he had it 
from everlaſting. 

Secondly, In this day of eternitie ( if 
I 
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I may ſo call ic ) God makes unto his 
Sonne a promiſe of a Church to be ga- 
thered among the Heathen. This pro- 
miſe was ftipulated in the nature and 
manner of a decree : and all Gods de- 
crees are eternall,and co-etaneous wich 
himſelfe : moſt true is the theoreme of 
the Philoſopher 3; @ woluntate artiqus 
non procedit aio nova ©: from the anci- 
ent will ( he means from Gods will) 
there doth not proceed any new aCt. 
God doth not begin to will any thing ; 
he doth not will any thing afreſh; be- 
cauſe whatſoever he wills, from all e- 
rernitie he wilPd it : his will from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting is one moſt pure 
aud ſimple a& : it is ſomerimes called a 
decree: but yer in reſpe& of himlelte ic 
is no ſuch thing : for a decree ſuppo- 
ſech ſome intervall of time to be be- 
tween the purpoſe and the execution : 
and fo there is, I confeſſe, in reſpe& of 
us: but to God it is not fo; for he is 
without afl predicament of cinie:one day 
35 as a 1000 yeares, and a thouſand ears as 
one day with him : thoſe things that are 
paſt and co come with us, are eternally 
preſent with him. But co come to the 
"aint. Though the counſells of God 
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be not. properly decr-es in reſpe&t of 
himſelte, for che reaſon before ailed- 
ged : yet they are from eternitie, and 
that is. the thing that we drive at, The 
foremencioned decree of gathering 2 
Church from among the Heathen, was 
made when the Sonne of God was be- 
g0tten : and he was begotten of old 
from everlaſting, as we have prooved. 
And it was got onely a decree , bue a 
promiſe alſo ; it runnes plainly in the 
forme and tenor of a promiſe : Acke of 
me, and I will give thee the beathen for 
thine inherit ance, and the ends of the earth 
for #by poſſeſon. 

Now then conitder ; how precious is 
that promiſe that was made in a-fami- 
liar parlie and conference between the 
Father avd the Sonine from all eterni- 
ty ? Chcift was foreſeene and ordained 
even of old to be our eeoirys, or Me- 
diator : upon thisgrouzd Gud makes 
even then a gracious promite to him for 
us; a promife of giving us to him, and 
conſequently: of giving us eternall life 
through him, So that bere wee have 
plainly the reaſon why the Apoſtle 
ſaith, that God promiſed eternall life be- 
fore the world began ? Namely, becauſe 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt was even then in the countell 
and purpoſe of God our Mediatour. 
And hence in another place, he faith, 
that the grace of God, whereby wee are cal- 
led with an holy calling, and conſequent- 
ly everlaſtingly ſaved , was given 14 it 
Cbriſt Fefus before the world began, 2Tim. 
I. 9. Chriſt Jefas was even then lookc 
upon as our Redeemer : God ſtipulates 
and promifes to him ; and he againe re- 
ſtipulates to undertake for us. Certain- 
ly chen the promiſe of erernall life muft 
needs be cxceeding precious, being the 
ſubſtance of that Dialogue ( as I may 
fay ) and communication , which paſ- 
ſed berween ehe Father and the Sonne 
before the world was created. And if 
that great promiſe be fo ancient, then 
queſtionlefſe fo are all promites : be- 
cauſe erernall life doth eminently con- 
raine in it all other bleſſings, juſt as the 
heaven of heavens doth alt inferiour 
parts of the world. Now how ſhould 
the canſideration of this ſtirre up our 
hearts to love Fefus Chriſt, who re- 
ceived promiſes for us, not onely be- 
fore wee out felves were, but even be- 
fore there was any time, or creature 


made. 
Thicdly, 
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Thirdly,Confider the precious things | © 


that are couched inthe promiſes, and C 
they appertaine cicher co temporall life, be 
or to ſpiritua}l grace, or to eternall di 


ory. 
Firſt, Great and precious are the 
promiſes , which doe appertaine unto hi 
this life. Godlineſſe ( faith the Apoſtle) th 
bath the promiſe of this life , as well as of NE 
that which #s to come. And even in this hi 
reſpe&, God bath promiſed never to leave tc 
*s, 2257 forſake 5, Heb. 13.5. There are w 
in this place no l«fſe then five negatives p! 
to ſtrengthen and confirme our faith in NI 
ehe truwch of the promiſe ; & pn, wh ' 6 
wi 3 a3 if he ſhould have faid, 1 will in 
no wiſe whatſoever come of it at any 
time forſake thee z mine eye ſhall be {till 
upon thee, and I will watch over thee 
for good continually. And marke, I 
pray, what the Prophet ſaith, Efa. 63. 
9. In all their sffliitions be was affiited, 
and the Angel of bus preſence ſaved them, 
#n bis love and in his pitie bee redeemed 
then:, and carried them all tbe dayes of old. 
The place may be read interrogatively 
thus, Was be not affiiied ? &c, That is, 
did he not take ro heart the wrongs 
done to his people in A7ypt ? Was not 
; Chriſt 
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Chriſt the Angel of Gods preſence their 
CondaQtor and Saviour ? Did bee not 
beare them, as a tender Mother or Nurſe 
doth her young childe? Did he not car- 
ry them as the Exgle doth her broode, with 
ſach care, that ſhee her ſe]te may not 
hurt them, and at ſuch a heighc, as c- 
thers may not reach them ?' In ſuch 
manner doth Chrift for ever prote& 
his people. In Zecb. 2. 5. he promiſes 
to be @ wall of fire round about them : 
where the Holy-Ghoſt alluderh to the 
praQtice of Travailers in the Wilder- 
nefſe, who by ſurrounding themſelves 
with a fire, did thereby fray away the 
wilde beaſts, and kept them off from 
annoying them : now ſach-a defence 
will Chrift be unto his Saints ; he will 
be wich them in moſt deadly dangers, 
When they paſſe through the water , and 
when they walke tbrongh tbe fire, Ela. 43- 
2. Fire and water are two moſt devour- 
ing elements, good ſervants , but bad 
maſters, as we ſay ; and therefore here 
they are put for all other perilous and 
dangerous kindes: Chriſt will fave and 
deliver his people from them all. Wee 
reade, Dar. 3. 25. that the three Chil- 
dren were caſt into the fiery _ 
ut 
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But what faid the Tyrant ? TI ſee fomre 
( faith he?) and the faxrth is luke the Sonne 
of God: and in all probabilide ic way 
ſo; ic being uſuall under the old Tefſta- 
ment for Chriſt, upon ſome weightie 
occafions ro appeare in humane ſhape. 
Thus Chriſt will be with his people in 
the furnace of affliion ; and either be 
will provide that it ſhall not be over- 
heate, or elſe he will worke a miracle 
to reftraine the power of the flames : 
he will both preſerve them in, and de- 
liver chem Que of trouble : he will 
ſanQive atTiRion, that it ſhall prove a 
very bleſling and mercy to them. 
Secondly, Great allo and precious 
are the promiſes, which appercaine un- 
to ſpicituall grace : The Apoſtle ſaith, 
That by bem we partake of the divine or 
godly nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4 He doth not 
weane it of the efſence or ſubſtance of 
Gad,as ſome of the Heathen conceited, 
affirming man to be eure divine parti-. 
cula, a little piece of the divine Spirit : 
Thus did the Plztonicks dreame, and al- 
ſo the Munichees and Priſcilliznifts : not 
ſo, I fay ; for the effence of God is in- 
communicabie : but wee are to ynder- 
ſtand It of the graces of the Spirit, 
whereby 
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whereby the image of God is ſtampe 

aine and reſtored in man : rherefore 
the Apoſtle doth not call ir 9«&niJe, thas 
is, the efſentiall nature of Ged. : but 
Sczy query, the godly nature 3 as if he 
had-exprefied it in one word , 34:7y7ra, 
Saizjthood, or a nature approaching tb 
Gods, reſembling and like unto Gods. 
So that Belcevers through Chriſt have 
in their ſoules a lively image and repre- 
ſentation of the perfeQions, of the ver- 
rues, and of the life of God : according 
to that of the Apoſtle, Colof. + 10. Aud 
bave put on the new man, which # renexp= 
ed in knowledge, after the image of bim 
that created bim : he puts knowledge, 
which is the incipient part of regenera- 
tion, for the whole , including under 
that both holinefle and rightecuſneſle. 
And anſwering to this is that precious 
promiſe, Eſ2. 65. 17. where the Lord 
ſaith, That be mill make new beanens, and 
a new earth : Þ his is meant cf the ſpiri- 


tuall excellency of the Church, in re- 
gard both of..dofrine, of diſcipline, 


- andof life:and therefore it bolds forth a 


promiſe concernirg the renewing of the 


+ foule by the Spirit of the Lord : where 


doQtineis ſcund,diſciplige wholeſome, 


and 
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and life holy, there are new Heavens 
and a newearth,as I may ſay, and there 
the ſoule is become a new creature by 
the ſan&ifying Spirit of God. 

Laſtly , great and precious alſo are 
the promiſes appertaining to eternall 
glory : they containe in them that hea- 
venly inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
where they ſhall have blefſed communi- 
on with God, with Chriſt, wich the Ho- 
ly Spirit, with ele& Angels , and with 
one another for ever : where they ſhall 
have the quinteffence of all good things, 
the ſweerneffe of all Mercy and conſo- 
lation : where they ſhall have the ſplen- 
dour and bright rayes of everlaſting ho- 
nour ; where after this life ( and this 
life is but a bubble, a ſmoake, a wind, 
a ſhadow) they ſhall bave that unutte- 
rable &immortall Crowne of glory ſer 
upon their heads, which Chrcift hath 
promiſed : in a word, where they fhall 
have totum quod volunt , & nibil quod 
nolunt , all that they would have, and 
nothing that they would not have. 
Hence tis, that the Golpel, which hol- 
deth forth the promiſe of theſe things, 
is termed glorious, and the miniſtration 
thereof likewiſe glorious, And therefore 


as 
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as the Apoſtle makes the compariſon 
between = 4 Law and the Goſpel: if ebe 
miniſtration of death and condemnation be 
glorious (faith he) how ſball not the mi- 
niſtration of the Spirit and of righteouſneſſe 
be rather glorious ? (ſo may I lay : if the 
glory of Chriſt be ſo ſplendent and (tj- 
ning , ſo attra&ive and alluring even in 
the promiſe and expeCtation of it : 
what then will it be in the full fruition 
and enjoyment thereof ? if fo excellent 
and ſurpaſſing at a diſtance,and through 
the lattice, as I may fay : what will it 
be in the neereſt touch and viſion there- 
of, when wee ſhall come our ſelves to 
participate of that glory ? Now wee ſee 
but in « glaſſe darkely , ſaith the Apoftle, 
I Cor. 13. 12. that is, here wee ſee God 
bur as we ſee our owne Image in a glafle, 
and not the very faceit ſelfe ; here wee 
ſee him by a kinde of refleQtion, and at 
ſecond hand, as I may ſay, in the Or- 
dinances, in the creatures, and ſuch like 
dimme repreſentations, which at the 
fartheſt are in ſome ſenſe znigmaticall, 
full of intricacy and obſcuricy. But then 
wee ſhall ſeeGod face to face ; and then 
we ſhall know him, as we our ſelves are 
knowne by him , chat is to ſay, perfe&- 
Q. 
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ly ;. I meane with ſuch a perfeQion as 
aglorih:d ereatuteis capable of. Thus | 
haye Iſhzwed unto you what excellent | #2 
and precious things are contained in the 
Promiſes” for 'our ſoules , and for our | 9, 
bodies, for this life and for the life to 
come tor ever: 6 then how much more | 
precious and excellent, how much more 
to be delired. and longed for is Jeſus 
Chriſt, by whom ſo manifold and un- JÞis 
ſpeakeable bleſſings are conveyed unto 7” 
ue ! 8 : 

_ Fourthly,, Chriſt hath beſtowed up- [* 
Beleeyers Procigus love , and precious it 
18, becaufe- Tofinite. | 
| Gracious. 

Liberall. 

_, Everlaſting. 

_ Firſt, the love of Chriſt anto his! 
Saints is infinite and unmeaſurable : it 
is beyond all imagination or concepti- $ 
on. As tbe Father bath loved me, ſo have 
T lrved you, faith Chriſt, Job. 15. 9. Now 
who can underſtand with what love the" 
Father hath embraced his Sonne ? who 
can dive into the bottomeleſſe depth off 
that render affeRion, which the infinite}'® 
God b-areth unco Chriſt ? no more can} 
weedefige and fully ſet foith what _ 

ye 
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as | loveof Chriſt unto his Saints is? The 
hus | Apoſtle indeed would have the Epheſ#- 
Hent | 427 able to comprehend with all Saints, the 
\ the | Freadtb, and length, the depth and beigbt 
our þ of the love of God in Chriſt: but yer for 
- to [all that hee concludes, that ir paſſeth 
nore | kzowledge, Epbeſ. 3.18. 19. 
nore | Secondly, Chrifſts love is a gracious 
Jeſus [!ove- Thar which the Lord ſpeakes by 
" un- {bis Prophet concerning Feruſalem, may 
anto Ifidy be applyed co all his people. When 
] paſſed by thee and ſzw thee polluted or tro- 
den under foot , as the word ſignifieth ) 
$2 thine owne bloud,, I ſaid unto thee live. 
tat is,(as we afe'to apply it ſpiritually) 
when we were in our naturall filthineſſe 
and uncleanenefle, which we drew from 
pur firſt Parents, God loved us freely, 
-o his 2d not for our worth or merit; not 
le : it $or our beautie or comelineſſe : wee had 
cepti- $0 worth in us, nor no beauty upon us: 
: yet he TIoved us, and ſaid unto us live, 
hatis, hemadeus to live fpiricually; 
he did put the life of grace into us : he 
did breath into the noſtrilſs of our 
oules (as I may (ay) the breath of hea- 
mly life : his ſaying in ebis new Cre- 
ation was as his Gaying was in the firſt 
reation of all things : he did biit ſpeak 
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the word, and k was done. Againe, he 
addes in the forementioned Prophetie, 
verſe the eight, Iſpread my skgrt over thee. 


He alludeth to a cuſtome or Ceremony 


of the Fewes, whereby at Mariages, the 
Hasband in token of his Interett and 
propriety , and alſo as a pledge of. kis 
moſt tender love and endeared affe&ion 
to his wife , did cover her with a lappe 
or skirt of his garment: now this ma- 
trimoniall rite was a figure of the merit 
of Chriſt , who hath by his righteoul- 
neſſe covered all our finnes and tranf- 
greſſions , veiled all our filthinefſe and 
lations ,. and hid all our ſpirituall na- 
ednefſe, and deformities, and that moſt 
freely, moſt graciouſly, moſt undeler- 
vedly , according to that Hoſea 14. 4 
I will heale their back-ſliding ; Twill love 
them freely. 
Thirdly, Chriſtslove to his Saints is 
a liberall love, 'a munificent, a magnifi- 
cent and bountifull love: this appeares 
plainely by thoſe hard and bitter things, 
that he underwent for us, Philip, 2. 7. 
the Apoſtle faith, that be made bimſelfe of 
20 reputation : be tooke upon him the farme 
of a ſervant , and was made in the likeneſſe, 
or babit of men. The originall word in 
the 
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the place fignifieth, that he emptied him- 
ſelfe, or redegze ſe alnibilum, he brought 
himſelfe, as it were to n« thing : he de- 
veſted and Bript himfelfe of the robes 
of Divine Majeſty , laying them , his 
Throne, his Crowne , and his Scepter 
of Glory afidefor a while. Through the 
extremity of his agony his body did 
ſweat drops of bloud : he did exhauſt 
ſuch an infinitely rich and precious trea- 
ſure , agall Heaven andearthcould not 
recompenſe and make up againe. Ir is 
reported of the Pelzean , that the open 

eth her breaſt with her bill, and feederh 
her young ones with the bloud giftil- 
ling from her 2 and therefore ( faich 
mine Author ) the Egyptians did make 
that kinde an hieroglyphick of Piety 
and pitie , and upon that conſideration 
they ſpared them at their Tables. Now 
this creature is a lively piQture and Em- 
bleme of Chriſt : he parted with thar, 
which was moſt deare unto him; the 
foule in his body , the bloud in his 
veines, and ( which was more then all 
the reſt) the ſweet and raviſhing appre- 
henſions of his Fathers love eclipſed, 
and darkned in his agonies, and ſo to- 
tally ec'ipſed , that he cryed out with 
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aloud yoyce, my God, my God, why 
haſt thou torlaken me? Ard all this he 
did in his infinite pitie and love to us : 
the Apoitle faich, that he loved bis Charch 
and gave bimſelfe for it, Ephel. 5. 26. 
Laſtly, Chriſts love is ecernall and <c- 
verlaſting : ;a love that never decayes or 
waxeth cold.; like the ſtone Aſbeſtos, of 
which 1 read in Solings , that being 
once hot, it can * never be cooled again, 
The Jove of Chriſt is like ,a Fountaine 
ever flowing, and never dried up : orf- 
Ike the-ſacred lire, which never went 
out. 1 bave loved thee with an eperlaſiing 
love , ſaichhe, Jer. 31. 3. and ia ano- 
ther place, 41h everlaſting kindneſſe will 
I bave rgercy.upon.thee. Though the Saints 
offend Chrilt.qtten , yer.be loves them 
ſtill : be ogely purges them and heales 
them of their (piricuallmulagies, which 
cannot be done withour ſome ſmare: 
bur he doth nor a whit lefſoun, or detra 
his love from them, Though his people 
come upon 'him.every day for new fa- 
yours and new {upplies ; yet his goods» 
will is neyer wearied or tired out : yea 
though thouſands, millions of his Saints 
preſiz upon him ar once ; ;yer hee hath 
tor them all, and the Founcaine of his 
love 
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love is ner gmpti ey tie Matier 
of the Poet very wel]; oe 4 Icon- 
felle his verſe be ſymeching jiggith and 
toying. 

» Sumit unus, ſnmunt mille ; 
Suzntnp iſti, tapt: ee: 

Neque ſumpais. 4 fumitur. 

Oae Belzever drawes water.of ite,and 
ſupply of all neediy!} bleflings yur of 
this well of ſalvation 3. and a thouiland _ 
lize gracious ſoules dyc-che' like ; and 
the one drawes as much as the chuy- 
ſand : and yer the.wzli is nevcr dra 
dcie. Naw chen- a.litle, co recapituglyre. 

If thelave of Chciſt nga his Salas be 
ratylee boundlefſc and unacifurgble, it 

- graciquz, free, and undef-rval, it 


: che libecall, rich, and bou; witli, Lalt- 


ly, if ic baetsruall, everlaſting, aud ue- 


ver decaying, 6 what awhetitonethayl.l 


this be to our atfeftions , what a {pure 
"ro our Spirits, and what a 


ellowes wo 
blow up, and kindl- the fice of our love 
to Chrilt ? noching doth more conci- 
liate and attraRloye, chen loye ic (cle: 
it were horrible ingratefuluell: not to 
ſpend , py BL [penc { as the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes) for one that hai loved us fo 
much as Chcilt hath dane : c2itainely ir 


Q 4 loye 


232 Thepreciouſneſſe of Chriſt 
love doe not draw. us unto him , no- 
thing will. The a&s of Chriſts love are 
the cords wherewith he drawes ſoules 
unto himſeife. I drew them with 1be cords 
of a man, with bands of love , ſaith hee, 
Hoſea, 11. 4- andin another place, with 
loving kindneſſe bave I drarone ihee*, 'Tis 
an Argument then , rhat wee are not 
drawneatall, if love doe not effe@ ic. 
Fiftly, Chriſt beftowes upon Belee- 
yers his precious Spirit. This is that, 
which Chriſt worn to his Diſciples, 
Fob. 14.26. The comforter , which i tbe 
Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in 


" myname (faith Chriſt ) he ſhall reach you 


all things, &xc, Now let us conſider how 
excellent the Spirit is, in all the work- 
ings of it upon our hearts, and then we 
ſhall ſee whata precious and lovely gift 
thisis. _ 

The Spiric of ' Chriſt ' doth theſe 
things. * | 
Ic illuminates our minde. 
IcfanRifes our natures. 

I: ſeales our adoprion, 

Firſt of all, the Spicir of Chriſt doth 
i!luminate the mind ana underftanding : 
it opens the windowes of the ſoule , as 
I may ſay, aid fets up a cew Light in 
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it: it brings inlight upon light. Even by 
nature men have ſome Light, ſuch as 
itis: by Artand induftry they acquire 
more : bur the ſaving Light of the Spi- 
ritof Chrift farre excelleth all that of 
the naturall man, as the Light of the 
Sunne doth the light the Moone, or as 
the Light of ſeven dayes doth the lighc 
of one: hence is that Spirit by an excel- 
lency called the Spirit of wiſdome and wn- 
derſtanding : andit is ſaid to lead us and 
to guide 5 into all truth , Job. 14, 16. 1 
b zve many things ((aith Chriſt) to ſay wn- 
to you : but you cannot beare them now : 
but when the ſpirit cometh ; be ſhall lead you 
znto all truth, thatis, he ſhall open your 
underſtandings, he (hall enlarge your 
capacities , and ſhall make you able to 
comprehend thoſe Divine and heavenly 
Myſteries of the Kingdome of God, 
which ſhall bediſpenced unto you. Tee 
have an union from the Holy one ( faith 
the Apoſtle) and yee know all things, 1 
Fob. 2.20, The Holy one here ſpoken 
of is the whole Trinity, God the Father, 
the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoſt : the 
unCtion is not the Spirit it ſelte : but a 
thing different from the eſſence and ſub- 
ſtance thereof : viz. the grace of ilumi- 

| nation 
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ation and ſaving Knowledge , wherc- 
wich the eyes of our miads heing anoin- 
ted as wich an uaRion , wee come to 
knaw all chings, not abſolutely, and 
omaiſciently , as God doth : but to 
know all things that are needtull to be 
knowne unto ſalvation. Aad hence in 
the 27. veiſe, the fame anoynting is laid 
to teach #5, aud that wee need nv.other 
teaching, bur thar :-it is called eze-ſalve, 
Renel. 3.18. 

Secondly, the Spirit of Chriſt fantti- 
fieth the hearts and natuies of Beleevers, 
whereby they are really changed from 
the filchineſle of ſane uaco the purity of 
Gods Image; that as Chriſt himlſelfe is 
holy, ſo are they in ſome meaſure by an 
.tnhecenc holineſle ; theic love and their 
hatred; their joy and their ſorrow , all 
theic paſſions and atfcCtions , are nor 
tuch as. they, were bztore., bur they are 
quite alzred and changed, new-moulded 
aud falhioned , made after Gods ownz 
.heart, and confarmed co his, holy will. 
This isthe bleſſed worke of che Spirit : 
We are ſandiftcd through the Spirit and be- 


Teefe of the truth , -(aith the Apoltle, 


2 Theſſ. 2.13. The Spicitis principal in 


ſtamping the Hnage of Gud upon the 


ſoule: 
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ſoule: the Spirit ic is that doth convey 
the efficacie of Chriſts death and bloud 
unto-us. Hence ic is called in Scripture 
wind, fire, water, and the like. 

Firſt, itis a winde. Awake 0 North, 
and come thou South, Cant. 4. 16. and 
that for theſe;reaſons. As wind allayeth 
heate : ſo the ſanRifying Spirit of God 
aſſwageth hot and burning diſtempers 
in the ſoule ; ic ſuppreſſes inordinate and 
laſtfull deſires, moderating all our affe- 
Ctiors, and keeping them in a gocd tem- 
per. Againe,as wind purges the aire, and _ 
dries up ſuperfluous moytture in the 2 
eaxth : ſo the Spiric purgeth our corrupt 
natures , and dries up.the excrementi- 
ous humoucsof tinne , which are Ene- | 
mies to ſpicituall -health. Alſo * as the * Faven>'} 
wind is a great fru&her , cauſing the the Þ} 
fruits of the earth to ſpring our : ſo the \* ” E 
Spirit of God makes that ſoule , which = han” 7 | 
naturally isas a barren and dry wilder- /zycq4, | 
nefſe, no plants of grace growing in it 3 from'che- 
bur the weeds of linne rankling every riſhing of 
where, to bz a fruicſull and flouriſbing #r2is and 
garden, where Chrilt delights co walke 9-* 


things, 


his trees of Righteoulneſle doe ſpread, 
aud bloſſome, and beare moſt pleaſanc 
fruit. 
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fruit, When the wind of the Spirit doth 
blow upon the garden of the ſoule, 
then the ſpices of grace flow out : then 
Chriſt may come into his garden and 
eate his delicious fruits of union and 
SanQification. The ſogle is not now an 
emptie vine , neither doth it beare wilde 
grapes ; it doth not beare grapes of gall 
and bicter cluſters, but fruites of Righ- 
reouſneſſe and holinefſe, moſt ſweet and 
well reliſhing, moſt pleaſing and accep- 
table ro Chriſt. 

Againe, the wind is aquickning and 
enlivening thing : the breath of every li- 
ving creature is a winde : Come from the 
foure winds 6 lgeath , and breath upon 
tbeſe ſlzine, that they may live , Gaith the 
Prophet , Ezck. 37. 9. Now ſuch is the 
Spirit of God alſo : ic raiſeth up the 
ſoule from the death of finne, and puts 
the life of grace intoit : ic ers us upon 
our feet and makes us to walke before 
God in the Light, and in the land of the 
living. 

Laſily, As the winde is not in the 
power of any man, zt bloweth where it 
lifteth , as our Saviour ſaith ; and it is 
impoſlible to hide ic, Prov.27.16. Sothe 
Spirit of regeneration is not at the ar- 
bitrement, 
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bitrement, will , and diſpoſing of any 
creature : but it is ſ#i jw, at its owne 
choice and difpofing, at its own plea- 
ſure, when , where , and how it will 
breath and diſpenſe grace : . Of bis owne 
will begat he us with the word of truth, 
faith the Apoſtle, Jam. 1. 18. 

Secondly, the Spirit of ſanQification 
is alſo called fire in the Scriptures; He 
ſhalt baptize you with the Holy-Ghoſt, and 
with fire , Mar. 3. x1. Ic reſembles fire 
in the purging property thereof ; as fire 
is a great purger, —— and draw- 
ing corrupt aires to i ſelfe, fegregati 
& Fans pure ſubſtances from Sl 
as wee ſee in theerying of gold and fil- 
ver: ſo doth the fire of the Spirit draw 
away from our ſoules all peſtilent and 
infeftious ſents of ſinne, and by little 
and lictle purges away all the drofle of 
our corruptions. 

Againe, The Spirit reſembles fire in 
the conſuming property thereof : fice 
purgeth onely , when ic meets with a 
ſubſtance that can endure it: but when 
it lights upon combuſtible matter, then 
it waſts and conſumes : fo the fire of 
the Spirit doth no more then purge the 
hearts of the EleQt:yet it waſts _ con- 
umes 
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ſames their lufts, becauſe they be things 
to be waſted and aboliſhed. 


. Laſtly, The Spirit of grace reſembles 


fire in the aflimilating property thereof: 
fire turns other things that are approxi- 
mate into its'owne nature : it makes 
things hot, as ic ſelfe is hot : it propa- 
gates and ſpreads it felfc, increafing its 
own flames by licking up and catching 
in other things to it felte : ſo the fanQi- 
fying Spirit of God doth fire our hearts 
and affeQtions, heating them with his 
own heate,kindling chem with his own 
ſacred ſparkes, aflimilating and making 


vs like unto himſelfe : holy as he is ho-- 


ly, pure as he is pure, and perfeQ, as he 


is perfe&. The ſoule being aGed and 


wrought upon by the Spirit, is changed 
into the fame glory, and becomes ſpiri- 
tnall like it felfe. Wee know that a pa- 
per will ſmell of the muske or civet that 
ieput in it: ſoa ſoule endued with the 
Spiric of grace, cannot bur become gra- 
cjous : it muſt have the fame ſavour,the 
ſame odoriferons and pleafing ſent that 
the Spirit ic felfe hath. | 
- Thirdly, The precious Spirit, which 
Chriſt bettows upon his Saints,is called 
water alſo ; becauſe as water waſbeth 
away 
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that Spiric the uncleanneffes of the ſoule, 
And apaine, as water hath a ſoftning 
and ſuppling vertue wich it : ſo the gra- 
cious Spirit of Chriſt doth mollifie and 
ſoften hard hearts ; making them ofim- 
penetrable and inſenfible ro become bro- 
ken and contrite, of ſtubborne and fro- 
ward, to be flexible and pliable unto 
Gods holy will : fo that though they 
were before like Leviathans heart, as 
hard as a piece of the neither milſtone; 
yet now they can tremble atjudpements, 
ſubmit to commands, and be glad to 
cloſe with the promiſes of Chrift, Thus 
you fee that the Spiric which Chriſt be- 
ſtows upon his Saints, is a ſanCifying, 
a purging a regenerating, and a renew- 
ing Spirit. 

Laſtly, This Spirit ſealeth our adop- 
tion, our filiation or ſon-ſhip nnto us. 
By adoption wee are received into the 
number of the ſonnes of God ; and by 
the Spirit of Chrift we come to be afſu- 
red of this prerogative. The Spirit of 
God feales up our ſalvation and blefſed 
ſtate unto us : The Apoſtle ſaith, That 
God bath ſealed ms and given us the ear- 
neſt of the Spirit int our bearts, 2 Cor. 1. 
22, 


239 
away the filthineſſe of the fleſh ; ſo doth: 
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22. He hath given us the earneſt of his 
Spirit for the affarance of our heavenly 
inheritance. The Apoſtles manner of 
ſpeaking is taken from the cuſtome of 
men, who to aſſure and confirme others 
in the truth of their promiſes and co- 


| venants, are wont to ſec their ſeale to 


bills and bonds , and ſuch like inſtru- 
ments : ſo God ſets his ſale to all his 
promiſes,and to the covenant of grace , 
which he hath plighted with us, by gi- 
ving us his holy Spirit to renew us, to 
imprint his image upon our ſoules, and 
to beare witnefſe within us, that we are 
his children, and conſequently heires of 
life and glory everlaſting. Now this Spi- 
ric is expreſly called the Spirit of the Son, 
Gal. 4.6. Becauſe the Holy-Ghoſt ſea- 
leth up our adoption in Chriſt : ſo that 
chrough Chriſt ic is made ſure unto us. 
Let us now ſumme up all which hath 
been ſaid of this gitc : if Chriſt hath nor 
withheld his gracious Spiric from us, 
but hath given even that unto us, to en- 
lighten us, to ſanGifie us, and to affure 
us of our adoption and ſalvation:where 
can we finde greater fayour then this ? 
and where ſhould our mindes be lifted 
up iato the opinion of any thing more 


then 
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then of Chriſt ? Doubtleſſe, the giver of 
ſuch @-precious gift , oughe himſelfe to 
be much more precious unto us. If wee 
make great account of che gift, much 


mgre ought we moſt highly co eſteeme 
of the beſtower of it. 


Laſtly, Chrift beſtowes upon Belee- Mor. 6. 


vers precious priviledges : and they are 
many : but I will fpeake encly of cheſe 
wo. 

Acceſſe tothe throne of grace. 

Good ſuccelle of our prayers. 

Firſt, Beleevers have bleſſed acceſle ; 
Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace 
(ſaith the Apoſtle ) that wee may obtazne 
mercy, and finde grace ta belpe in time of 
need, Heb. 4. 16. The Apoſtles phraſe is 
utlz Tap'p'roias, a word which fignifieth 
libertie of ſpeech, and boldneffe of face, 
whena man intrepidly and undaunted- 
ly utters his minde before great ones, 
without bluſhing, without weakneffe of 
heart, without ſhaking of his voyce, 
without haluccination , imperſeQion 
and falcring in fpeech ; when neicher 
majeſty nor authority can take off his 
courage, ſo as to ſtop his mouth, and 
make him affraid to ſpeake. With ſuch 
ſpirits would the _—_ have us to 

come 


come unto God by prayer :, wee muſt | 


* Toves them mcſt tenderly and dearely : 


_ — mT ; 
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come with parefie , with confidence of 


heart, and treedome of ſpeech. This 1s | 


a fruite of our acceſſe co the thronk of 
grace, to which doubtleſſe the Apbfits 
would never have exhorted us , if wee 
were not blefſed with ſuch a privi- 
ledges 

Apaine, A like exhortation wee have 
Heb. 10. 22. Let #5 draw neare with 4 
irue heart, i» mangopopia Ticeas, in full 'of- 
furance of faith , that is, in ſtedfaſtneſſe 
of faith , without wavering , withoue 
dcubring. The Apoſtle meanes it of our 
full :ftrance of Gods favour, and ac- 
ceptance cf cur perſons in Chrift. In 
the Law the high Prieſt going into the 
SanQuary, did beare upon his ſhoul- 
ders, and in his peQorall or breftplare, 
the names of the twelve Tribes of Iſrael. 
Now this figures unto us the great love 
that Chrift beares unto his people: he 
hath them alwayes at his heart ; hee 


he beares them alſo upon the ſhoulders 


of his mighty prote Qion,carrying them 
a!cſt cut cf the reach cf all adverſary 
pcwer, Ard he is gene into the hea- 
ven!y SznCtuary with Vrim and Thum- 

man, 
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mim, with the names of his people upon © 
his breaft , for a memoriall before the 
Lord continnally : ſo that now through 
his mediation we may draw neare unto 
God in plerophorie, and full affurance 
of faith : nothing doubting but chat 
God will for his fake accepr both of 
our perſons and of our prayers. 
Secondly, Beleevers have not onely 
accefſe to God , but alſo good ſuccefle 
of all their ſuites and petitions , which 
they put up unto him. Chriſt by his 
office of mediation and interceſſion, is 
an advocate for his people, and doth in 
his own perſon appeare before God for 
them: he takes upon himſelfe their {uice 
and their cauſe, as an Advocate in Law 
doth his Clients. Hence is that exceed- 
ing ſweet and conſolatory promiſe of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Fob. 2. 1,2. If any man 
finme ( faith he) wee have an Adwecate 
with the Father , Jeſus Chriſt the righte- 
ous, and be v5 the propitiation for our ſins, 
Here is never a word, but hath ſweet- 
neſſe in ir. Marke, I pray ; firſt he ſaich, 
If any man ſinne ;, not as though there 
were ſome that did not \inne : for that 
this very Apoſtle bears againſt expreſly 
tn the end of the firſt Chapter;bur _ 
R 2 | 
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he faith, 1/ any man, he ſpeakes cordiall 


things, he ſpeaks to the heart and com- | 


fort of ſinners, (hewing that with God 
there is no accepting of perſons; bur all 
without exception of any for. exteriour 
adjun&s and qualities, doe finde grace 
in his fight through Chriſt : this is 
plainly the inference of the indefinite 
particie, Any. 


Secondly, He ſaith, That wee bave an | 
. Advocate : an Advocate is a foren(icall 
word, and it ſignifieth properly one | 


- 
- 
5 


: 


that is called to, or afſumed as an Afſi- | 
ſanr, as a friend,as an helper, as an In- | 


tercefſor : ſuch Advocates did guiltie | 


ones among, the Greeks and Romans 
aſſume to themſelves. Now fuch an Ad- 
vocate is Chriſt unto us : he is our Pa- 
tron, he is our ſpokeſ-man, he it is that 
pleadeth our cauſe for us ; he it is thar 
by the merite of his expiation doth in- 
treat for us. The Devill is called our 
*Aplid ixos, our Adverſary, another Law- 
terre, 1 Pez.5.8, he Jays in hard againſt 
us; and therefore he is elſewhere called 
the Accuſer of the Brethren : and puiltie 
we are too : but Chriſt is our Tagaxarſes, 
our Advocate, and he intreats the Judge 
for us: he ynplores mercy and clemen- 
Cy for us. Third- 
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Thirdly, The Apoſtle faith, that wee 


have an Alvncate with the Father; with 
him titl at his right hand : fo wich 
him,that he is his own natucall Svnne: 
{> with him , that he needs bur onely 
ſhew himfelfefor us,and without ſpeak- 
ing any word wee are accepted. At that 
day ( namely at that day when I ſhall be 
aſcended into heaven ) yee ſhall ache in 
my Name (faich Chriſt ) andT fay not ni- 
t9 you, that T wilt pray the Father for you: 
for the Father himfelfe loveth yaw ; becauſe 
yee have loved mee, and have beleeved, that 
I c2me ont from God, Joh. 16. 26, 27. In 
theſe words Chriſt bids us not fo ro 
depend and hang upon him, as to have 
no confidence in God the t ather, as if 
he were angry with us,and did not love 
us. Chriſt is fo an Advacate wh the 
Father, as that the Father is made ours 
fully and perfeQtly : and fo the eager 
and malicious adverſary can doe n0- 
ting againſt us. 

Fourthly, Oar. AJvocate is Jeſus, a 
moſt ſweet and heart-refreſhing name 3 
it tipnifieth a Saviour ; one that doth 
not 'onely increate for us, but perfectly 
ſav2 us: other Alyocates may intreate, 
and not prevaile ; bur Chriſt increaces 

K-22 and 
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and Prevailes ; and fo ſaves his people 
from their hnnes. . 


Fikly, He is called Chriſt; there's an 


addition and increaſe of comfort in this 
name it lignitics anointed, Chriſt was 
cnnimeed co be our Prophet, to ſhew 
us the waics of life and faivation'; he 
was anointed. to be our Prieſt, ro offer 
a reconciling ſacrifice tor us. And he 
was alſo anoibted to be our King, to 
proteCt us, and to deſtroy all wur enc- 
mies, 

Sixtly, Oar Advocate is called the 
Righteous, by an eminency , none fo 
righteous as he: he is perk Gly righte= 
ous : ſo that he needs nor, as other Ad- 
vocates, to plead for himſelie : he plea» 
deth onely tor us : and he muſt needs 
have good ſuccefle in his pleading ; be- 
cauſe he is righteous himlelte : he js the 
Righteous; juit, and a juſtificr ; abſu- 
lately and compleatly righreous by his 
own inherent purity ; and conveying 
righceouſnelle to us by impuration. 

Laſtly, our Advocate is tuch an one 
as ftandsin our roome, and takes the 
whole penalty and puniſhment due to us 
for our offence upon himlielte: therefore 
the Apoſtle addes, that he is 1þe propiti- 
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tion for our ſinnes , that is, he is the ſa- 
Crifice that implores and begs pardoning 
Mercy for us. Hence the bloud of fprink- 
ling, that is, the bloud of Jeſus Chriſt, 
is faid to ſpeake better things then that of 
Abel , Heb. 12, 24. for of Abels God 
ſpeaks thus : the woyce of thy brothers 
bloud crieth unto me from tbe ground. Abcls 
bloud cried unto God for vengeance to 
be executed upon Caine that murdercd 
him : butthe bloud of Chriſt criech un- 
to God for mercy to be {hewed unto 
poore miſerable lfinners. Now then if 
Chriſt bz our Adveccate, if he be an Ad- 
vocate with the Father , alwayes in his 
preſerice, alwayes neere and cdeare u:ito 
him; it he be an Atvocae mighry to ſave; 
if he bean Advocate ſcparated and fan- 
Qified of God bimſclfe , and anoynred 
to beare Offics for us; it he be an Ad- 
vocate perfeQly rigntecus and blameleffe 
in his owne perſun; if bce be ſuch an 
Advocate, as is willing to ſtand in cur 
ſtead, and to beare the burden of cur 
deſerts, like him that cried out when he 
ſaw his friend ready to be {1iine, 
He me: Adſuem qui feci;in me convertite ſerr#, 
Me mee ! Iam he thatdid the ta&, turne 
your {word upon me; Laitly, it he be 
R 4 ſuch 
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fauch an Advocate as refuſes none, byt 
receives all without exception,that come 
unto him : it Chriſt , 1 ſay, be ſuch an 
Advocate, ſuch a dayſ-man , fo every 
way qualified and furnifhed to doe us 
good ; then furely ic cannot be, but that 
theprayers, which we preſent unto God 
in his name, muſt inde acceptance, \and 
obtaine a glorious returne. IYbatſoever 
you ashe the Father in my name ; be will 
give it jou, ſaith Chriit , Job. 16. 23. 
Chriſt puts incenſe upon our prayers 
and mingles them with the ſweet odours 
of his owne merits: he is the onely Al- 
tar of Chriſtians , ſanGifying all their 
gifcs and ſacrifices. Thus you have a 
taſte of theexc:llent priviledges of Be- 
leevers: through Jeſus Chriſt they have 
acceſſe tuthe Throne of Grace ; and all 
their peticions find acceptance with 
God , returning (as the Spies did our of 
Canazs ) with great and weighty clu- 
ſers of bleſſings , or ( as Facabs ſonnes 
did from theic brother 7oſeph) full and 
loaden wich good things. Oh then how 
precious, how lovely - how longed for 
ought Jews Chriſt to be, who accyumu- 
latee, and heapes ſuch royal! favours up- 
on us? who ſtores us with ſueh rich and 
ineſtimable 
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ineſtimable gifts, who gives us free in- 
greſſe into the preſence of God, andre- 
grefſe from him with joyfull hearts ; 
who makes way for our prayers, that 
they may come as things of worth unto 
his Father, and ſends them back againe 
with good newes , and glad tidings of 
bleſſed ſuccefle ; how precious , I ſay, 
and how highly to be efteemed, and re- 
oarded is ſuch a BenefaQour as thisthow 
ought wee to draw outall our love, and 
the very ſtrength of our aftsQtions to 
caſt them upon ſuch a lovely obje& as 
rhis, and co cmbrace Jeſas Chriſt, gho 
hath done for us above all that wee can 
either name , orthinke? I paſſe now to 
ſome meanes by which we may awaken, 
and ftirre up our afteQions unto Chriſt. 
And herein I ſhall give no orker dircQi- 
ons, then the Church doth to the daugh- 
ters of Jeruſa/emin Cant. 5. 10. &c. And 
the occaſion was this. The Church was 
ſeeking Chriſt earneſtly, and diligently, 
and in her ſeeking , enquires of the 
daughters of Jeruſalem for her beloved : 
upon which the daughters utter theſe 
words. What * thy beloved mare then ano- 
ther beloved, 0 thou faireſt among women ? 
The Church for anfwer, and asa miczancs 
to 
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to draw forth the affeFions of the 
daughters ; fers forth exaGiy the high 
pertetions and excellencies of Chrilt : 
& (hee doth anatomize him in every part, 
and particulariz2 him in every excellen- 
Cy , lctting him forth thus : 

Firſt, the Church deſctibes Chriſt in 
gence:atl, and that two wayes« 

1. Politively. 
2. Comparatively. 

Firſt, pofitively '; my beloved # white 
and ruddy, verſe 10. that is, he is of the 
moſt compleate, perfe&, healthy conſti- 
rution. The ſtrongeſt complexion and 
conſticucion is noted by theſe rwo co- 
lours ; white and ruddy : and it denotes 
unto us the power and omnipoteacy of 
Chriſt , whereby he is able to doe the 
greateſt things in the wyrld. Allo his 
whiteneſſe dznoteth his puricy and Righ- 
reouſneiTe : and rudy ; his owne bloud 
and ſutferings ; 2nd likewiſe his venge» 
agce on his enemies, for he hat hu gar- 
ments diyt in bloud, Iſaiah 63. 2. 

Secondly , comparatively , he 2s the 
chiefe of ten thouſand : or having 2137 the 
banner ab»ve ren thouſand. Chcilt is the 

Standard bearer of cen thouſand, that 
doth excel! all ma and Angels, and all 
other 


UMI - 1993 


- 62.4 


to Beleevers. 251 


other creatures in the world. Now in 
Armies the goodlieft men ule to carrie 
the Enſigne or banner, : ſo Chriſt is in- 
comparable beyond all ocher, and hatch 
the perfeQions of Angels, of men , and 
of all creatures befide. Apaine, the En- 
figne is a warlike Inſtrument, and the 
bearer thereof , one of the chiefe : (fo 
Chriſt is for the Enſigne of bis people, 1/2. 
11. 10. And all the Armies in Heaven and 
earth doe folow bim, Rev. 19. 11. the 
Saints they worſhip him , the Angels 
they adore him ; for heis the Lyon of the 
Tribe of Judah : and he is the firſt- borne 
of God , ſet above all the Kings of the 
Earth. 

Secondly, the Church deſcends from 
her generall commendations of Chriſt, 
to that which is more particular, ſetting 
him forth by all the members and linea- 
ments of his body. 

Firſt, the Church begins with Chriſts 
head, which is the moit eminent part of 
all the body. Hi beads 4s the moſt fine 
gold, verſe 11. that is, Chriſt hath a head 
moſt glorious and excellent, moſt fplen- 
dent and ſhining, as pure as gold. This 
denotes unto us the beautie , dignity, 


eminency , and government of Chriſt. 
As 
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As gold is of a ſplendent and durable 


nature; (ſo is the goveranient and dig- 
nicy oi £ariſt everlaiting and durable, it 
is Divine and heavenly , and of a glori- 
oUs extent. 
2. Hi locks are curled, and blick 4s a 
R ven, verſe 11. Blacke and curl.d locks 
area ſizneof a hot braine, and they doe 
argue quickneſſe , and dexterity of wit 
and ſtrength : this denotes to us the vi- 
gour and ſtrength of Chriſt , and the 
depth of all his counſels. x 
3. His cs are as Doves eyes by the 
ſtreames of waters, w ſh:4 with milke, and 
fitly ſet, verſe 12. thatis, his eyes are pure 
a Doves : fo that he cannot behold any 
evill with the leaſt approbation : and 
they are q:ick to ſearch ail things : and 
they are rite & milke, in that ke doth 
behold his people in grace and mercy : 
Laſtly, his eyes are fitly ſet ; that is, as 
a Diamond in aring, or , as the filing 
ſtones, which were ſetin the hollow 
places of the goldza Ephod , Ex:d 25, 
7. and thoſe ſtones were called ſtnes of 
fulneſſe , beciuſe they did hc the hollow 
places in that golden Ephod. lalike man- 
ner Chriſt hath ſteady eycs , he is not 
gogele eyed, (as we ſay) but his eyes 
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are ſteady and firme, they are as a ſtope 
ſet in a gold ring, which cannot be tur- 
ned one of its place: ſoare Chriſts cyes 
evermore guiding his fight to looke per- 
teRly into all rhings,both into the depth 
of Gods Counfels, and ito the depth 
of mans heart and underſtanding. 

4. Chriſts checkes are as a bed of ſpices, 
&# ſweet flowers, verle 13. that is, heis 
lixe a bed of ſweet ſpices , or growne 
plants, that ſerve for periume. This de- 
notes and ſhewes unto us Chriſts beauty 
and grace, kis comelineſle and graviy 
to all that doe behold him. All Chriſts 
graces are ſweet, and his hghi & ccunte= 
nance hath a transſorming vertue in it, 
it makes thoſe that beho!d Chriſt to be 
like unto him , while cthers behold his 
glory , they are transformed into the ſame 
Tmage of bus glory , from glory 10 glory, 
2 Cor. 3.18. 

5. Hy lips are like dropping ſweet ſmel- 
ling myrrhe , verſe 13. The Lillics are 
faire and ſweet of themſelves ; yer Fee 
agdes, they dropp pure myrrbe, This is to 
be referred unto tbe holy , heavenly, 
ſweet and gracious DcArine of Chriſt, 
Honey and myrrbe, that is, love and mer- 
cy, grace and gocdneflc did flow out of 
Chriſts 
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Chrifts lips: ſo ics ſaid in Pſ2h, 45. 1. 
grace was inby lips. Chriſts heart was a 
treaſure full of all Divine grace and 
goodnefle , then needs muſt his lips bee 
ſweet ; yea, and farre ſurpaſſe in ſweet- 
nefſe honey and myrrhe. 

6. His hands are a gold Kings, ſet with 
a berill, or Chryſolite, verfe 14. The he- 
brew word w'W9T7 put for Chryſo- 
lite, ſignifieth a predious ſtone. The 
hands of Chrift are ſet forth with all 
ornaments and precious ftones, and ſhi- 
ning rings of Gold. This denotes anto 
us not onely the perfon of Chriſt; but 
alſo his ations and workings. The 0 
rations of Chriſt are admirable and full 
of Majeſty , if we conſider them in the 
courle of the creatures, in the Sunne, 
Moone, Starres, in the growth of hearbs 
and plants ; foin allthe Creation of the 
world, in gubernation , in ordering of 
the event of all things , and the like. 
The workes of God are incomprehen- 
Gable, as in Fob, 9. 12. who ſhall ſay wn- 


to him what doſt thou ? that is, the things 


which he doth are too high for mans 
underſtand:ng. Now as all che govern- 
ment of Egype went through the hands 
of Fc{eph; toall che workes of God goe 
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through the hands of Chriſt. The Fa- 
ther hath committed all his Jadgements 
and workes into the hands of his Sonne, 
glorious therefore arethe workes,which 
Chriſt doth performe both in Heaven 
and in earth. 

7. His breaſt, or belly is overlaid with 
Saphires , as bright Tory, ver. 1.4. Ivo- 
rie and Saphires are precious and beau- 
tifull : and with thefe Chriſt hath his 
belly overlaid. This denotes unto us 
the bowels and inward affeQions, the 
tender mercy and pitifull commiſerati- 
ons of Chriſt toward his Saints and 
Children. 

8. His legges are as pillars of Mardle, 
ſet upon ſockets of fine gold, ver. 15. That 
is, Chriſts wayes are full of Majeſty 
and power, and as Marble pillars they 
are firme and conftant , having ſockets 
of Gold to ſuſtaine them, and to beare 
up his feet, whereby his way is perfeR, 
by which hee walkes ſafely, treading 
downe his enemies under his feet , and 
bringeth glad tidings of peace unto his 
people. 

9. His lockes, cr countenance #8 as Le- 
banen. excekent as the Cedars , ver, 15. 
that is, Chriſt wasof a gocd]y and tall 

ſtature, 
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Rature, like unto the Cedars of Lebanon, 
a goodly Mountaine on the north fide 
of the Land of Canaan. This ſhewes 
the Majeſty and countenance of Chriſt, 
when he (ball plead for his Church and 
people againſt their Enemies. 

10. Hi mouth, orpalate is ſweet, ver. 
16. this is the ſame with his lips, and 
ſhewes how ſweet and comfortable , 
how gracious and amiable the DoQrine 
of the Goſpel is, this expreſſion is here 
againe repeated toſhew , that Chritſt is 
better knowne in Sion, then in any o- 
ther place. All the workes of Chriſt 
are glorious , but his Goſpel exceeds 
them all in glory. The Goſpel is the 
plaſſe , wherein wee ſee the glory of 
Chriſt more clearely , then in any o- 
ther way; therefore the words of Chriſt 
are wuch more ſweet to a Beleevers 
faſte, then honey or che moſt ſweeteſt 
of ſpices are unto the mouth. 

Laſtly, Chriftis precious and amiable 
in his whole ſelfe 7 yea, be 55 altogether 
lovely, ver. 16. that is, Chriſt is lovelyin 
general], and heis lovely in particular : 
be is lovely in all parts, and altogether: 
yea, he is altogether lovely. As if the 
Church ſhould have ſaid , what ſball I 
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ſay more of, my beloved ?: be is all over, 
and altogetber loveh. Chriſt was lovely 
to God, to Angels, to Saints : hee was 
lovely in his nature and perſon , in his 
Offices and graces, yea , be 5s all over 
bovely, he is wholly deleQable. 

..The Church having thus deſcribed 
her beloved , ſhee concludech with an 
exclamation.; ' bis is my beloved, and this 
is. my friend ; ob daughters of Jernſalem : 
this is be , chat Jiought wich ſo much 
diligence, and for whom I was fick of 
love : this is'/he, thac ſhall have my beft 
affe&ions , in,whom I defire to glory 
in: :-tbis 3s my- friend, ob yee daughters of 
In the next words, wee may take 
nocice-of the effe&, that this cams 
mendation of - Chrift bath upon the 
daughters uf Jeruſalem. Whether #4 thy 
Beloved grme , oh. thou faireſt among wo- 
een ? whether 15.thy Beloved rurned aſide, 
that wee may ſethe bim with thee? The 
daughcers hearing ſuch a high commer= 
dation fronz the: Church of her Belo» 


ved,hearing of his riches and glory,and 


of his beaucy and excellency, (he is en- 
flamed with a deſice co ſeek Chriſt alſo; 
Now fram chis ngular cffoſh which 
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in the daughters of Jeruſalem : Miniſtef+ 
of the Goſpel 'may learne and ſee what 
their chiefe dutie is ; namely, to diftay 
thoſe rich treaſures of grace, and thay 
ſplendenc 4hining glory , which is" itr 
Chriſt , 40-pabliſh' and ſpread before 
men thoſe manifold excellencies, whi 
bein him;'to draw and allure them un- 
co Chriſt, The Miniſters of the Goſpd 


ſbould imploy ' rheir' _ force arid | 


y | 
f 


ſtrength this way,that Poore ſoules ma 


| 


bedrawn'to: eſteeme' higtily of Chrift: | 
Who will ſeeke after 'that ; which he | 


knowes not off? and who will not ſetks | 
after a precious jewel ? O then tell _ 


ple ' where this jewel! ; this pearle , this 
rreaſure is,that they niay feck 8& ſearch 
and becotne Merchants to ro adventure 
all for” feſus Chriſt. 

Toconclude, ſtely then all bis ex» 
cellencies;tiches, beauty; lovelineſle, 'ofs 
fices,and'the nature of Chriſt: meditars 
. upon-whole Chriſt , and upon alF the 
parts of him; and never give over iin- 
cill thou'haft' ſweererfd thy ſoule ; -ens 
kindÞd-chy love, and faxed all thy'af- 
fe&ictis: - hins; - Medirate whay 


Chriſt ha done'for thee; what _ 
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ved him unto it ; and likewiſe how un« 
worthy thou are, and how thaikfull 
thou art,and let theſe meditations draw 
forth thy affe&ions unto him. 

Againe , Feed upon Chrifts love; 
that which wee feed upon. turnes into 
our own nature: love is fuell for it ſelfe 
love feeds upon love, and the perſon 
beloved : ſo let us upon Chrifts love : 


the more wee live upon Chriſts love, 


{ the more our love will be. enflamed ro- 
| ward him. Kifle ſweerly the plorified 
! body of our crucified Saviour, with the 
| lips of infinitely indeared and unexpreſ- 
| fible affe&ionate love : though the di- 
| ftance be great berween Chriſt and che 


foule; yet faith will bring chem eaſily 
together. 

Laſtly, Goe to the everlaſting foun- 
taine of Chriſts bloud ; let the cocke 
run ; rence thy ſoule ( as it were) in the 
bloud of the Lambe ; apply ic for juſti- 
fication and fanR:fication; ſo ſhale thou 
be free from the guilt and pollution of 
finne ; thou doeſt aske but the acquit- 
tance, the debt being paid in Chritt. 
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The Printer to the Reader. 


age, 
ITS. | | reg arg, all cur care, 
73s | there are ſome faults eſcaped . 


in the Print , yet 1 hope none will 


| 
| 4 | Gefound ſogreat as to diflurbe; the 
05. | ſence, if thou wilt but make s fa- 
50. | Uourable confirutiion of what thos 


SI. | ſhalt read. - 


